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BRIEFINGS 

* COL Manning, director^ DPO, conducted an off-camera press engagement today. Topics included 
DOD support to the Southwest border, Syria CIVCAS allegations, U.S,-Paki5tan mil-to-mil 
relationship, Vemen Policy, U.S.-ROK exercises. Transcript will be sent when available. 

TOPLINES (attached): 

— Southwest Border 

— Syria CIVCAS Allegations 

“U.S. and Pakistan's Mutual interests 

— Houthis: Ceasefire Offer 

— Khashoggi Death 

— Afrin Skirmish 
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Nov. 19,2018® 1000 


Khashoggi Death 

lam not going to spend late on the death of Mr, Khashoggi or any potential 
impacts to foreign policy with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Talking Points 

• We don't discuss intelligence matters in public. 

• 1 am not going to speculate on foreign policy. 

• [If pressed on relationship with Saudi] The murder of Khashoggi is separate 
from the Yemen situation. That stands unique by itself 

• [If pressed on relationship with Saudi] There’s been no change in the mil-to- 
mil relationship that we have with Saudi Ai'abia and the parameters of that 
relationship. And if there is a change in that, we'll certainly make sure that 
you're aware of it. 
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BRfEFiNGS 

* DPO Director, COL Manning, conducted an off-camera press engagement today. Topics included 
Afghanistan, coalition strike in Syria, Taiwan Strait transit, USNS Comfort arrival in Ecuador, 
Hurricane Michael recovery efforts, the southern border and the INF. Transcript attached. 

TOPLINES (attached): 

— Afghanistan: Parliamentary Elections 
— Missile Defense Review 
— Manbij Mission Rehearsals 
— Taiwan Strait Transit Oct 21-22 
— US-Saudi Arabia Relations 

THREE DAY FORECAST _ 

Non Responsive 


Document ID: 0.7,21813.5378 


OS J 1/1:19-CV-00234/000383 


20190603-0002286 















Document ID: 0.7.21813,5378 


OS J 1/1; 19-CV-00234/000385 


20190603-0002288 




Oct, 22, 2018 @0900 


US-Saudi Arabia Relations 

The United States share a longstanding and important security relationship with 
Saudi Arabia and are committed to their security and weapon systems needs to 
increase their capacity for self-defense. 

Talking Points 

General 

• Saudi Arabia plays a crucial role in maintaining security in the Middle East, 
due to its economic, political, and cultural importance and its strategic 
location, 

• The U.S. military has had a mil-to-mil relationship with Saudi Arabia for 
decades which includes military personnel from the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines and Special Operation Forces providing training, advising, and 
assisting in a variety of mission areas. 

• While we will continue to assist Saudi Arabia with its legitimate defense 
needs and its right to defend its borders, a political solution is the only way 
to advance long term stability in Yemen and end the suffering of the Yemeni 
people. We remain committed to providing the Saudi armed forces with the 
equipment, training, and follow-on support necessary to protect Saudi 
Arabia, and the region, from the destabilizing effects of terrorism and other 
threats. 

• The DOD's limited non-combat support, such as intelligence sharing, 
focuses on assisting our partners in securing their borders from cross-border 
attacks from the Houthis and improving coalition processes and procedures, 

• Importantly, the U.S. military support to our partners mitigates 
noncombatant casualties, by improving coalition processes and procedures, 
especially regarding compliance with the law of armed conflict and best 
practices for reducing the risk of civilian casualties. 

• The final decisions on the conduct of operations in the campaign are made 
by the members of the Saudi-lcd coalition, not the United States. 
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Oct, 22, 2018 @0900 


• [If pressed on details of U.S. support] We are not going to discuss publicly 
any specific support we may or may not have provided for operational 
security reasons. 

• [If pressed] The support to Saudi-led coalition is not unconditional. They 
should do everything humanly possible to avoid any innocent loss of li fe, 
and support the U.N.-brokered peace process. 

• [If pressed] There has been no change to our relationship or support to 
Saudi Arabia. 
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Oct, 22, 2018 fM 0900 


Saudi Journalist Khashoggi 

• Refer you to State Department on Secretary Pompeo’s trip, 

• Refer you to the White House on potential response to Saudi’s involvement 
ill the disappearance of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 

• “The implications of everything going on extend far beyond our defense 
relationship. So, the president and the secretary of state are currently 
dealing with this issue. I'm not going to speculate until I have a better 
understanding of what happened. But I would not depart from anything 
as characterized by the President or the Secretary of State. ” Secretary 
Mattis, September 15, 2018 

• “If you look at their words on this, as our leads on foreign policy — again, 
here's foreign policy and military is nested inside that. Secretary Mattis, 
September 15, 2018 

• “IVe reinforce, we buttress, we support, we align with the nation's foreign 
policy. ” Secretary Mattis, September 15, 2018 
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Oct, 17, 2018 @0900 


US-Saudi Arabia Relations 

The United States share a long-standing and important security relationship with 
Saudi Arabia and are committed to their security and weapon systems needs to 
increase their capacity for self-defense. 

Talking Points 

General 

• Saudi Arabia plays a crucial role in maintaining security in the Middle East, 
due to its economic, political, and cultural importance and its strategic 
location, 

• The U.S. military has had a mil-to-mil relationship with Saudi Arabia for 
decades which includes military personnel from the Army, Navy, Air Force, 

Marines and Special Operation Forces providing training, advising, and 
assisting in a variety of mission areas. 

• While we will continue to assist Saudi Arabia with its legitimate defense 
needs and its right to defend its borders, a political solution is the only way 
to advance long term stability in Yemen and end the suffering of the Yemeni 
people. We remain committed to providing the Saudi armed forces with the 
equipment, training, and follow-on support necessary to protect Saudi 
Arabia, and the region, from the destabilizing effects of terrorism and other 
threats. 

• DOD’s limited non-combat support, such as intelligence sharing, focuses on 
assisting our partners in securing their borders from cross-border attacks 
from the Houthis and improving coalition processes and procedures. 

• Importantly, the U.S. military support to our partners mitigates 
noncombatant casualties, by improving coalition processes and procedures, 
especially regarding compliance with the law of armed conflict and best 
practices for reducing the risk of civilian casualties. 

• The final decisions on the conduct of operations in the campaign are made 
by the members of the Saudi-lcd coalition, not the United States. 
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Oct, 17, 3018 @0900 


• [If pressed on details of U.S. support] We are not going to discuss publicly 
any specific support we may or may not have provided for operational 
security reasons. 


• [If pressed] The support to Saudi-led coalition is not unconditional. They 
should do everything humanly possible to avoid any innocent loss of life, 
and support the U.N.-brokered peace process. 
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Saudi Journalist Khashoggi 


• Refer you to State Department on Secretary Pompeo’s trip. 
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Oct, 17, 2018 fS 0900 


• Refer you to the White House on potential response to Saudi’s involvement 
in the disappearance of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 

• “The implications of everything going on extend far beyond our defense 
relationship. So, the president and the secretary of state are currently 
dealing with this issue. I'm not going to speculate until I have a better 
understanding of what happened. But / would not depart from anything 
as characterized by the President or the Secretary of State. ” Secretary 
Mattis, September 15, 2018 

• “If you look at their words on this, as our leads on foreign policy — again, 
here's foreign policy and military is nested inside that ." Secretary Mattis, 
September 15,2018 

• “We reinforce, we buttress, we support, we align with the nation's foreign 
policy.” Secretary Mattis, September 15, 2018 
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BRIEFINGS 

* Combined joint Task Force-Operation Inherent Resolve update briefing to Pentagon Press Corps. 

Army Col Sean J* Ryan, CJTF-OIR spokesman, provided a briefing via video, Topics included operational 
update, the situation in Raqqa a year after its liberatioa and training for combined patrols tn Manbij. 
Transcript will be posted to defense.gov when available. 

TOPLINES (attached): 

— DOD Mission in Syria 
— US-Saudi Arabia Relations 
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Oct, 16, 2018 @0900 


US-Saudi Arabia Relations 

The United States share a long-standing and important security relationship with 
Saudi Arabia and are committed to their security and weapon systems needs to 
increase their capacity for self-defense. 

Talking Points 

General 

• Saudi Arabia plays a crucial role in maintaining security in the Middle East, 
due to its economic, political, and cultural importance and its strategic 
location, 

• The U.S. military has had a mil-to-mil relationship with Saudi Arabia for 
decades which includes military personnel from the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines and Special Operation Forces providing training, advising, and 
assisting in a variety of mission areas. 

• While we will continue to assist Saudi Arabia with its legitimate defense 
needs and its right to defend its borders, a political solution is the only way 
to advance long term stability in Yemen and end the suffering of the Yemeni 
people. We remain committed to providing the Saudi armed forces with the 
equipment, training, and follow-on support necessary to protect Saudi 
Arabia, and the region, from the destabilizing effects of terrorism and other 
threats. 

• DOD’s limited non-combat support, such as intelligence sharing, focuses on 
assisting our partners in securing their borders from cross-border attacks 
from the Houthis and improving coalition processes and procedures. 

• Importantly, the U.S. military support to our partners mitigates 
noncombatant casualties, by improving coalition processes and procedures, 
especially regarding compliance with the law of armed conflict and best 
practices for reducing the risk of civilian casualties. 

• The final decisions on the conduct of operations in the campaign are made 
by the members of the Saudi-lcd coalition, not the United States. 
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Oct, 16, 3018 @ 0900 


• [If pressed on details of U.S. support] We are not going to discuss publicly 
any specific support we may or may not have provided for operational 
security reasons. 


• [If pressed] The support to Saudi-led coalition is not unconditional. They 
should do everything humanly possible to avoid any innocent loss of life, 
and support the U.N.-brokered peace process. 
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Saudi Journalist Khashoggi 


• Refer you to State Department on Secretary Pompeo’s trip. 
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Oct, 16, 2018 @0900 


• Refer you to the White House on potential response to Saudi’s involvement 
in the disappearance of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 

• “The impfications of everything going on extend far beyond our defense 
relationship. So, the president and the secretary of state are currently 
dealing with this issue. I'm not going to speculate until I have a better 
understanding of what happened. But I would not depart from anything 
as characterized by the President or the Secretary of State. ” Secretary 
Mattis, September 15, 2018 

• “If you look at their words on this, as our leads on foreign policy — again, 
here's foreign policy and military is nested inside that. ” Secretary Mattis, 
September 15,2018 

• “We reinforce, we buttress, we support, we align with the nation's foreign 
policy.” Secretary Mattis, September 15, 2018 
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ITEWS OF INTEREST 

* KSA Support. Multiple reporters asked whether DOD will consider changing support to Saudi 
Arabia due to the suspected kiiling of Jamal KhashoggL Cleared response with Faiicy, provided to 
CENTCOM and responded to reporters, 'No change and to contact State Department further 
questions on the suspected killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi/ 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. DC 20301-1 300 



lEaiSl ATIVE 


INFO MEMO 


^ October 12,2018 

FROM: Mr, Robert R, Hood, Assislant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs 

SUBJECT: Member Statements on Jamal Khashoggi's Disappearance ® 

Purpose: Provide recent Member statements regarding the disappearance and possible 
assassination of Saudi Journalist Jamal Khashoggi in Turkey 

Overview; Members have voiced strong concerns regarding the disappearance of Virginia 
resident Jamal Khashoggi from the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, Turkey, on 2 October, The 
incident comes at a particularly sensitive Ume in U,S,-Saudi relations, with congressional 
discontent growing due to continued U.S, air refueling support for Saudi-led coalition operations 
in Yemen that have resulted in significant civilian casualties, Senators Corker, Menendez, 

Craham, and Leahy sent a letter to the President on 11 October triggering a U.S. govemnienl 
investigation into the actions of‘Ihe highest-ranking officials in the government of Saudi 
Arabia” that could result in sanctions under the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability 
Act (see r,AB A). Separately, Virginia Senators Kaine and Warner also sent a bipartisan, 
bicameral letter to the President on 9 October requestir^ that he raise the issue with the Saudi 
and Turkish governments {see TAB B). Relevant Member statements are listed below. 


Senator John Coroyn (R-TX): 

• “This is obviously a very serious matter, and our relationship with Saudi Arabia is important 
but I'd hate to see it damaged if some of the allegations prove to be true,” (CQ News; 
October I!, 2018) 

Senator Chuck .Schumcr (D-NY): 

• "Schumer calls Khashoggi disappearance 'despicable,' Asked about the disappearance of 
Saudi joumalisl Jamal Khashoggi on Oct, 10. Sen. Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.l slammed 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, saying 'reformers don’t kill their political 
opponents.’” (Washington Post, October )o, 2018 ) 

Senator Bob Corker (R-TN): 

• "I've read the intcl. and I would just say this... I hope that 1 am not right. And 1 hoj>c that 
somehow or another he is produced as a live human being someplace but I absolutely believe 
the Saudis martyred him. And I believe that it's something'that you know possibly went to 
the highest levels. And if that's the case... I think it's going to hugely alter our relationship.... 
This is... is going to really alter our relationship with them if they in fact are carrying oul the 
same kinds of things that Russia is doing and that is killing citizens in other countries like it 
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appears Saudi may have done to an American citizen in Turkey." (Fox News. October 11, 

20 IS) 

• “I've shared with them [the Saudis] that they are at a very, very low point as it relates to 
political support here in the Senate, the lowest ever. This would drop it off the cliff, Further 
arms sales to Saudi Arabia are definitely at stake, and any consequences will be significant 
and definite.” (CQNews; October 10, 20IS) 

• [If the Senate were to vote on an arms sale to Riyadh for the Yemen war, the sale would be 
blocked. Corker lold Defense News last week, even before the fChashoggj matter caught the 
attention of Capitol Hill.) “I think if right now there were a vote to disai^rove of a sale, that 
they would lose. Thai's where I think where they are,” [Corker said.]" (Defense News; 
October 10, 2018) 

Senator Bob Menendez (D-NJ): 

• “...1 can't speak to the intelligaice itself, but! can characterize it. It is incredibly alarming. I 
think the Saudis have a lot of answering to do. And my own view, is either Mr. Khashoggi 
has been detained and maybe some form of rendition or he has been murdered. And in either 
event, we need to get to the bottom of how either his either his rendition, disappearance 
and/or murder took place. And that is why we invoked for the first time, as the chairman and 
the ranking member, myself as the ranking member, invoke for the first time the provisions 
of Global Magnitsky that lowers us to require the president to conduct an investigation and 
come back to the Congress with an answer. And secondly, if the answer leads to anyone in 
the Saudi government or anyone else associated with the Saudi government as being the 
perpetrators, then there are consequences for that, and we expect to be taken extremely 
seriously.... if the facts deduce, that in fact, [leadership in Saudi Arabia] were a part of the 
disappearance, rendition and/or murder of Mr. Khashoggi, then they must pay the 
consequences.” (CNN, October 11, 2018) 

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC); 

• “I don’t want to jump to conclusions, but it is very unnerving. If something like that did 
happen, it would show complete contempt by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia against 
international norms, it would show contempt for our relationship. It wovJd be a game- 
changer for me.” (CQ News: October 10, 20 !H) 

• [One measure of the tension between Saudi Arabia and Capitol Hill is ihe reaction from Sea 
Lind.sey Graham, a past defender of amis sales to Riyadh, who lold reporters Wednesday 
“Ujctc would be hell to pay” if Khashoggi was murdered by the Saudi government — though 
he cautioned,] “we don't want to rush to judgment.” “I’ve never been more disturbed than I 
am right now. If this man was murdered in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, that would cross 
every line of normality in the intcnuilionai community.” (Defense News; October 10, 2018) 

Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL): 

• “For someone to be murdered in a diplomatic facility overseas, I don't know if that has any 
precedent. It would be an outrage. And it would impact the bilateral relationship, there’s no 
doubt about it. certainly here on Capitol Hill,” (CQ News; October 10, 2018) 


OS J 1/1:19-CV-00234/000407 




Senator Chris Morphy (D-CT); 

• "If this is true - that the Saudis lured a U.S. resident into their consulate and murdered him - 
it should represent a tundamenta! break in our relationship with Saudi Arabia.” (Twiner; 
October 11, 2018) 

• Murphy has led multiple unsuccessful efforts to block the sale of precision-guided munitions 
to Saudi Arabia and to end U.S, military support of the country’s war in Yemen. But he said 
he now feels the tide is finally turning in the Senate. "Many of us have argued that we 
shouldn’t be giving the Saudis the benefit of the doubt, that they arc in fact intentionally 
killing civilians,” [Murphy said.] “For those that were skeptical of whether the Saudis arc 
intentionally killing civilians in Yemen, this might change their minds." (CQblews; October 
10. 2018) 

Senator Todd Young (R-IN): 

• Young, who has led bipartisan efforts to prod Riyadh to do more to alleviate the 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen caused by its bombing campaign, said Saudi Arabia’s track 
record gave him good reason to be suspicious. “I don’t give the Saudi leadership the benefit 
of the doubt on much of anything these days so I’m most concerned about their huimn rights 
record, about their manner of conducting the military operations in Yemen and about this 
latest news related to the Saudi journalist.” (CQ News, October W, 2618) 

Senator Rand Paul (R-KY); 

• “The Saudis will keep killing civilians and journalists as long as we keep arming and 
assisting them. The President should immediately halt arms sales and military support to 
Saudi Arabia.” fTwh/er; October 11. 20/8) 

• “Today, U.S. Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) introduced legislation to cut off U S. military aid 
and assistance to Saudi Arabia until U.S. Secretary of State Mike Porapeo determines that 
missing American resident and Saudi Arabian journalist Jamal Khashoggi is alive and free. 
“Time and again, clear evidence has proven that sending American taxpayer support to Saudi 
Arabia is not in our national security interest and instead helps further destabilize the Middle 
East. My bill gives Congress another chance to take a stand,” said Dr, Paul.” (I^ress Release; 
October II, 2018) 

• “If they’re responsible — or even if there’s any indication that they’re implicated in killing 
this journalist that was critical of them — we’ve got to stop sending them arms.” Paul said he 
would be “forcing votes” against arms sales to Saudi Arabia, adding that he dilYered with 
Trump on the matter. “Who knows — the president may come around on this if there’s any 
evidence that they killed this journalist.” (Defense News; October 10, 2618) 

Senator Jack Reed (D-RI): 

• “I am deeply disturbed by the disappearance of Saudi joumaiist Jamal Khashoggi and the 
Saudi government’s alleged role. If these allegations are proven, the Trump Administration 
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must hold Saudi Arabia and anyone else involved accountable. President Trump must also 
recognize that his repeated attacks on the free press and praise of authoritarian regimes do 
not go unnoticed by other world leaders. When President Trump repeatedly praises men like 
Vladimir Putin and ICim Jong Un and turns a blind eye to human rights abuses of 
authoritarian regimes, he undercuts American leadership in the world. The U.S. needs to 
provide all available intelligence and other resources to enable a credible investigation into 
the fate of Mr. Khashoggi, wherever the facts lead. In taking a hard look at what happened to 
Mr, Khashoggi. wc must determine what happened to him, how, and why. And whoever is 
responsible must be held accountable.” (Prtss Release; October U, 2018) 


Senator Tim Kaine(U-VA): 

• “Jamal Khashoggi is a Virginia resident, so his disappearance is personal to me. President 
frump needs to ratse this case immediately with Saudi Arabia and I urkey and demand 
answers.’’ fTw/r/er; October 9, 2018) 

Senator Mark Warner (D-VA); 

• “Jamal Khashoggi is a journalist and Virginia resident who’s gone mis.sing after entering the 
Saudi consulate in Istanbul. We need to get answers about his disappearance, and I've written 
to the President urging him to raise this case with the Saudi and Turkish governments.” 
(Twitter; October 10, 2018) 


Rep. Gerry Coanolly (D-VA); 

• “Rep, Gerry Connolly (D), who represents the northern Virginia district where Khashoggi 
was living in exile, said the administration’s push for Saudi officials to investigate an alleged 
crime they’re accused of masterminding risks letting the fox guard the henhouse. ‘If the 
Saudis arc tesponsibte for the crime, you don’t ask the criminal to investigate himself,' 
Connolly said during a press conference outside The Washington Post offices in D.C., where 
Khashoggi wrote as a columnist. ‘There has to be an independent intemattonaJ investigation 
so we can get to the bottom of what happened,’ he added. ‘We will not rest until that 
happens.'” ("Virginia Dem rips administration on Khashoggi, " The Hill, October 10, 2018) 


COORDINATION: None 
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OCTORER l«,2018 

WASHIMil <)^ - 111 a Ictlcr tu I’resideni Donald J, Truni}), U.S, Scnalurs Bob Corker (K- 

Tenii.J antf Boh Mcnende/. (D-NJ.), cluiinnan and ranking member ot'tlic Senate I'oreign 

Relations Committee, and Lindsey Grabani (K-S.C.) and Patrick l-caliy (D-Vt.). chairman and 

* 

ranking member of ihe Senate Appropriations Subcomniiltee on States Foreign Operations, and 
Rdalod l^n^grams, lodn} tI ^ggc^et^ itii invcsdgalion and Global Magnitsky sanctions 
cleterminalion regarding ihe disappeariince o)’Jamal Kliashoggi. a Saudi journalisi and coluninisl 
for I'he Washington Post. Khashoggi has not hecji heard from since he entered a Saudi consulate 
in Istanbul lost Tuesday afternoon. The letter was also signed by Senators Marco Rubio (R-Flad- 
Bm CanJin (D-Md.k Mm Ikrmsso [R*Wyo.). Chris Murphy {l)-Conn.k JetTFluke (R-Ariz.)* 
Tim Kaine (I)-VaT. Cor>' Gardner (Tl-Colo.). Ed Mar key (D-Mass.), Johnny tsakson (R-Ga), 
Jeff Merkley (D'Ore,)* Todd Young (R-!iid.), Jeanne Sluihcen (D-NJ L). Rob Poilman (R-Ohio). 
Cory^ Booker (D“NJ.). Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), Chris Coons (D-Del.). Jim Risch (R-Idahok and 
J om Udall (D-N.M). 

Text of //re tener h included below* 

Dear Mr. Presidcnl: 

The Glolxil Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act requires the President upon receipt of 
a request from the Chairman and Ranking Member ofliic Senate Comniiucc on Foreign 
Relations, to determine whether a foreign person is responsible lor an extrajudicial killing, 
tortui'C. or other gross viohilion of intemationally recognized human rigltts against an individLial 
cxei'cising IVccdoin of expression, and report to the Committee within 120 du>i» with a 
deierminaiion and a decision on the imposition ofsanclions on that foreign person or persons. 
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Ihc reccni disappearance of Saudi journalist and Wasliingicn Post cotuninisl Jamal Kliasiioggi 
suggests dm lie could be a victim ofa gross violniion of inlemationally recognized human nglits. 
which includes "torture oi cruel, inhuinanH or degrading trcalnient or punishment, prolonged 
detention witliout charges and trial, caasing the disuppcarancc of persons by the abduction and 
clandestine detention orihose persons, and other nagrani denial ol'the right to hid. liberty, or the 
security of person.’" Therefore, we request that you make a determinaiion on the imposition of 
sanctions piirsuiint to the (ilnhnl Magnitsky Human Riglus Accnuntahilily Act with respect In 
any foreign person responsible Ibr such a violalioii re luted to Mr. Kbashnggi, Clur cKpeetaiion is 
that in making your delerminatioji you will consider any relevant inlbimation, incltiding with 
respect to the highest making ofTicials in the Oovernment of Saudi Arabia. 

BACKGROUND 

I 'Oder the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, the president, upon receipt of a 
letter from the chairman and ranking member of the Senate Iweigii Relations Committee, must 
make a dctermiiialjon and is authorized to impose sanctions with respect to a foreign person 
responsible for extrajudicial killings, torture, or other gross violations of inlemalionally 
recognized human rigiiis violalit^Tis against individuals who seek to obtain, exercise, defend, or 
promote human riglits and freedoms, including freedom of expression- 
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C^Ditgresa ci tJfc Untteii States 

20513 

October 9, 2018 


The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 


We write to urge you to personally raise the issue of Virginia resident Jamal Khashoggi's disappearance 
and welfare with the governments of Saudi Arabia and Turkey. We also request that you offer U.S. 
support to any independent investigation into his disappearance. 

As you know, Mr. Khashoggi is an internationally renowned journalist and columnist for the 
Washington Post. In fact, Mr. Khashoggi was granted an 0-1 visa, which is reserved for those with 
“extraordinary ability in the fields of science, education, business or athletics...indicating that the person 
is one of the small percentage who has risen to the very top of the field of endeavor." 

On October 2, 2018, Mr, Khashoggi visited the Saudi consulate in Istanbul in order to obtain paperwork 
related to his upcoming marriage. Reportedly, there has been no confirmation that he departed the 
consulate though Saudi officials maintain that Mr. Khashoggi did so shortly after he visited. According 
to President Erdogan, the Justice Ministry and the chief prosecutor in Istanbul are undertaking an 
investigation into Mr. Khashoggi’s whereabouts. 


These conflicting reports and rampant speculation that he was murdered demand immediate answers 
from both Saudi Arabia and Turkey. We urge you to extend support from all appropriate U.S. federal 
agencies, such as the FBI, to these governments to conduct a thorough and transparent investigation of 
Mr. Khashoggi’s case. We sincerely hope that Mr. Khashoggi emerges unharmed and is free to return 
safely to the United States, especially given the growing and deeply troubling trend of targeting 
journalists and oppositionists, not only in Saudi Arabia and Turkey, but around the world. The U.S. must 
speak out Loudly wherever and whenever this occurs. 


Best Regards, 
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Non Responsive 
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Non Responsive 
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EXSLIM: House AJi-Meraber Briefing on Yemen / U.S. Reiutions wilh Saudi Ai’abia 
DATE/TIME: Thursday, 13 December 2018/0900 
LOCATION: CVC Auditorium 



(b)(5) 


(b)(1),Sec, 1.4(c) 

(b)(1),Sec. 1.4(c) I 
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(bX1),(b)(5).Sec. 1.4(d) 


Non Responsive 


(b)(5) 

Non Responsive 
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:b)(5) 


Non Responsive 


(b)(5) 


Non Responsive 
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EXSUM: House AJi-Meraber Briefing on Yemen / U.S. Relulions with Saudi Ai'abia 
DATE/TIME: Thursday, 13 Efecember 2018/0900 
LOCATION: CVC Auditonum 
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From: l(b)<6)_I 

To: 

ILojna^ Jjii£5 UiALSALUiTUii;l{ ) 

htiain. Mesan A 5£S aSJ3 QLf5.D C 




I 

(b)(6) 

1 GiambaEtiani, Pete SEE OED OASD LA rUE>: Hood, 


tobbr(.HHDNiJbUmbLA(UbJ;l/hV6^ I 


(bK6^_ 1 


(h\m 

rTITAleer. Laura P EES OSD 


iTA^BU ^UEk Miller, lamle 1 ^ES 

1 

I 

lfb)(6) 

IMiL 




|(b)(6) 1 

Cc: 

|(b)(6) 

Sufaject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 

Info Memo - Member sratement; regartiing Saudi JournalistJamaf Khashoggi 

Friday, October 12, 2018 12:25:31 PM 

A50-LA Info Memo Khashoggi v3.ctocx 


TAB A - Text of 5FRC Letterpdf 

TAB B - Kamg LettBr.pof 


Mr. Hood and colleagues, 

Attached, please find a compellation of Member statements from the past couple days regarding die disappearance 
and possible assassination of Saudi Journalist Jamal Khashoggi in Turkey, as mentioned at this morning's sync 
meeting. As you can see, many have made very strong statements^ such as, if true, this is "going to hugely alter our 
relationship" (Corker); "he a game-changer" and "there would be hell to pay" (Graham); "an outrage" (Rubio); 
"should represent a fundamental break In our relationship with Saudi Arabia" (Murphy); "deeply disturbed" (Reed); 
and ’"despicable" (Schumer). 

Hard copy Info Memo with 1(b)(6) 1 in the LA Front Office. Please let me know if you would like anything 

furtlier in relation to this matter. 


(b)(6) 


i(bK6) 

omce j(b)(6) 


Eniail: T(B)(6) 
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INFO MEMO 

Member Statements on Jamal Khashoggi’s Disappearance 
October II, 2018 

To: Mr. Robert R. Hood, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs 
From: OASD LA Research Team 

Purpose: Provide recent Member statements regarding the disappearance and possible 
assassination of Saudi Journalist Jamal Khashoggi in Turkey 

Overview: Members have voiced strong concerns regarding the disappearance of Virginia 
resident Jamal Khashoggi from the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, Turkey, on 2 October. The 
incident conics at a particulaidy sensitive time in U.S.-Saudi relations, with congressional 
discontent growing due to continued U.S. air refueling support for Saudi-led coalition operations 
in Yemen that have resulted in significant civilian casualties. Senators Corker, Mcnendez, 

Graham, and Leahy sent a letter to the President on 11 October triggering a U.S. government 
investigation into the action.^ of “the highest-ranking officials in the government of Saudi Arabia" 
that could result in sanctions under the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act (see 
TAB A). Separately, Virginia Senators Kaine and Warner also sent a bipartisan, bicameral letter to 
the President on 9 October requesting that he raise the issue with the Saudi and Turkish 
governments (see TAB B). Relevant Member .statements are listed below. 

Senator John Cornyn (R-TX): 

• “This is obviously a very serious matter, and our relationship with Saudi Arabia is important 
but I’d hate to see it damaged if some of the allegations prove to be true.” (CQ News; October 
//, 2018) 

Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY): 

• “Schumer calls Khashoggi disappearance ’despicable.’ Asked about the disappearance of Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi on Oct. 10, Sen. Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) slammed Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salmtin, saying ‘reformers don't kill their political opponents,’” 
(Washington Post; October W, 2018) 

Senator Bob Corker (R-TN): 

• 'Tve read the inlel, and I would just say this... I hope that I am not right. And I hope that 
somehow or another he is produced as a live human being someplace but I absolutely believe 
the Saudis martyred him. And I believe that it's something that you know possibly went to the 
highest levels. And if that's the case... I think it's going to hugely alter our relationship. ... This 
is... is going to really alter our relationship with them if they in fact are carrying out the same 
kinds of things that Russia is doing and that is killing citizens in other countries like it appears 
Saudi may have done to an Aniericau citizen in Turkey." (Fojc News; October / !, 2018) 

• “Tve shared with them [the Saudis] that they are at a very, very low point as it relates to 
political support here in the Senate, the lowest ever. This would drop it off the cliff. Further 
arms sales to Saudi Arabia are definitely at stake, and any consequences will be significant and 
definite.” (CQ News; October W, 2018) 
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• [If the Senate were to vote on an arms sale to Riyadh for the Yemen war, the sale would be 
blocked, Corker told Defense News last week, even before the IChashoggi matter caught the 
attention of Capitol HilL] “I think if right now there were a vote to disapprove of a sale, that 
they would lose, Thai's where 1 think where they are," [Corker said.f' (Defense News; 

October J(l 20/8) 

Senator Bob Menendez (D-NJ): 

• “,,,1 can't speak to the intelligence itself, but I can characterize it It is incredibly alarming, I 
think the Saudis have a lot of answering to do. And my owm view', is either Mr. Khashoggi has 
been detained and maybe some form of rendition or he has been murdered. And in either 
event, w^e need to get to the bottom of how either his either his rendition, disappearance and/or 
murder took place. And that is why we invoked for the first time, as the chairman and the 
ranking member, myself as the ranking member, invoke for the first time the provisions of 
Global Magnitsky that low'ers us to require the president to conduct an investigation and come 
back to the Congress with an answer. And secondly, if the answer leads to anyone in the Saudi 
government or anyone else associated with the Saudi government as being the perpetrators, 
then there ai'e consequences for that, and we expect to be taken extremely seriously, ,,, if the 
facts deduce, that in fact, [leadership in Saudi Arabia] were a part of the disappearance, 
rendition and/or murder of Mr. Khashoggi, then they must pay the consequences/’ (CNN, 
October JL 2018} 

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC): 

• “I dunT w'ani to jump to conclusions, but it is very unnerving. If something like that did 
happen, it would show^ complete contempt by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia against 
international iiomis, il would show contempt for our relationship. It would be a game-changer 
for me,’’ (CQ News; October 10, 2018) 

• [One measure of the tension betw^een Saudi Arabia and Capitol Hill is the reaction from Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, a past defender of arms sales to Riyadh, who told reporters Wednesday 
*'there w'ould be hell to pay” if Khashoggi was murdered by the Saudi government — though 
he cautioned,] ”we don’t want to rush to judgment/’ **rve never been more disturbed than I am 
right now. If this man was murdered in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, that would cross every 
line of normality in the international community/’ (Defense News; October KX 2018) 

Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL): 

• ''For soiiieone to be murdered in a diplomatic facility overseas, I doir I know if that has any 
precedenL It would be an outrage. And it would impact the bilateral relaiionship, there’s no 
doubt about it, certainly here on Capitol Hill.” (CQ News; October 10, 2018) 

Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT): 

• "If this is true - that the Saudis lured a U.S. resident into their consulate and murdered him - it 
should represent a fundamental break in our relationship with Saudi Arabia.” (Twiner; 

October 11, 2018) 

• Murphy has led multiple unsuccessful efforts to block the sale of precision-guided munitions 
to Saudi Arabia and to end U.S. military support of the country’s war in Yemen. But he said he 
now feels the tide is finally turning in the Senate. ''Many of us have argued that we shouldn’t 
be giving the Saudis the benefit of the doubt, that they aie in fact intentionally killing 
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civilians," [Murphy said.] “For those that were skeptical of whether the Saudis are 
intentionally killing civilians in Yemen, this might change their minds," (CQ News; October 
JO, 20/8) 

Senator Todd Young (R-IN): 

• Young, who has led bipartisan efforts to prod Riyadh to do more to alleviate the humanitarian 
crisis in Yemen caused by its bombing campaign, said Saudi Arabia’s track record gave him 
good reason to be suspicious. “I don't give the Saudi leadership the benefit of the doubt on 
much of anything these days so I'm most concerned about their human rights record, about 
their manner of conducting the militaiy operations in Yemen and about this latest news related 
to the Saudi journalist.” (CQ News; October 10, 201S) 

Senator Rand Paul (R-KY): 

• “The Saudis will keep killing civilians and journalists as long a.s we keep anning and assisting 
them. The President should immediately halt arms sales and military support to Saudi Arabia.” 
(Twitter; October 11, 2018} 

• “Today, U.S. Senator Rand Paul {R-KY) introduced legislation to cut off U.S. military aid and 
assistance to Saudi Arabia until U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo deteniiines that missing 
American resident and Saudi Arabian journalist Jamal Khashoggi is alive and free. “Time and 
again, clear evidence has proven that sending American taxpayer support to Saudi Arabia is 
not in our national security interest and instead helps funher destabilize the Middle East. My 
bill gives Congress another chance to take a stand,” said Dr. Paul.” (Press Release; October 
11,2018) 

• “If they’re responsible — or even if there’s any indication that they’re implicated in killing 
this journalist that was critical of them — we’ve got to stop sending them arms.” Paul said he 
would be “forcing votes" against arms .sales to LSaudi Arabia, adding that he differed with 
Trump on the matter. “Who knows — the president may come around on this if there’s any 
evidence that they killed this journalist.” (Defense News; October 10, 2018) 

Senator Jack Reed (D-RI): 

• “I am deeply disturbed by the disappearance of Saudi journalist Jamal Kliashoggi and the 
Saudi government’s alleged role. If these allegations are proven, the Trump Administration 
must hold Saudi Arabia and anyone else involved accountable. President Trump must also 
recognize that his repeated attacks on the free press and praise of authoritarian regimes do not 
go uiinoticcd by other world leaders. When President Trump repeatedly praises men like 
Vladimir Putin and Kim Jong Un and turns a blind eye to human rights abuses of authoritarian 
regimes, he undercuts American leadership in the world. The U.S. needs to provide all 
available intelligence and other resources to enable a credible investigation into the fate of Mr. 
Khashoggi, wherever the facts lead. In taking a hard look at what happened to Mr. Khashoggi, 
we must determine what happened to him, how, and why. And whoever is responsible must be 
held accountable.’’ (Press Release; October 11, 2018) 

Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA): 

• “Jamal Khashoggi is a Virginia resident, so his disappearance is personal to me. President 
Trump needs to raise this case immediately with Saudi Arabia and Turkey and demand 
answers.” (Twitter; October 9, 2018) 
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Senator Mark Warner (D-VA): 

• “Jamal Khashoggi is a joumaJist and Vii'ginia resident who’s gone missing after entering the 
Saudi consulate in Istanbul. We need to get answers about his disappearance, and I’ve written 
to the President urging him to raise this case with the Saudi and Turkish governments.” 
(Twitter; October 10, 2018) 

Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-VA): 

• “Rep. Gerny Connolly (D), who represents the northern Vu'ginia district where Khashoggi was 
living in exile, said the administration's push for Saudi officials to investigate an alleged crime 
they’re accused of masterminding nsks letting the fox guai'd the henhouse. 'If the Saudis are 
responsible for the crime, you don’t ask the criminal to investigate himself,' Connolly said 
during a press conference outside The Washington Post offices in D.C., where Khashoggi 
wrote as a columnist. ‘There has to be an independent international investigation so we can get 
to the bottom of w^hat happened,’ he added, ‘We will not rest until that happens,”’ (“Virginia 
Dem rips admin i.strulion on Khashoggi, ’’ The Hill, October 10, 2018) 

Attachments: 

TAB A: SFRC Press Release with Letter 

TAB B: Sens. Warner & Kaine Letter 
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OCTOBER 10,2018 

WASHINGTON - In a letter to President Donald J. Trump, U,S. Senators Bob Corker (R- 
Tenn.) and Bob Menendez (D-N J.), chairman and ranking member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, and Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), chainnan and 
ranking member of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and 
Related Programs, today triggered an investigation and Global Magnitsky sanctions 
determination regarding the disappearance of Jamal Khashoggi, a Saudi journalist and columnist 
for The Washington Post. Khashoggi has not been heard frojii since he entered a Saudi consulate 
in Istanbul last Tuesday afternoon. The letter was also signed by Senators Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), 
Ben Cardin (D-Md.), John Barrasso (R-Wyo*), Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.), 
Tim Kaine (D-Va,), Cory Gardner (R-Colo.), Ed Markey (D-Mass,), Johnny Isaksoii (R-Ga,), 
Jeff Merkley (D-Ore*), Todd Young (R-Ind,), Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H*), Rob Portman (R-Ohio), 
Cory Booker (D-NJ.), Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), Chris Coons (D-Def), Jim Risch (R-Idaho), and 
TomUdalHD N M). 

Text of the letter is included below. 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act requires the President, upon receipt of 
a request from the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to determine w'hether a foreign person is responsible for an extrajudicial killing, 
torture, or other gross violation of internationally recognized human rights against an individual 
exercising freedom of expression, and report to the Committee within 120 days with a 
determination and a decision on the imposition of sanctions on that foreign person or persons. 
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The recent disappearance of Saudi journalist and Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi 
suggests that he could be a victim of a gross violation of internationally recognized human rights, 
which includes “torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment, prolonged 
detention without charges and trial, causing the disappearance of persons by the abduction and 
clandestine detention of those persons, and other flagrant denial of the right to life, liberty, or the 
security of person.’" Therefore, we request that you make a determination on the imposition of 
sanctions pursuant to the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act with respect to 
any foreign person responsible for such a violation related to Mi\ Khashoggi. Our expectation is 
that in making your deteniiination you w^ill consider any relevant infoimation, including with 
respect to the highest ranking officials in the Government of Saudi Arabia. 

BACKGROUND 

Under the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, the president, upon receipt of a 
letter from the chairman and ranking member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, must 
make a determination and is authorized to impose sanctions with respect to a Foreign person 
responsible for extrajudicial killings, torture, or other gross violations of internatinnally 
recognized human rights violations against individuals who seek to obtain, exercise, defend, or 
promote human rights and freedoms, including freedom of expression. 
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We write to urge you to personally raise the issue of Virginia resident Jamal Khashoggi's disappearance 
and welfare with the governments of Saudi Arabia and Turkey. We also request that you offer U.S. 
support to any independent investigation into his disappearance. 
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Nov. 19,2018® 1000 


Khashoggi Death 

/ am not going to speculate on the death of Mr. Khashoggi or any potential 
impacts to foreign policy with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Talking Points 

• We don't discuss intelligence matters in public. 

• I'm not going to speculate on foreign policy, 

• [If pressed on relationship with Saudi] The murder of Khashoggi is separate 
from the Yemen situation. That stands unique by itself 

• [If pressed on relationship with Saudi] There's been no change in the mil-to- 
mil relationship that we have with Saudi Arabia and the parameters of that 
relationship. And if there is a change in that, wc'U certainly make sure that 
you’re aware of it. 
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From' 

To: 

Subject: 


l(bH6) I 

White. Dana WSES QSD (US) 

Rt; What The Admtn Is Saying | The Trump Administration Seeks A Complete Investigation Into Jamal Khashoggi's 
Di^appearan[:e 

Date: Thursday, Octoher 13, 2D1S 4!59;34 PM 


Printed 


From: White, Dana W SES OSD (US) |(b)(6) 


Sent: Thursday, October 18,2018 4:30 PM 


to; (b)(6) 


Subject: Fwd: What The Admin Is Saying | The Trump Administration Seeks A Complete Investigation Into 
Jamal Khashoggi's Disappearance 


(b)(6) 

Would you pnlease print for me? 

Thanks 

Dana 

Ms. Dana W. White 
ATSD/PA 

M6) 


Begin forwarded message: 


From: "Hahn, Julia A. EOF/WHO" 

Date: October 19, 2018 at 1:30:00 AM GMT+8 
To: Undisclosed recipients:; 

Subject: What The Admin Is Saying | The Trump AdnunistraHon Seeks A 
Complete Investigation Into Jamal Khashoggi's Disappearance 


What the Admin Is Saying | The Trump 
Administration Seeks A Complete Investigation 
Into Jamal Khashoggi's Disappearance 


The Trump Administration takes the disappearance of Jamal Khashoggi 
very seriously and the President's concerns have been made known to the 
highest levels of the Saudi government, including the King- 

SECRETARY OF STATE MIKE FOMPEO: 'T had a chance to brief the 
President on the travels that 1 returned from last evening where 1 
traveled both to Riyadh and Ankara. Had a chance to talk with in —in 
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Riyadh with the king, with the crown prince^ with the foreign minister, 
all of the United States counterparts there* We made clear to them that 
we take this matter with respect to Mr. Khashoggi very seriously. They 
made clear to me that they too understand the serious nature of the 
disappearance of Mr. Khashoggi." 

Saudi Arabia assured the United States that they will conduct a complete^ 
thorough, and transparent investigation into Khashoggi's disappearance in a 
timely fashion, 

SECRETARY POMPEO: "'They also assured me that they will conduct a 
complete, thorough investigation of all of the facts surrounding Mr. 
Kliashoggi and that they 11 do so in a timely fashion. And that this 
report itself will be transparent for everyone to see, to ask questions 
about, and to acquire with respect to it its thoroughness." 

The Administration will allow Saudi Arabia more time to complete the 
investigation in order for the United States to have a complete 
understanding of what happened to Khashoggi, 

SECRETARY POMPEO: "T told President Trump this morning that we 
ought to give them a few more days to complete that so that we too, 
have a complete understanding of the facts surrounding that* At which 
point, we can make decisions about how or if the United States should 
respond to the incident surrounding Mr. Khashoggi/' 

It is important to remember the strong strategic relationship the United 
States has had with Saudi Arabia for many decades, 

SECRETARY POMPEO: "I think it’s important for us all to remember, 
too, we have a long, since 1932, a long strategic relationship with the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. They continue to be an important 
counterterrorism partner. They have custody of the two holy sites. 
They're an important strategic alliance of the United States. We need to 
be mindful of that as well." 

Turkish President Erdogan confirmed that they were conducting their own 
independent investigation and would share the results with both the United 
States and Saudi Arabia* 

SECRETARY POMPEO: "When I traveled and met with President 
Erdogan, he talked to me about the incident. He told me that they were 
conducting their own investigation. Wc had a chance to meet with some 
of the team involved with that. He assured me they would share their 
results with the Saudis as well." 

Both investigations need to be concluded before we can get a clear picture of 
what happened and who is responsible. 
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SECRETARY POMPEO: "So we do believe that between these two 
efforts^ a complete picture will emerge for what actually transpired 
here, and we're working towards that, weYe looking forward to that 
wrapping up quickly and we expect it will be done in that way/' 

urn 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subjea: 

Date: 


I(b)f6) ~l 

Summers. Charles E II SES OSD PA fUSI: WNte. Dana W 5E5 OSD (USY Bushman. William SES SD 

lfbV61 I 


RE: WSJ Article Assist 


Wectnesday, Odober 24. 2018 6;59;19 PM 


Thank you - have everything we needed ! 


From: Summers^ Charles E II SES OSD PA (US) (b)(6) 
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2018 6:53 PM 


To;|(b)(6) 

White, Dana W SES OSD (US) 

(b)(6) 

\: Bushman, William SES SD|(b)(6) | 

Cc: (b)(6) 


(b)(6) 



Subject: RE: WSJ Article Assist 


Here you are,,. 

Charlie 

Charles E. Summers, Jr. 

PDATSD/PA 

Me) 

Transcript of President Trump's Interview With The Wall Street Journal - 10/24 

President discusses U.S.-Saudi relations, the Federal Reserve, the economy, trade and more 

PresidentTrump sat down for an interview on Tuesday afternoon in the Oval Office with four 
members of The Wall Street Journal’s White House team: Rebecca Ballhaus, Michael C. 
Bender, Alex Leary and Peter Nicholas. White House attendees included Bill Shine, the deputy 
chief of staff for communications, and press secretary Sarah Sanders. Here is the lightly edited 
transcript of that interview. Small portions of the Interview have been excluded from this 
transcript that were off the record or that have been withheld for future Wall Street Journal 
articles. 

The Wall Street Journal: We wanted to see if we could start with the news of the day. Erdogan 
in Turkey said today that [Jamal] Khashoggi's death was premeditated murder. 

President Trump: Yeah, it's a rough statement. 

WSJ: Yeah. 

Mr, Trump : Oh, but let me—I'll get this—do you guys want something to drink? Let's let them 
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move that, yeah. I'm good. I have a glass up there. 

WSJ: Based on what you now know, do you believe the Saudi leadership might have some 
responsibility here for what happened? 

Mr. Trump: Well, we have our people coming back as we speak. [CIA director] Gina [Haspel]'s 
over there and numerous other people. They went to Turkey and they went to Saudi Arabia 
and they went someplace else. And I'li have a very good idea some time tomorrow evening. 
They're on the way back now. They're literally on the way back now. 

It's a very—it's a very sad situation and, obviously, poorly handled from beginning to end. 
Certainly is something that never should have been thought of no matter what. It should 
never have been thought of no matter what the original thought was, and as you know they 
have many different—there are many different stories as to the original thought. But no 
matter what, from the least sinister to the most sinister—and the most sinister is really bad. 
And then certainly the coverup, if that's what it was, which it seems like it was, was very 
poorly handled. Should have never happened. 

WSJ: Does this change your thinking about MBS [Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman] and the Saudi leadership and the U.S. partnership that you've tried to forge with 
Saudi? 

Mr. Trump: Well, I'd rather see the final reports because the real question is, did he know or 
did he not know at the outset? Not after it took place, but before it took place. And as you 
know, they're making a very strong statement that they did not know at the high level—at the 
highest level of Saudi Arabia, and I hope that's—I hope that's going to be the case. 

WSJ: You said that it has been poorly handled. It sounds like you think that there have been 
mistakes made no matter what those final facts are. 

Mr. Trump: Well, the biggest mistake was— 

WSJ: How should this have been handled? 

Mr. Trump: Right The biggest mistake was doing it in the first place. And— 

WSJ: Which piece? 

Mr. Trump: Certainly the location was inappropriate, but doing it in the first place was the 
biggest mistake. Shouldn't have ever been done. 

WSJ: Which—what are you referring to— 

Mr. Trump: And, you know, 1 know you guys find this hard to believe I'm saying, but the fact is 
that—the fact that it was a reporter is terrible. It should have never been done. No, it 
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shouldn't have even been in the thought process. But then once it was done it was obviously 
—it was done horribly and it was—it certainly seems to have been covered up horribly. 


WSJ: Yeah. 

WSJ: When you think—what do you think about the way Turkey has handled the situation? 
They've been sort of dripping out their intelligence over a period of weeks, 

Mr. Trump: Yeah, Yeah. 

WSJ: It seems intended to put some pressure on Saudi. 

Mr, Trump: It's different, certainly different the way they've handled it, I spoke with [Turkish] 
President Erdogan yesterday. Now that we have Pastor [Andrew] Brunson back—he was just 
here, I don't know if you saw. 

WSJ: Yeah, I saw. 

Mr. Trump: But now that we have Pastor Brunson back, I always had a very—really great 
relationship with President Erdogan. Then we went a little bit south after that happened, and 
now we're back. And I had a very good conversation with him yesterday. But they are handling 
it tough. They're being tough. 

WSJ: What about MBS? 

Mr. Trump: Which is—which is fine. It’s appropriate. Don't forget, it happened in their 
country. 

WSJ: Yeah, Have you talked to MBS? And — 

Mr. Trump: Yes, 

WSJ: And what have you—what's your message to him, and what has he said? 

Mr. Trump: Well, I mean, my message to him—my first question to him was, did you know 
anything about it, in terms of the initial planning? And he said he did not. And I said, where did 
this ail start? And he said it started at a lower level. So I asked him about it a couple of times in 
a couple of different ways, and he claims that he did not know that. And, you know, I can't—I 
can't report or tell you any different story. That's what he says. I mean — 

WSJ: Do you believe him? 

Mr. Trump: And I also said I think he should issue his own report. You know, they're doing 
their own study and investigation, and 1 think they should issue their own report very quickly. 
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WSJ: Do you believe him? Do you believe the denials? 


Mr. Trump: I want to believe him. I really want to believe him. They've been a very good ally. 
They've been a tremendous investor in our military equipment and other things. They buy 
tremendous amounts of things from our country. It probably amounts to millions of jobs, you 
know, 3 million jobs. That's a lot of jobs. So I certainly want to believe him. 

WSJ: If it comes out that he did have some role or some knowledge, do you think he needs to 
step down? 

Mr. Trump: So they're running their own country, and that's a determination for them to 
make. Certainly it would be a very bad thing In terms of relationship. It would take a while to 
rebuild. If you look at what they're doing, they've been a very good ally with respect to Iran 
and with respect to Israel. And It would be a—it would be an—it would be a very, very big 
change if we—you know, we have a very, very strong and positive thing going on in the Middle 
East for the first time in many years. Iran is not the same country since 1 took away the—you 
know, the—you know, it's a different country. When I first came here, let's say the day before 
—I'll say the day before I came in, Iran was looking good. They were going to take over 
everything: Syria, Yemen. They were going for—they were going to take over—who knows 
where It stopped. And since I've been here and specifically since I did the move that I wanted 
to do—people asked me not and I gave them a little time, but ultimately they were wrong— 
but since I've taken—you know. I've terminated that deal, the Iran deal—the Iran nuclear deal, 
to be specific—since I terminated the deal, they're not the same country. I see it In many 
different ways. Their economy has crashed. Their currency has crashed. They're having riots 
every week, big ones, in every city. They're not the same country. They're bringing back 
soldiers from places that would be unthinkable six months ago or a year ago. 

WSJ: Do you have any regrets about supporting MBS? You've worked—Jared's worked closely 
with him. 

Mr. Trump: Yeah. 

WSJ: Any regrets about that? 

Mr. Trump: Well, Jared never did business with him, by the way, you know. So just so you 
know. 

But you know, they're two young people. They got along well. They didn't see each other. It's a 
long way away. But it's not a question of regret. I'd be disappointed if this took place. 

Now, if you look at Iran, this is—you know, what they do is—take a look at all the people 
they've killed. I mean, they're the number-one state sponsor of terror in the world. 

WSJ: Would this be a—is there any scenario, depending on what happens, what your—what 
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you investigation shows, that you would consider canceling that arms deal or— 

Mr. Trump: So here's what I—here's what I'm going to do. It's a fair question. The Kavanaugh 
[Supreme Court] hearing was very interesting, and I was given the power to oversee the FBI 
investigation. I was the one that was supposed to do it, by statute. 

And I decided that no matter what I did, if I said let's make it 10 years, the investigation, and 
let's use every single person in the FBI to do it, people would say, oh, he should do more than 
that. And what I did is I said I want the Senate to do and whatever they want me to do I will so 
order. And it went really very flawlessly. You know, and it was well-received because whatever 
they wanted—if they wanted a week, I gave them a week. They wanted this or they wanted an 
extension, I would have given them an extension. 

And I'm going to do something very similar here. I'm going to give Congress—and you have 
some very interested people in Congress on both sides. You have people that do not want to 
lose $450 billion worth of investment and you have others that think that we should. I 
disagree with them. But I'm going to let the people in Congress head it along with myself, as 
opposed to by myself. Because if I do by myself everybody, including the media, no matter 
what 1 do, will say, oh, gee, why couldn't you have done this or that. 

WSJ: Another thing with Kavanaugh, though, is that you didn't want to put too much time on 
that. You know, you wanted— 

Mr. Trump: That's true, I wanted it speedy. And I could do that. 

WSJ: Congress doesn't come back for several weeks. 

Mr. Trump: I know. That's true, which is the only thing. You're right. They're out for a little 
while, But regardless, I just want to do it that way. I think I'm going to do it that way. 

WSJ: So if Congress came along and said we want to cancel arms sales, you would go along 
with that? 

Mr. Trump: Well, I would-1 would tell them upfront that I think that would be a very foolish 
thing to do. And then if they came, I would certainly at least think about it. But I think—I think 
if we do that, we're hurting ourselves much more than we're hurting Saudi Arabia. If we cancel 
$450 billion—don't forget, you were on the trip, I think—I went to Saudi Arabia. 

WSJ: Oh, not that trip. I was on the Asia trip. 

Mr. Trump: It was unbelievable. But I went to Saudi Arabia first, not because of any reason 
other than I said if I'm going to go first-they wanted me to go there so badly—I would like 
you, as a sign of good faith, to order a large amount of equipment and other things from the 
United States that would create jobs, economic development. And we agreed to a number of 
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$450 billion. There's never been anything like that. And I put them first on rny list. And I really 
—I like the king. I did speak to the king, too. I don't think the king was involved. I think it's—I 
don't think—I mean, the king is—I don't feel that the king—the king is involved, 

WSJ: How much of the deal has been done? 

Mr. Trump: It's—it gets done over a period of time. 

WSJ: Do you know where you're at? 

Mr. Trump: No, but a lot of—a lot of the contracts were handed out that day. And there were 
letters of intent and different things. But, Michael, it's a lot. Even if you took it and made it a 
lot less than that, it’s the largest order ever made. 

WSJ: Mr. President, you said you're sure you don't believe the king is involved. Are you less 
certain about the prince? 

Mr. Trump: Well, the prince is running things over there more so at this stage. The crown 
prince—he's running things, and so if anybody were going to be in it would be him. Just my 
feeling. I spoke with the king. I don't believe—you know, he denied it very, very strongly. I got 
to know him fairly well. And I don't think he knew about this. And the crown prince denied it 
equally vociferously, and I hope that he didn't know about it too. 

WSJ: And is there any timeline— 

Mr. Trump: I think there's a difference if he knows about it or doesn't. Now, he knew about it 
after it took place, but so did you, so did 1. 

WSJ: Is there any timeline, like with Kavanaugh, by which you want to have decided what the 
response will be? 

Mr. Trump: No, the only thing is that, you know. Congress is out now for a little while. 

WSJ: Right. 

Mr. Trump: But we can get them a lot of information. We have a lot of information. We'll get 
them a lot of information, then we'll make a decision together. Congress would like to be 
involved in this one. 

WSJ: But there's no point by which you want to have made a decision? 

Mr. Trump: No, I don't think so. Well, the press is going crazy over this. They're going crazy. 
Well, it's a whole—it's a—it's a potentially a very brutal story, depending on the way it all 
happened. 
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WSJ: Has your intelligence team reviewed any audio or video or sort of the things that have 
been talked about? 

Mr. Trump: I'd rather report to you in a day or two because they're all coming back now. 

WSJ: Have they given you any preliminary reports on what they've seen and heard? 

Mr. Trump: They have a lot of information. I actually said don't give it to me on the phone. I 
don't want it on the phone. As good as these phones are supposed to be — (laughter)— 

WSJ: We do want to make a ton of news on this interview, Mr. President, so we'll move on In a 
second. But just one more on Saudi. You said during the campaign trail you thought Saudi was 
mostly responsible for 9/11. Do you still feel that way? 

Mr. Trump: On what? On the what? 

WSJ: For the terrorist attacks on 9/11. 

Mr. Trump: Weil, I said before I was president that was— 

WSJ: Do you still believe—yeah, that was from the campaign trail. 

Mr. Trump: I mean, you had, what, 18 people and I think, 17—whatever it is. Only one didn't. 
Well, I—that's right. And I was always critical of President Bush for attacking Iraq. I said, Iraq 
did not knock down the World Trade Center. They came out of Saudi Arabia. And they went to 
—they went to Afghanistan. But out of the 15— 

WSJ: Nineteen hijackers, 15 were Saudi nationals. 

Mr. Trump: It was 19 and 18. Oh, was it 15? OK, Whatever. It was a vast—you know, so out of 
19,14 were Saudi. 

WSJ: Fifteen, yeah. 

Mr. Trump: Fifteen were Saudi. 

WSJ: So what responsibility does Saudi Arabia have for maintaining this relationship? 

Mr. Trump: And that's what's reported now, I assume, But I assume that's been the number 
we're hearing, 15—15 out of the 19, yeah. Say it again? 

WSJ: Then what—just to wrap this up a little bit, what responsibility does Saudi Arabia have 
for maintaining this relationship? I mean, as long as it gives—as long as it is willing to invest 
tens of billions of dollars, is that good enough? 

Mr. Trump: Oh, I think they have. I think they have—Well, they have a very big relationship to 
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maintaining the relationship. Don't forget, if it wasn't for us, it could very well be that Saudi 
Arabia wouldn't last very long. I've been saying that. I've asked in a very strong fashion- 
before this happened — I've asked Saudi Arabia to pay us a tremendous amount of money for 
defense. 'We're defending Saudi Arabia. They have—they're a vastly wealthy country, and 
we're defending them, and we're not being reimbursed for our costs. A very small percentage 
is being reimbursed. And I've told them — and other countries—this is no secret, I've been 
saying this to a lot of people. But there are other countries that are very wealthy. 

You know, it's one thing if we're defending somebody, a country that's really being horribly 
harmed and—that's one thing—and doesn't have economic strength. But, you know, we 
defend countries that are immensely wealthy, and then don't ask for anything—then don't ask 
for anything. So that's the story—we can't have that. 

W5J: Taxes. Your middle-class tax cut, can you say a little bit about where that came from? 

Mr. Trump: This is a resolution. Well, this—I've been working on this with Kevin Bradyfor a 
long time. And because we're doing so well—we couldn't have done this originally. 1 would 
have put it into the original bill. But we couldn't have done it originally because we—you 
know, we've become—I mean, we're doing really well. The numbers are really good. 

WSJ: How are you going to define middle class? 

Mr. Trump: Well, we'll define it. We'll have to—we'll have to define that. I mean, there is a 
definition, but we'll make sure the definition is right. 

WSJ: Do you have any thoughts on where that should be? 

Mr. Trump: This would not be for business. Now, this would be in addition, because the 
middle class did very well with the original bill. I would have put this into the original bill, but 
at that time nobody thought we would do as well as we're doing—you know, the 4.2 [percent 
second-quarter GDP growth] and it looks like we're going to have another good quarter 
coming up. 

WSJ: Then why need it? Why do you need this one, then? 

Mr. Trump: Because I think it's a good thingforthe middle class. And don't forget, that's 
money that gets distributed back into the economy. In a different way than a business would 
do it, but it's money distributed back into the economy. And we are going to do—we're doing 
very well. 

WSJ: Do you have any idea where that—should the cutoff be for the middle class? 

Mr. Trump: No, I just—we're going to a 10%. No, that'll be—that'll be—will be a great thing for 
the middle class. I think the middle class deserves it. The middle class has been forgotten for 
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many, nnany years. I call it the forgotten men and women. They came out, and they like 
Trump. But the fact is the middle class has been forgotten for many years. And what we're 
going to do—this would be a resolution, because they're out, but we're doing the resolution 
now. 

WSJ: We can't do the resolution till they get back. 

Mr. Trump: They have to—when they get back, we'll do the actual filings. 

WSJ: And how is this going to be revenue neutral? You mentioned in the pool spray— 

Mr. Trump: We have a way. We're going to—we're going to announce it at that time, but we 
think we can make it revenue neutral based on certain— 

WSJ: Wall Street Journal readers would really like to know. 

Mr. Trump: In fact, if you call Kevin Hassett, let him tell you, because I was going over It, Kevin 
will give it to you. You know Kevin very well. 

WSJ: Yeah. 

Mr. Trump: And this is money that comes back, because it's money that's going to be spent on 
buying cars-hopefully cars made in the U.S.A., by the way—but it's going to be spent on 
things that we make and sell in the United States. 

WSJ: Right now, three weeks ahead of the election, where we're at; the economy, as you say, 
there's a lot of positive signs. What are the biggest risks right now for the— 

Mr. Trump: The Fed, 

WSJ: The Fed? 

Mr. Trump: To me, the Fed is the biggest risk because I think that—I think interest rates are 
being raised too quickly, I think, to me, the biggest risk is the Fed, because my trade deals are 
great deals. And the tariffs—you saw what I put out today on the tariffs, I guess, did you see I 
put out a little social media. We have a lot of money coming into this country, people don't 
realize. And ultimately. I'll use it to negotiate. And if they don't negotiate a free—don't forget, 
they wouldn't even meet with President Obama, Europe and these other countries. They 
wouldn't even meet. You know, the European Union wouldn't even meet. They said, we are 
very happy with the deal. Well, I'm not happy with the deal. And if they don't do the right 
thing. I'll put tariffs on the cars. And if they do, there won't be any tariffs. And tariffs are a 
great negotiating—now, tariffs essentially ended in 1913, and the country was rich. If you read 
some of McKinley's speeches, they were very interesting. He talked about we will not allow 
the outsider to come in and take our wealth from us without having to pay. 
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Mr. Trump: I could never have done it [renegotiated Nafta] without tariffs. Without tariffs I 
could have never made the deal, 

WSJ: OK. 

Mr. Trump: No, because I said, look, fellows, I say that—I say that all the time. I have nothing 
to hide. If I put tariffs on cars coming in from the European Union—Mercedes Benzes, you 
know, the BMWs, all of them; millions of cars pouring in. If I put a 25% or a 20% tariff on those 
cars, the money would be staggering that we would take in. 

They wouldn't meet with Obama, the European Union, Japan wouldn't meet with Obama. And 
they wouldn't meet with us either. After a few months I said, all right, that's all right. So I 
called them up. I said, listen, we don't have to meet with you anymore; we're just goingto put 
tariffs on your cars coming in. They were in my office the next day. 

WSJ: A lot of people say that tariffs are really the biggest threat to the economy long term. 

Mr. Trump: We don't have any tariffs. 

WSJ: But you're saying it's the Fed. 

Mr. Trump: It's so much nonsense, OK. This is your story. We don't even have tariffs. I'm using 
tariffs to negotiate, t mean, other than some tariffs on steel—which is actually small, what do 
we have? I didn't put them on the USMCA, We have a trade deal. I didn't put them on in South 
Korea. We have a trade deal. That was the worst deal. That was a deal made by Hillary Clinton. 
It was a horrible deal. We made it into a sound deal. 

But I didn't put tariffs. Where do we have tariffs? We don't have tariffs anywhere. I read that 
today: We're worried about the tariffs. You know what happens? A business that's doing badly 
always likes to blame Trump and the tariffs because it's a good excuse for some incompetent 
guy that's making $25 million a year. 

WSJ: Just to go back to the Fed for a second— 

Mr. Trump: But think of it, Michael. We don't have tariffs. Where do we have tariffs? I'm 
talking tariffs. I'll use tariffs. I mean it. I've said I was going to put tariffs on European Union 
cars, right? They came to my office. We made the concept of a deal. We'll see what happens. 
But they agreed to a deal that they wouldn't even talk about. There's no tariffs. 

WSJ: So—sorry-if you think the Fed is the biggest risk, though, are there circumstances 
where you would consider trying to remove the chair? 

Mr. Trump: I don't know. I'm Just saying this. I'm very unhappy with the Fed, because Obama 
had zero interest rates and 1 have almost normalized—and maybe normalized, depending on 
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who you're talking to—Interest rates. You give me zero Interest rates and you show me my 
numbers with zero interest rates. He had phony numbers because it was based on zero 
interest. Weiij you know, he had—he had zero interest. 

Plus, Obama took something where there was a lot more provision—you know, there was a 
lot more potential for gain because, you know, it was at the bottom of a cycle. But forget that. 
Obama had zero interest rates. A very great guy last week was saying, 'If you give—if you take 
what Trump has done and you leave interest rates where they were when I took over, we'd 
have the greatest—well, we already do; we already have—but we'd have the greatest 
economy in history. 

WSJ: And why not talk to Powell about those frustrations? Have people told you not to? 

Mr, Trump: Because in theory he's supposed to be independent. But I'm not happy with what 
he's doing at all. 

WSJ: Do you regret hiring him? 

Mr. Trump: And it almost looks like he's happy raising interest rates. 

WSJ: What do you mean? 

Mr. Trump: I just don't like what he's doing. And I will let— I will let him know through you 
because I leave him be, independent. 

WSJ: Yeah. How is he supposed to interpret these? Because you said it's supposed to be 
independent. 

Mr. Trump: It's supposed to be interpreted. He can interpret it anyway he wants, I'm just 
telling you I've done very well with instinct. My instinct is that he’s raising it too much. When 
we make—when we—every time we do something great, he raises the interest rates. We do 
great. How the hell do you compete with that? And Obama—remember, this is very important 
—Obama had zero interest He had — 

WSJ: Why do you think he's doing that? 

Mr. Trump: He was supposed to be a low-interest-rate guy. It's turned out that he's not. 

WSJ: Knowing how he's behaved, would you have picked somebody else, in retrospect? 

Mr. Trump: Too early to say, but maybe. 

WSJ: What level of action from him would it take for you to step up— 

Mr. Trump: Well, there'll be a point when I would have to find out. Look, there are a lot of 
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people that agree with me, just so we understand, you know. I read them all. I read 
everybody. There are a lot of people that agree with me. 


So I have a hot economy going. Every time we do something, he raises rates. Now, what does 
that do? That means we pay more on debt, right? That means we pay more on debt and we 
slow down the economy, both bad things. 

Now, when there's inflation, which there's not of any consequence, I'm all for it. I'd even do it 
more. I'd rather do it slower and heavier, at a later date, if we need it. But the point is that you 
give—you give me the interest rates that President Obama was paying—anybody can do that 
with zero Interest. But we're paying almost a normalized rate. Some people think we're paying 
a normalized rate. How many increases has he had? Five already? Five? Five. Five increases. 

WSJ: Do you think— 

Mr. Trump: So we had a good quarter. 

STAFF: One more question. 

Mr. Trump: We had a good quarter, We're making, boom, and we have an interest-rate hike. 
So I like him as a person. I am not—I disagree with him as to the raising of the rates. What I'd 
rather do is keep the rates low and pay amortization. 

WSJ: I know we're running short on time here. I had a few things— 

Mr. Trump: Well, let me just say, because to me that's maybe the most important. I would like 
to see the rates be low and pay amortization, pay off debt. And when he keeps raising interest 
rates, you can't do that. 

WSJ: I think you were about to express what level of action from him would it take for you— 

Mr. Trump: No level of action right now. But all I'm saying is that I would like to pay—I would 
like to have interest rates low and I'd like to pay off debt. But you can't pay off debt when he 
keeps raising the interest rates. I mean, we had a case where he raised the interest rates right 
before we have a bond offering. So you have a bond offering and you have somebody raising 
interest rates, so you end up paying more on the bonds. Now you tell me, does that—does 
that make sense? To me it doesn't make sense. You understand what I'm saying, Michael, 
right? With that being said, I'm not happy, and that's my only expression. It's the only thing I 
can tell you. 

What I'd like to see is the interest rate be lower, and I'd like to form the rest of it in the form 
of amortization, and even more than the combination of interest rate plus amortization. I'd 
like to—plus the gap. I'd like to pay amortization and start reducing debt. But how do you do 
that when he keeps raising interest rates on you? I'd like to let all of that interest that he's 
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raising pay off debt, and we could do that. We'd pay off a lot of debt. 


STAFF: Sir, your next meeting is here, so maybe you guys— 

Mr. Trump: OK. 

STAFF:—have one last question. 

Mr. Trump: So with all the—I'm not doing anything. I’m independent. But I'm allowed to say 
what I think. That's what I think. I think he's making a mistake. I want to pay amortization. You 
can't pay amortization when he's raising interest rates, OK? 

WSJ: I wanted to ask you — 

Mr. Trump: To the extent that they're raising them. 

WSJ: I just wanted to ask you, before we have to go, about your former lawyer, Michael 
Cohen, hie- 

Mr. Trump: About who? 

WSJ: About Michael Cohen, your former lawyer. He said that you ordered him to arrange 
these payments during the 2016 campaign. 

Mr. Trump: I've discussed that so much. Nobody cares about that. 

WSJ: But do you feel betrayed by your former lawyer— 

Mr. Trump: Well, he's not allowed. 

WSJ:—that he's now turning on you? 

Mr. Trump: I mean, he's a lawyer. He's got tremendous legal liability. He's a lawyer. It's 
unthinkable that a lawyer would tape a client, that a lawyer would make statements to—he's 
got tremendous legal liability. He shouldn't do that. 

Yeah, I'm surprised that he did it, but one of those things. But that a lawyer would tape a 
client, that a lawyer would make statements to people, he's not allowed to do that legally. 

WSJ: And you're saying— 

Mr. Trump: He's got—he's got—all I can say is he’s got tremendous legal liability for doing 
that. 

WSJ: And you're saying you never discussed any of these payments with him during the 
campaign— 
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Mr. Trump: I've made all the statements. 


WSJ:—that he did it. 

Mr. Trump: Why do I have to say it again? I'm just saying a lawyer can’t do that. Now, he 
represented me on very small things. He was like a public-relations person. But he was also a 
lawyer. A lawyer can't do that. Can you imagine a lawyer taping a client? I've seen lawyers that 
are very tough, very smart. They've told me, they've said they've never heard of that before. 
They've never even heard of it. 

WSJ: What was your reaction when you found out that he had decided— 

Mr. Trump: I was surprised. 

WSJ:—to make this payment? 

Mr. Trump: I was surprised. Who knew? Anybody would be surprised. Now, of the tapes, there 
was one tape and that—it was a meaningless tape. There were many other tapes, though. He 
taped many, many people. He was taping many people. Hey, I wasn't his only client. He was— 
you know, he had clients. He had a lot of clients, I guess, over the years. 

The other thing is—this wasn't me. This was having to do with the taxi industry or something. 
But he has—and financing, but nothing to do with me. But for a lawyer to tape a client Is 
unthinkable. I've dealt with—I've spoken to lawyers that were tough people, that have seen It 
all. They'd never heard of that one. But remember this, that the one little tape, but he also 
taped many other people—many, many people. 

WSJ: Many, yeah. Were you angry? 

Mr. Trump: And those tapes, as I've heard, are unbelievably complimentary to me. 

WSJ: I've heard that too. 

STAFF: We've got to go. 

WSJ: Were you angry when you found out that he had made— 

Mr. Trump: OK. Well, wait a minute, that's a big point. But, you know, they're unbelievable. 

OK, so this is used in writing, 

WSJ: Yeah. 

Mr, Trump: I don't want to hear it on the radio or anything, 

WSJ: No. 
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Mr. Trump: We'll do it again, Michael. 


^ * *0nd * * * 
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Transcript of President Trump's Interview With The Wall Street JouraaJ - 10/24 
President discusses U.S-Saudi relations, the Federal Reserve, the economy, trade and mare 

President Trump sat down for an interview on Tuesday afternoon in the Oval Office with four 
members of The Wall Street Joumal's Wliite House team: Rebecca Ballhaus, Michael C 
Bender, Alex Leary and Peter Nicholas. White House attendees included Bill Shine, the 
deputy chief of staff for communications, and press secretai'y Sai'ah Sanders. Here is the 
lightly edited iranscript of that interview. Small portions of the interview have been excluded 
from this transcript that w'ere off the record or that have been withheld for future Wall Street 
Journal articles. 

The Wail Street Journal: We W'anted to see if we could start with the news of the day. Erdogan 
in Turkey said today that [Jamal] Khashoggi^s death was premeditated murder. 

President Tiiimp: Yeah, it's a rough statement. 

WSJ: Yeah. 

Mr. Trump : Oh, but let me—fll get this—do you guys want something to drink? Let's let 
them move that, yeah. Vm good. I have a glass up there. 

WSJ: Based on what you now know, do you believe the Saudi leadership might have some 
responsibility here for what happened? 

Mi\ Trump: Well, we have our people coming back as we speak [CIA director] Gina 
[Haspel] s over there and numerous other people. They went to Turkey and they went to Saudi 
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Arabia and they went someplace else. And I'll have a very good idea some time toinorrow 
evening. They're on the way back now. They’re literally on the way back now. 


It's a very—it's a very sad situation and, obviously, poorly handled from beginning to end. 
Certainly is something that ne ver should have been thought of no matter what. It should never 
have been thought of no matter what the original thought was, and as you know they have 
many different—there are many different stories as to the original thought. But no matter 
what, from the least sinister to the most sinister—and the most sinister is really bad. And then 
certainly the coverup, if that's what it was, which it seems like it was, was veiy poorly 
handled. Should have never happened. 

WSJ: Does this change your thinking about MBS [Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman] and the Saudi leadership and the U.S. partnership that you've tried to forge with 
Saudi? 

Mr. Trump: Well, I'd rather see the final reports because the real question is, did he know or 
did he not know at the outset? Not after it took place, but before it took place. And as you 
know, they’re making a very strong statement that they did not know at the high level—at the 
highest level of Saudi Arabia, and 1 hope that's—1 hope that's going to be the case. 

WSJ: You said that it has been poorly handled. It sounds like you think that (here have been 
mistakes made no matter what those final facts are. 

Mr. Trump: Well, the biggest mistake was— 

WSJ: How should this have been handled? 

Mr. Trump: Right. The biggest mistake was doing it in the first place. And— 

WSJ: Which piece? 

Mr. Trump: Certainly the location was inappropriate, but doing it in the first place was the 
biggest mistake. Shouldn't have ever been done. 

WSJ: Which—what are you referring to— 

Mr. Trump: And. you know, I know you guys find this hard to believe I’m saying, but the fact 
i.s that—the fact that it wa.s a reporter is terrible. It should have never been done. No, it 
shouldn't have even been in the thought process. But then once it was done it was obviously— 
it was done horribly and it was—it certainly seems to have been covered up horribly. 

WSJ: Yeah. 

WSJ: When you think—what do you think about the way Turkey has handled the situation? 
They've been sort of dripping out their intelligence over a period of weeks. 

Mr. Trump: Yeah. Yeah. 

WSJ: It seems intended to put some pressure on Saudi. 
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Mr. Trump; It’s differcnl, certainly different the way theyVe handled it. 1 spoke with [Turkish] 
President Erdogan yesterday. Now that we have Pastor [ Andrew] Brunson back—he was just 
here, 1 don’t know if you saw. 

WSJ: Yeah, I saw. 

Mr. Trump: But iiow^ that w'e have Pastor Brunson back, I always had a very—really great 
relationship with President Erdogan. Then we went a little bit south after that happened, and 
now we're back. And 1 had a veiy good conversation with him yesterday. But they are 
handling it tough. They’re being tough, 

WSJ: What about MBS? 

Mr. Trump: Which is—which is fine. It's appropriate. Don’t forget, it happened in their 
country, 

WSJ: Yeah. Have you talked to MBS? And— 

Mr. Trump: Yes. 

WSJ: And what have you—what's your message to him, and what has he said? 

Mr. Trump: Well, I mean, my message to him—my first question to him was, did you know 
anything about it, in terms of the initial planning? And he said he did not. And I said, where 
did this all start? And he said it started at a lower level. So I asked him about it a couple of 
times in a couple of different ways, and he claims that he did not know that. And, you know, I 
can’t—I can't report or tell you any different story. That's w^hat he says. 1 mean— 

WSJ: Do you believe him? 

Mr. Trump: And I also said I think he should issue his own report. You know, they're doing 
their own study and investigation, and I think they should issue their own report very quickly. 

WSJ: Do you believe him? Do you believe the denials? 

Mr. Trump: I want to believe him, I really want to believe him. TheyVe been a very good ally. 
They've been a tremendous investor in our military^ equipment and other things. They buy 
tremendous amounts of things from our country. It probably amounts to millions of jobs, you 
know, a million jobs. That's a lot of jobs. Sol certainly want to believe him. 

WSJ: If it comes out that he did have some role or some knowledge, do you think he needs to 
Step down? 

Mr. Trump: So they're running their own country, and that's a determination for them to make. 
Certainly it would be a very bad thing in terms of relationship. It woidd take a whiie to 
rebuild. If you look at what they're doing, they've been a very good ally with respect to Iran 
and with respect to Israel. And it would be a —it would be an —it would be a very, very big 
change if we—you know, we have a very, very strong and positive thing going on in the 
Middle East for the first time in many years. Iran is not the same country since I look away the 
—^you know, the—you know, it's a different country. When I first came here, let’s say the day 
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before—I'll say the day before 1 came in, Iran was looking good. They were going to take over 
everything; Syria, Yemen. They were going for—they were going to take over—who know's 
where it stopped. And since I've been here and specifically since 1 did the move that 1 wanted 
to do—people asked me not and I gave them a little time, but ultimately they were wrong— 
but since I've taken—you know, I've terminated that deal, the Iran deal—the Iran nuclear deal, 
to be specific—since I terminated the deal, they're not the same country. T see it in many 
different ways. Their economy has crashed. Their currency has crashed. They're having riots 
every week, big ones, in every city. They're not the same country. They're bringing back 
soldiers from places that would be unthinkable six months ago or a year ago. 

WSJ: Do you have any regrets about supporting MBS? You've worked—Jared's worked 
closely with him. 

Mr. Tninnp: Yeah. 

WSJ: Any regrets about that? 

Mr. Trump: Well, Jared never did business with him, by the way, you know. So just so you 
know. 

But you know', they're two young people. They got along well. They didn't see each other. It's 
a long way away. But it's not a question of regret. I'd be disappointed if this took place. 

Now, if you look at Iran, this is—you know, what they do is—take a look at all the people 
they've killed. I mean, they're the number-one state spoiisur of terror in the world. 

WSJ: Would this be a—is there any scenario, depending on what happens, what your—what 
you investigation shows, that you would consider canceling that arms deal or— 

Mr. Tninnp: So here's what I—here’s what Tm going to do. It's a fair question. The Kavanatigh 
[Supreme Court] hearing was very interesting, and I was given the pow'cr to oversee the FBI 
investigation. 1 was the one that was supposed to do it, by statute. 

And I decided that no matter w'hat I did, if I said let's make it 10 years, the investigation, and 
let's use every single person in the FBI to do it, people would say, oh, he should do more than 
that. And what I did is I said I want the Senate to do and whatever they want me to do I will so 
order. And it went really very flawlessly. You know, and it was well-received because 
whatever they wanted —if they wanted a week, I gave them a week. They wanted this or they 
wanted an extension, I would have given them an extension. 

And I'm going to do something very similar here. I'm going to give Congress—and you have 
some very interested people in Congress on both sides. You have people that do not want to 
lose $450 billion worth of investment and you have others that think that we should. 1 disagree 
with them. But I'm going to let the people in Congress head it along with myself, as opposed 
to by myself. Because if I do by myself everybody, including the media, no matter what I do, 
will say, oh, gee, why couldn't you have done this or that. 

WSJ: Another thing with Kavanaugh, though, is that you didn’t want to put too much time on 
that. You know, you wanted— 
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Mr. Trump: That's true. 1 wanted it speedy. And 1 could do that. 

WSJ: Congress doesn't come back tor several weeks. 

Mr. Trump: I know. That's true, which is the only thing. You're right. They're out for a little 
while. But regardless, I just want to do it that way. I think I’m going to do it that way. 

WSJ: So if Congress came along and said we want to cancel arms sales, you would go along 
with that? 

Mr. Trump: Well, 1 would—I would tell them upfront that 1 think that would be a very foolish 
thing to do. And then if they came, I would certainly at least think about it. But I think—I 
think if we do that, we're hurting ourselves much more than we're hurting Saudi Arabia. If we 
cancel $450 billion—don't forget, you were on the trip, I think—I went to Saudi Arabia. 

WSJ: Oh, not that trip. I was on the Asia trip. 

Mr. Trump: It was unbelievable. But I went to Saudi Arabia first, not because of any reason 
other than 1 said if I'm going to go first—they wanted me to go there so badly— 1 would like 
you, as a sign of good faith, to order a large amount of equipment and other things from the 
United States that would create jobs, economic development, And we agreed to a number of 
$450 billion. There's never been anything like that. And I put them first on my list. And I 
really —I like the king. I did speak to the king, too. I don't think the king was involved. I think 
it's—I don't think—I mean, the king is—1 don't feel that the king—the king is involved. 

WSJ: How much of the deal has been done? 

Mr. Trump: It's—it gets done over a period of time. 

WSJ: Do you know where you’re at? 

Mr. Trump: No, but a lot of—a lot of the contracts were handed out that day. And there were 
letters of intent and different things. But, Michael, it's a lot. Even if you took it and made it a 
lot less than that, it's the largest order ever made. 

WSJ: Mr. President, you said you're sure you don't believe the king is involved. Are you less 
certain about the prince? 

Mr. Trump: Well, the prince is running things over there more so at this stage. The crown 
prince —he's running thing.s, and so if anybody were going to be in it would be him. Just my 
feeling. 1 spoke with the king. I don't believe—you know, he denied it very, very strongly. I 
got to know him fairly well. And I don't think he knew about this. And the crown prince 
denied it equally vociferously, and 1 hope that he didn't know about it too. 

WSJ: And is there any timeline— 

Mr. Trump: I think there's a difference if he knows about it or doesn't. Now, he knew about it 
after it took place, but so did you, so did 1. 

WSJ: Is there any timeline, like with Kavanaugh, by which you want to have decided what the 
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response will be? 

Mr. Trump: No, the only thing is that, you know. Congress is out now for a little while. 

WSJ: Right. 

Mr. Trump: But we can get them a lot of information. We have a lot of information. We'll get 
them a lot of information, then we'll make a decision together. Congress would like to be 
involved in this one. 

WSJ: But there’s no point by w^hich you want to have made a decision? 

Mr. Trump: No, I don't think so. Well, the press is going crazy over this. They're going crazy. 
Well, it's a whole—it's a-—^it's a potentially a very brutal story, depending on the way it all 
happened. 

WSJ: Has your intelligence team reviewed any audio or video or sort of the things that have 
been talked about? 

Mr. Trump: I’d rather report to you in a day or two because they're all coming back now. 

WSJ: Have they given you any preliminary reports an what they’ve seen and heard? 

Mr. Trump: They have a lot of information. 1 actually said don't give it to me on the phone. I 
don't want it uii the phone. As good as these phones arc suppijsed to be — (laughter)— 

WSJ: We do want to make a ton of news on this interview, Mr. President, so we’ll move on in 
a second. But just one more on Saudi. You said during the campaign trail you thought Saudi 
was mostly responsible for 9/1L Do you still feel that way? 

Mr. Trump: On what? On the what? 

WSJ: For the terrorist attacks on 9/11. 

Mr. Trump: Well, 1 said before I was president that was— 

WSJ: Do you still believe—yeah, that was from the campaign trail. 

Mr. Trump: I mean, you had, what, 18 people and I think, 17 —whatever it is. Only one didn't. 
Well, I—that's right. And I w^as always critical of President Bush for attacking Iraq. I said, 

Iraq did not knock down the World Trade Center. They came out of Saudi Arabia. And they 
went to^—^they went to Afghanistan. But out of the 15— 

WSJ: Nineteen hijackers, 15 w^ere Saudi nationals. 

Mr. Trump: It was 19 and 18. Oh, was it 15"^ OK. Whatever. It was a vast—you know, so out 
of 19, 14 were Saudi. 

WSJ: Fifteen, yeah. 
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Mr. Trump; Fifteen were Saudi. 

WSJ: So what responsibility does Saudi Arabia have for maintaining this relationship? 

Mr. Trump: And that's what's reported now, I assume. But I assume that's been the number 
we're hearing, 15—15 out of the 19, yeah. Say it again? 

WSJ: Then what—^^just to wrap this up a little bit, what responsibility does Saudi Arabia have 
for maintaining this relationship? I mean, as lung as it gives—as long as it is willing to invest 
tens of billions of dollars, is that good enough? 

Mr. Trump: Oh, I think they have. I think they have—Well, they have a very big relationship 
to maintaining the relationship. Don’t forget if it wasn’t for us, it could very well be that Saudi 
Arabia wouldn't last very long. I’ve been saying that. T’ve asked in a very strong fashion— 
before this happened — I've asked Saudi Arabia to pay us a tremendous amount of money for 
defense. We’re defending Saudi Arabia. They have—they’re a vastly wealthy country, and 
we're defending them, and we’re nut being reimbui^ed for our costs. A very small percentage 
is being reimbursed. And I've told them — and other countries—this is no secret, f ve been 
saying this to a lot of people. But there are other countries that are very wealthy. 

You know, it's one thing if we're defending somebody, a counlr}' that's really being horribly 
harmed and—that’s one thing—and doesn’t have economic strength. But, you know, we 
defend countries that are immensely wealthy, and then don't ask for anything—then don't ask 
for anything. So thafs the story—we can't have that. 

WSJ: Taxes. Your middle-class tax cut, can you say a little bit about where that came from? 

Mr. Trump: This is a resolution. Well, this—I've been working on this with Kevin Brady for a 
long lime. And because w'e're doing so w'ell—we couldn’t have done this originally. I would 
have put it into the original bill. But we couldn't have done it originally because we—you 
know, we've become—I mean, we’re doing really well. The numbers are really good, 

WSJ: How are you going to define middle class? 

Mr. Trump: Well, we’ll define it. Well have to—well have to define that. I mean, there is a 
definition, but we'll make sure the definition is right. 

WSJ: Do you have any thoughts on where that should be? 

Mr. Trump: This would not be for business. Now, this would be in addition, because the 
middle class did very well with the original bill. I would have put this into the original hill, but 
at that time nobody thought we would do as well as we’re doing—you know^, the 42 [percent 
second-quarter GDP growth] and it looks like we're going to have another good quarter 
coming up. 

WSJ: Then why need it? Why do you need this one, then"^ 

Mr. Trump: Because 1 think it's a good thing for the middle class. And don't forget, that’s 
money that gets distributed back into the economy. In a different way than a business would 
do it, but it’s money distributed back into the economy. And we are going to do~we’re doing 
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very well, 

WSJ: Do you have any idea where that—should the cutoff be for the middle class? 

Mr. Trump: No, I just—we're going to a 10%, No, that'll be—that'll be—will be a great thing 
for the middle class. I think the middle class deserves it. The middle class has been forgotten 
for many, many years. I call it the forgotten men and women. They came out, and they like 
Trump. But the fact is the middle class has been forgotten for many years. And what we're 
going to do—this would be a resolution, because they Ve out, but we're doing the resolution 
now^ 

WSJ: We can't do the resolution dll they get back. 

Mr. Trump: They have to—when they get back, we'll do the actual filings. 

WSJ: And how is this going to be revenue neutral? You mentioned in the pool spray— 

Mr. Trump: We have a way. WeYe going to—weYe going to announce it at that time, but 
think we can make it revenue neutral based on certain— 

WSJ: Wall Street Journal readers would really like to know'. 

Mr. Trump: In fact, if you call Kevin Hassett, let him tell you, because I was going over it. 
Kevin will give it to you. You know^ Kevin very well. 


WSJ: Yeah. 


Mr. Trump: And this is money that comes back, because it's money that's going to be spent on 
buying cars—hopefully cars made in the U.S.A., by the w'ay—but it's going to be spent on 
things that we make and sell in the United States. 

WSJ: Right now, three weeks ahead of the election, where we're at; the economy, as you say, 
them's a lot of positive signs. What are the biggest risks right now for the— 

Mr. Trump: The Fed. 

WSJ: The Fed? 

Mr. Trump: To me, the Fed is the biggest risk because I think that—I think interest rates are 
being raised too quickly. 1 think, to me, the biggest risk is the Fed, because my trade deals are 
great deals. And the tariffs—you saw what I put out today on the tariffs, 1 guess, did you see I 
put out a little social media. We have a lot of money coming into this country, people donY 
realize. And ultimately, I’ll use it to negotiate. And if they don't negotiate a free—don’t forget, 
they wouldn't even meet with President Obama, Europe and these other countries. They 
wouldn't even meet. You know, the European Union wouldn't even meet. They said, we are 
very happy with the deal. Well, I'm not happy with the deaf And if they don't do the right 
thing, I'll put tariffs on the cars. And if they do, there wonY be any tariffs. And tariffs are a 
great negotiating—now, tariffs essentially ended in 1913, and the country was rich. If you read 
some of McKinley's speeches, they w^ere very interesting. He talked about we will not allow 
the outsider to come in and take our wealth from us without having to pay. 
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Mr. Trump: I could never have done it [renegotiated Nafta] without tariffs. Without tariffs I 
could have never made the deal. 


WSJ: OK. 

Mr. Trump: No, because I said, look, fellows, I say that—I say that all the time. I have nothing 
to hide. If I put tariffs on cars coming in from the European Union—Mercedes Benzes, you 
know, the BMWs, all of them; millions of cars pouring in. If I put a 25% or a 20% tariff on 
those cars, the money would be staggering that we w'ould take in. 

They w'ouldn’t meet with Obama, the European Union. Japan wouldn't meet with Obama. And 
they wouldn't meet with us either. After a few months I said, all right, that's all right. So I 
called them up. J said, listen, we don't have to meet with you anymore; w'e're just going to put 
tariffs on your cars coming in. They were in my office the next day. 

WSJ: A lot t)f people say that tariffs are really the biggest threat to the economy long teim. 

Mr. Trump: We don't have any tariffs. 

WSJ: But you're saying it's the Fed. 

Mr. Trump: It's so much nonsense, OK. This is your story. We don't even have tariffs. I'm 
using tariffs to negotiate. I mean, other than some tariffs on steel—which is actually small, 
what do we have? I didn't put them on the USMCA. We have a trade deal. 1 didn’t put them on 
in South Korea, We have a trade deal. That was the worst deal. That was a deal made by 
Hillary Clinton, It was a horrible deal. We made it into a sound deal. 

But I didn't put tariffs. Where do we have tariffs? We don't have tariffs anywhere. I read that 
today: We're woiried about the tariffs. You know what happens? A business that's doing badly 
always likes to blame Trump and the tariffs because ifs a good excuse for some incompetent 
guy that's making $25 million a year. 

WSJ: Just to go back to the Fed for a second— 

Mr. Trump: But think of it, Michael. We don't have tariffs. Where do we have tariffs? I'm 
talking tariffs, I’ll use tariffs. I mean it. I've said I was going to put tariffs on European Union 
cars, right? They came to my office. We made the concept of a deal. We'll see what happens. 
But they agreed to a deal that they wouldn't even talk about. There's no tariffs. 

WSJ: So—sorry—if you think the Fed is the biggest risk, though, are there circumstances 
where you would consider trying to remove the chair? 

Mr. Trump: I don't know. I’m Just saying this. I'm very unhappy with the Fed, because Obama 
had zero interest rates and I have almost normalized—and maybe nonnalized, depending on 
who you're talking to—interest rates. You give me zero interest rates and you show me my 
numbers with zero interest rates. He had phony numbers because it was based on zero interest. 
Well, you know, he had—he had zero interest. 

Plus, Obama took something where there was a lot more provision—you know, there was a lot 


OS J 1/1:19-CV-00234/000460 



more putential for gain because, you know, il was at the bottom of a cycle. But forget that. 
Obama had 7,ero interest rates. A very great guy last week was saying, 'If you give—if you 
take what Trump has done and you leave interest rates where they were when 1 took over, we'd 
have the greatest—w'ell, we already do; we already have—but w'e'd have the greatest economy 
in history. 

WSJ: And why not talk to Powell about those frustrations? Have people told you not to? 

Mr. Trump: Because in theory he's supposed to be independent. But I'm not happy with w'hat 
he's doing at all, 

WSJ: Do you regret hiring him? 

Mr. Trump: And it almost looks like he's happy raising interest rates. 

WSJ: What do you mean? 

Mr. Trump: 1 just don’t like what he's doing. And I will let—^1 will let him know through you 
because 1 leave him be, independent. 

WSJ: Yeah. How is he supposed to interpret these? Because you said it’s supposed to be 
independent. 

Mr. Trump: It's supposed to be interpreted. He can interpret it anyway he wants. I'm just 
telling you I've done very well with instinct. My instinct is that he's raising it too much. When 
we make—when we—every time we do something great, he raises the interest rates. We do 
great. How the hell do you compete with that? And Obama—remember, this is very important 
—Obama had zero interest. He had— 

WSJ: Why do you think he's doing that? 

Mr. Trump: He was supposed to be a low-intcrcst-rate guy. It's turned out that he's not. 

WSJ: Knowing how he's behaved, would you have picked somebody else, in retrospect? 

Mr. Trump: Too early to say, but maybe. 

WSJ: What level of action from him would it take for you to step up— 

Mr. Trump: Well, there'll be a point when I would have to find out. Look, there are a lot of 
people that agree with me, just so we understand, you know. 1 read them all. 1 read everybody. 
There are a lot of people that agree with me. 

So I have a hot economy going. Every time we do something, he raises rates. Now, what does 
that do? That means we pay more on debt, right? That means we pay more on debt and we 
slow down the economy, both bad things. 

Now, when there's inflation, which there’s not of any consequence. I'm ail for it. I'd even do it 
more. I'd rather do il slower and heavier, at a later date, if we need it. But the point is that you 
give—you give me the interest rates that President Obama was paying—anybody can do that 
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with zero interest. But we're paying almost a normalized rate. Some people think we’re paying 
a normalized rate. How many increases has he had? Five already? Five? Five. Five increases, 

WSJ: Do you think— 

Mr. Trump: So we had a good quarter. 

STAFF; One more question. 

Mr. Trump: We had a good quarter. We’re making, boom, and we have an interest-rate hike. 

So 1 like him as a person. 1 am not—1 disagree with him as to the raising of the rates. What I’d 
rather do is keep the rates low and pay amortization. 

WSJ: I know we're running short on time here. J had a few things— 

Mr. Trump: Well, let me just say, because to me that's maybe the most important. 1 would like 
to see the rates be low and pay amortization, pay off debt. And when he keeps raising interest 
rates, you can’t do that, 

WSJ: I think you were about to express what level of action from him would it take for you— 

Mr. Trump: No level of action right now. But all I'm saying is that I would like to pay —I 
would like to have interest rates low and I'd like to pay off debt. But you can't pay off debt 
when he keeps raising the interest rates. I mean, we had a case where he raised the interest 
rates right before we have a bond offering. So you have a bond offering and you have 
somebody raising interest rates, so you end up paying more on the bonds. Now you tell me, 
does that—does that make sense? To me it doesn't make sense. You understand what I’m 
saying, Michael, right? With that being said, I'm not happy, and that's my only expression. Its 
the only thing I can tell you. 

What I'd like to see is the interest rate be lower, and I'd like to form the rest of it in the form of 
amortization, and even more than the combination of interest rate plus amortization. I'd like to 
—plus the gap. I'd like to pay amortization and start reducing debt. But how do you do that 
when he keeps raising interest rates on you? I'd like to let all of that interest that he's raising 
pay off debt, and we could do that. We'd pay off a lot of debt. 

STAFF: Sir, your next meeting is here, so maybe you guys— 

Mr. Trump: OK. 

STAFF;—have one last question. 

Mr. Trump: So with all the—I'm not doing anything. I'm independent. But I'm allowed to say 
what I think. That’s what I think, I think he's making a mistake. 1 want to pay amortization. 
You can't pay amortization when he's raising interest rates, OK? 

WSJ: I wanted to ask you— 

Mr. Trump: To the extent that they’re raising them. 
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WSJ: I just wanted to ask you, before we have to go, about your former lawyer, Miehael 

Cohen. He— 


Mr. Trump: About who? 

WSJ: About Michael Cohen, your former lawyer. He said that you ordered him to arrange 
these payments during the 2016 campaign. 

Mr. Trump: I've discussed that so much. Nobody cares about that. 

WSJ: But do you feel betrayed by your former lawyer— 

Mr. Trump: Well, he's not allowed. 

WSJ:—that he's now turning on you? 

Mr. Trump: I mean, he's a lawyer. He's got tremendous legal liability. Hc'.s a lawyer. It's 
unthinkable that a lawyer would tape a client, that a lawyer would make statements to—^he’s 
got tremendous legal liability. He shouldn't do that. 

Yeah, I'm surprised that he did it, but one of those things. But that a lawyer would tape a 

client, that a lawyer would make statements to people, he's not allowed to do that legally. 

WSJ: And you're saying— 

Mr, Trump: He's got—he's got—all I can say is he's got tremendous legal liability for doing 
that. 

WSJ: And you're saying you never discussed any of these payments with him during the 
campaign— 

Mr. Trump: I've made all the statements. 

WSJ:-— that he did it. 

Mr. Trump: Why do I have to say it again? I'm just saying a lawyer can't do that. Now, he 
represented me on very small things. He w'as like a public-relations person. But he was also a 
lawyer. A lawyer can't do that. Can you imagine a lawyer taping a client? I’ve seen lawyers 
that are very tough, very smart. They've told me, they've said they've never heard of that 
before. They've never even heard of it. 

WSJ: What was your reaction when you found out that he had decided— 

Mr. Trump: I was surprised. 

WSJ:—to make this payment? 

Mr. Trump: I was surprised. Who knew? Anybody would be surprised. Now, of the tapes, 
there was one tape and that—it was a meaningless tape. There were many other tapes, though. 
He taped many, many people. He was taping many people. Hey, I wasn’t his only client, He 
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was—you know, he had clienls. He hatl a lot of clients, 1 guess, over the years. 

The other thing is—this wasn't me. This was having to do with the taxi industry' or something. 
But he has—and financing, but nothing to do with me. But for a lawyer to tape a client is 
unthinkable. I've dealt with—I've spoken to lawyers that were tough people, that have seen it 
all. They'd never heard of that one. But remember this, that the one little tape, but he also 
taped many other people—many, many people. 

WSJt Many, yeah. Were you angry? 

Mr. Trump: And those tapes, as I've heard, are unbelievably complimentary to me. 

WSJ: I've heard that too. 

STAFF; We've got to go. 

WSJ: Were you angry when you found out dial he had niade— 

Mr. Trump; OK. Well, wait a minute, that’s a big point. But, you know, they're unbelievable. 
OK, so this is used in writing. 

WSJ: Yeah. 

Mr. Trump: I don't want to hear it on the radio or anything. 


WSJ; No. 


Mr. Trump: We'll do it again, Michael. 
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Analysis Team, 

Please try to pull the article at the link below and send to all on this email. 
Thanks much! 


{b)(6) 


Senior Military Assistant 

Office o f the A.ssist anl to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
Penta poiKb)(6) | _ 

NIPR (b)(6) 

SIPR 

Offici 

Ceil: 


On Oct 24, 2018, at 5:42 PM. 
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wrote: 


Dana or Charlie - can you help me get this full article? 1 don't have WSJ access. 


Thanks! 


httDs://www.wsi.com/article5/transcriot-Qf-Dre5ident-trumD5-interview-with-the-wall- 

street-iourna 1-1540383205 
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US, 

DEPT OF 

DEFENSE 


BRIEFING CARD 
Jan. 30, 2019 
Death of Khashoggi 


/ am not going to speculate on the death of Mr. Khashoggi or any potential 
impacts to foreign policy with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

.Desired Headlines 

• Strong U.S.-Saudi Ties Critical to Stability in the Middle East 

• Security Cooperation Remains Strong in Face of Geo-Political Challenges 

Key Points 

• There’s been no change in the mil-to-mil relationship that we have with Saudi 
Arabia and the parameters of that relationship. And if there is a change in that, 
we'll certainly make sure that you’re aware of it. 

• The murder of Khashoggi is separate from the Yemen situation. That stands 
unique by itself. 

• I’m not going to speculate on foreign policy. The implications of everything 
going on extend far beyond our defense relationship are currently being handled 
through political and diplomatic efforts. 

• We don't discuss intelligence matters in public. 

• When it comes to the Khashoggi murder, we have every expectation that 
whoever was involved in this, whether directly involved or directing the murder, 
is going to be held to account. 

• We have to determine a way to hold those accountability tor Khashoggi's murder 
white also not reducing the strategic imperative to work together in order to 
remain unified against Iran’s malign activities and influence across the Middle 
East. 

Coordinated with: Policy, NSC, State Department 


Prepared 


MNOWYOURMIL 
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CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

wn 

As discussed. Please see POTUS statement below. Articles on this issue tiave started to publisli. 


V/r, 

{b)(6) 


Ottice of the Assis tant to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
Penta Kon|(b)(6) | 



Link: lmps://vvww.tvtmehoJse.^ov/hnefings-5tatemeiUs/statemeni-presiderl-dojialiJ-i-trunip-sta[idiiie-saufli-araliia/ 


Statement from President Donald J. Trump on Standing with Saudi Arabia 
20 Nov 201 

America First! 

T he world is a very dangerous place! 

The country of Iran, as an example, is responsible for a bloody proxy war against Saudi Arabia in Yemen, trying m 
destabiliz.e Iiaq's fragile attempt at democracy, supporting the tenor group Hezbollah m Lebanon, propping up 
dictator Bashar Assad in Syria iwho has killed millions of his own citizens), and much more. Likewise, the Iranians 
have killed many Americans and other innocent people throughout the Middle East. Iran states openly, and with 
great force, "Death to America!” and "Death to Israel!" Iran is considered "the world's leading sponsor of terror.'" 

On the other hand, Saudi Arabia would gladly withdraw from Yemen if the Iranians would agree to leave. They 
would immediately provide desperately needed hunianitartan assistance. Additionally, Saudi Arabia has agreed to 
spend billions of dollars in leading the fight against Radical Islamic Terrorism. 

After my heavily negotialed trip to Saudi Arabia last year, the Kingdom agreed to spend and invest S450 billion in 
the United States. This is a record amount of money. It will create hundreds of thousands of jobs, tremendous 
economic development, and much additional wealth for the United States. Of the S450 billion, SI Hi billion will be 
spent on the purchase of military equipment from Boeing, Lockheed Marlin, Raytheon and many other great U.S. 
defense contractors. If we foolishly cancel these contracts, Russia and China would be the enormous beneficiaries - 
and very happy to acquire all of this newfound business, ll would be a wonderful gift to them directly from the 
United States! 

The cnme against Jamal Khashoggi was a temble one, and one that our country does not condone. Indeed, we have 
taken strong action against those already known to have participated in the murder. After great independent 
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research, we now know many details of this horrible crime. We have already sanctioned 17 Saudis known to have 
been involved in the murder of Mr. KhasboggiT find the disposal of hjs body. 

Representatives of Saudi Arabia say that Jamal Khashoggi was an '‘eneiny of the state*' and a member of the Musliin 
Brotherhood, but my decision is in no way based on that - this is an unacceptable and horrible crime. King Sahiian 
and Crown Pin nee Mohammad bin Salman vigorously deny any knowledge of the planning or execution of the 
murder of Mr. Khashoggi. Our intelligence agencies continue to assess all informatiou, but it could very' well be that 
the Crown Prince had knowledge of this tragic event ^ maybe he did and maybe he didn’t! 

Tliat being sajd^ we i^iay never know all of the f acts sm ioiuiding the murder of Mr. Jamal Khashoggi. In any case, 
our relationship is with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. They have been a great ally in our very important fight 
against Iran. The United States intends to remain a steadfast partner of Saudi Arabia to ensure the interests of our 
country, Israel and all othei partners in the region. It is our paramount goal to fully eliminate the threat of tenoiism 
throughout the world! 

I ujidersland there are members of Congress who, for political or other reasons, would like to go in a different 
direction - and they aie free to do so, I will consider whatever ideas ore presented to me, but only if they are 
consistent with the absolute securify and safety of America, After the United States, Saudi Arabia is the largest oil 
producing nation in the world, Tliey have worked closely with us and have been very responsive to my requests to 
keeping oil prices at reasonable levels ^ so important for the world. As President of the United States I intend to 
ensure that, in a very dangerous world, America is piusuing its national interests and vigorousl) contesting countries 
that wish to do us harm. Very sjinply it is called America First! 


(b)(6) 

Office of the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
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From: 

Marnin^. Roben HI COL UMMY_0_iP_PAlUS) 


To: 

White. Dana W SES OSD iVS) 


Cc: 

OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Dutv Officer Press □Derationsl[b)(6) 

1(b)(6) 


lfbl(6) Il(btf6t Ifblfet 


Subject: 

Date: 

Re: FVSA: "Recep lay yip Erdogan: Saadi Arabia still has many questions to 
killing" (WPj 

Friday, November 2,2018 9:29:07 PM 

answer about Jamal Khasbnggi‘'s 


Yes Ma'am. 


Veiy respeeLfulIy, 
Rob 


Sent from my iPhone 


On Nov 2, 2018, at 8:00 PM, White, Dana W SES OSD (US) 
wrote: 


(b)(6) 


This should be in tomorrow’s MNON 

Ms. Dana W. White 

ATS D/PA _ 

(b)(6) 


Begin forwarded message: 


From: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis 
(b)(6) 


Date: November 2,2018 at 3:58:58 PM EDT 
To: OSD Pentagon PA List DPO CENTCOM 

P(6) 


Cc: "White, Dana W SES OSD (US)" 


PA (US)'l(b)(6) 

Ciumnieis, t narifis n ii j_ 

-1. (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

1(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

"Whitman, Burke W MaiGen USMC 

2ND MARDIV (US)’’ (b)(6) 

"Manninf^, 


Robert III COL USARMY OSD PA (US)" 



OS J 1/1:19-CV-00234/000475 






























OSD PcnLitiion PA Mailbux Duty OffiLcr Press Opci alions 


(b)(6) 


OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media 


Analysis|lb){6) 

Subject: FYSA: "Kecep Tayyip Erdogan: Saudi Arabia sti]l has 
many questions to answer about Jamal Khashoggi’s killing" 
(WP) 


RcccpTayyip Erdogan; Saudi Arabia still has many questions to 
answer about Jamal Khashoggi's killing 
Washington Post I Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

The story is all too familiar: Jamal Khashoggi, a Saudi journalist and 
a family man. entered Saudi Arabia's Consulate in Istanbul on Oct, 2 
for marriage formalities. No one - not even his Fiancee, who was 
waiting outside the compound - has ever seen him again. 

Over the course of tlie past inontli, Turkey has moved heaven and 
earth to .shed light on all aspects of this case. As a result of our 
efforts, the world has learned that Khashoggi was killed in cold blood 
by a death squad, and it has been established that his murder was 
premeditated. 

Yet (here are other, no less significant questions whose answers will 
contribute to our understanding of this deplorable act. Where is 
Khashoggi's body? Who is the "local collaborator" to whom Saudi 
officials claimed to have banded over Khashoggi’s remains? Who 
gave the order to kill this kind soul? Unfortunately, the Saudi 
authorities have refused to answer those questions. 

We know that the perpetrators are among the 18 suspects detained in 
Saudi Ai’abia. We also know that those individuals came to carry out 
their orders: Kill Khashoggi and leave. Finally, we know that the 
order to kill Khashoggi came from the highest levels of the Saudi 
government. 

Some seem to hope this "problem” will go away in time. But we will 
keep asking those questions, which are crucial to the criminal 
iove.stigation in Turkey, but also to Khashoggi'.s family and loved 
ones. A month after his killing, we still do not know where his body 
i.s. At the very least, he deserves a proper hiirial in line with Islamic 
customs. We owe it to his family and friends, including his former 
colleagues at The Post, to give them an opportunity to say their 
goodbyes and pay their respects to this honorable man. 'I'o ensure that 
the world will keep asking the same questions, we have shared the 
evidence with our friends and allies, including the United States. 

As we continue to look for answers, I would like to stress that Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia enjoy friendly relations, 1 do not believe for a 
second that King Salman, the custodian of the holy (nosques, ordered 
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ihe hilon Kliashoggi. Therefore, 1 hnve no reason lu believe ihaL his 
murder reflected Saudi Arabia's official policy. In this sense, it would 
be wrong to view the Khashoggi slaying as a "problem" between two 
countries. Nonetheless, I must add that our friendship with Riyadh, 
which goes back a long time, doesn't mean we will turn a blind eye to 
the premeditated murder that unfolded in front of our very eyes. The 
killing of Rhashoggi is inexplicable. Had this atrocity taken place in 
the United States or elsewhere, authorities in those countrie.s would 
have gotten to the bottom of what happened. It would be out of the 
question for us to act any other way. 

No one should dare to commit such acts on the soil of a NATO ally 
again. If anyone chooses to ignore that warning, they will face severe 
consequences. The Khashoggt murder was a elear violation and a 
blatant abuse of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. 
Failure to punish the perpetrators could set a very dangerous 
precedent. 

This is another reason we were shocked and saddened by the efforts 
of certain Saudi officials to cover up Khashoggi's premeditated 
murder rather than serve the cause of justice, as our friendship would 
require. Though Riyadh has detained 18 suspects, it is deeply 
concerning that no action has been taken against the Saudi consul 
general, who lied through his teeth to the media and fled Turkey 
shoiily afterward. Likewise, the refusal of the Saudi public 
prosecutor - who recently visited his courtteipart in Istanbul - to 
cooperate with the investigation and answer even simple questions is 
very frustrating. His invitation for Turkish investigators to Saudi 
Arabia for more talks about the case felt like a desperate and 
deliberate stalling tactic. 

The murder of Jamal Kha.shoggi involvc.s a lot more than a group of 
security officials, just as the Watergate scandal was bigger than a 
break-in and the 9/11 terror attacks went beyond the hijackers. As 
responsible members of the international community, we must reveal 
the identities of the puppetmasters behind Khashoggi's killing and 
discover those in whom Saudi officials - still trying to cover up the 
murder - have placed their trust. 

—Rccep Tayyip Erdogan is the pre.sidcnt of Turkey. 


(b)(6) _ 

Office of the Assistant to the Secretarv of Defense for Public Affairs 
[(b)(6) 1 
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From; QSEJ-aQta£g.n PA IVtjilboi' Media Anal^'sis 

To: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Dufa Officer Press Operations: White. Dana W SES OSD (U5^ _ 

Cc; Manning, Roherr [tl COL USARMY OSD PA (USl(b)(6) | 

l/hA I OSD PerUagQn PA MailfapJ: Media Anaivsis 

Subject: RE: FVSA: ’’Recep Tayyip Erdogen: Saudi Arabia still has many qaestians ta answer about Jamal Khashoggf's 

killing" (WP) 

Date: Friday, November 2,2016 8:11:05 PM 


Flagged for MNON inclusion. Thank you Tor the guidance. 


{b)(6) 


Office of ihe Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 


{b)(6) 


-Original Message- 

From: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Duty Officer Press Operations 
Sent: Friday, Nnvernher 2, 2018 8:04 PM_ 


To: White, Dana W SRS OSD (US; (b)(6) 


(b)(6) I 

(b)(6) 

OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis (b)(6) 

(b)(6) I 




Khashoggi's killing" (WP) 


h will be, ma'am. 


V/R, 

Duty Officer 

De fen se Pre ss O pera ti on s 


On Nov 2,2018, at 8:00 PM, White, Dari a W SES OSD (US) 
(h)(6) wrote! 


(b)(6) 


This should be in lomomiw's MNON 

Ms. Dana W. While 
ATS D/PA 

Me) 


Begin forwarded mes.sage: 




From: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis (b)(6) 

] 


Date; November 2,20IS at 2:5S:5S PM EDT 


To: OSD Pentagon PA List DPO CENTCOM (b)(6} 


(b)(6) 
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(b)(6) 


2ND MARDIV (US)" 



oniei; A Kimberley (Kmi) SES OSD PA 
>, "Whitman, Burke W MujCen USAIC 
k 'MajTiiing, Robert 111 


COL USARMY OSD PA (US) 





OSD Pentagon PA 


Mailbox Duty Otncer Press Operat]ons |(b)(6) 

OSD Pentagoji PA Mailbox Media Analysis|{b)(6) I 


(bK6) 


Subject: FYSA; "Recep Tayyip Erdogan: Saudi Arabia still has m£my questions to answer about Jamal 
Kbashoggi's killing" (WP) 


Re cep Tayyip Erdogan: Saudi Arabia still has many questions to answer about Janiai Khashoggi's killing 

Washington Post I Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

The story is all too fannliax; Jarnal Khasboggi. a Saudi journalist and a family man» entered Saudi Arabia's 
Consulate in Istanbul on Oct; 2 Tor marriage formal it jes. No one - not even his fiancee, w'ho was waiting outside the 
compound - has ever seen him again. 

Over the course of the past month, Turkey has moved heaven and earth to shed light on all aspects of this 
case. As a result of our elforts, the world has leartied that Khashoggi was killed in cold blood by a death squad, and 
it has been established that his murder was pijepiediiialed. . i 

Yet there are other, Jio less significant questions it^hose answers will contribute to our understanding of 
this deplorable act. Where is Khashoggi's body’^f 'Jocal collabomtor" to whom Saudi officials claimed to 

have handed over Khashoggi's remains? Who gave fbc order to kill this kind soul? Unfortunately, the Saudi 
authorities have refused to answer those questions. 

We know that the perpetrators ai e among the 18 suspects detained in Saudi Arabia. We also know that 
those individuals came to carry out their orders: Kill Khashoggi and leave. Finally, we know that the order to kill 
Khashoggi came from the highest levels of the Saudi government. 

Some seem to hope this problem” w ill go away in time. But we will keep asking those questions, which 
are ciucial to the criminal investigation in Turkey, but also to Khashoggi's family and loved ones, A month after his 
killing, we still do not know where his body is. At the very" least, he deserves a proper burial in line with Islamic 
customs. We owe it to his family and friends, including his fomier colleagues at The Post, to give them aji 
opportunity to say their goodbyes and pay their respects to this honorable man. To ensur e that the world will keep 
asking the same que.stions, we have shared the evidence with our friends and allies, including the United States. 

As we continue to look for answers, I would like to stress that Turkey and Saudi Arabia enjoy friendly 
relations, I do not believe for a second that King Salman, the custodian of the holy mosques, ordered the hit on 
Khashoggi. Tlierefoi'e, I have no reason to believe that his murder reflected Saudi Arabia's official policy. In this 
sense, it would be wrong to view the Khashoggi slaying as a ''problem" between two countries. Nonetheless, I must 
add that our friendship with Riyadh, which goes back a long time, doesn't mean we will turn a blind eye to the 
premeditated murder that unfolded in front of our very' eyes. Tlie killing of Kliashoggi is inexplicable, flad this 
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atrocity taken place in the United States or eljsewherej authorItie.s in those countries would have gotten to the bottom 
of what happened. It w'ould be out of the question for us to act any other way* 

No one should dare to coniuiJt such acts on the soil of a NATO ally again. If anyone chooses to ignore that 
warning, they will face severe consequences. The Khashoggi inurdei w as a clear violation and a blatatit abuse of the 
Vienna Convention on Consular Relation.^. Failure to punish the pci^etratoiTi could set a very dangerous precedent 

This is another reason we were shocked and saddened by the efforts of certain Saudi officials to cover up 
Khashoggi's piemeditated murder rather than seive the cause of justice, as our fiierdship would require. Though 
Riyadh has detained 11^ suspects, it is deeply concerning that no action has been taken against the Saudi consul 
general, who lied through his teeth to the media and fled Turkey shortly afterward. Likewise, the refusal of the Saudi 
public prosecutor - who recently visited his counteryjart in Istanbul - to cooperate with tlie investigation and answer 
even simple questions is very' fiiistmtlng. His invitation for Turkish investigators to !9audi Arabia for more talks 
about the case felt like a desperate and deliberate stalling tactic. 

The imirder of Jamal Khashoggi involves a lot more than a group of security officials, just as the 
Watergate scandal was bigger than a break-in and the 9/1 1 teiTor attacks went beyond tlie hijackers. As responsible 
members of the international community, we must reveal the identities of the puppetmasters behind Khashoggi^s 
killing and discover those in whom Saudi officials - still tiying to cover up the murder < have placed their trust. 

—Recep Tayyip Crdogan is the president of Turkey, 


1(b)(6) I 

Office of the Assi.staiit to the Secretaiy of Defense fur Public Affairs 

Fj(6) 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

subject: 

Date: 


(b){Q) I _, 

lfb¥6i 1_ 

White. Dana W 5E5 OSD (US1:|(b)(6) _ 

re: FYSA: POTUS statement on saudf AraNa (UNCLASSIFIED) 
Tuesday^ NoVEmber 20, ZD1B 2:03:36 PVl 


CopVf ma'am* Flagging for Chief. 


-O riginal Message- 


Froni: (b)(6) 


Se nt: Tuesday, Novemher 20, 2Ulii 2:02 PM 


To 


(b)(6) 


Cc: White. Dana W SES OSD (US 11(b)(6) 


111 COL USAKM\ OSD PA (US) (b)(6) 


USl 

S)^ 


]m aiming, Robert 


Subject: FW: FYSA: POl’US Statement on Saudi Arabia (UNCLASSIPiF:D} 


CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



As discussed. Please see POT US statement below. Articles on this issue 
have started to publish. 

V/n _ 

1(b)(6) ~l 

Senior Military Assistant 

Office of the Assistant to the Secretary ot Def ense for Pub I ic Affairs 
(b)(6) 


Lmk: 

liltps://www.svliilehouse.gov/brie[uig?.-i,lute[iienU/statenienl-president-Juiiald-i 

-trutup-standitig-saudi-arabia/ 


Statement from President Donald,!*Trump on Standing with Saudi Arabia 
20 Noy 20is 

A men c a First! 

The world is a very dangerous place! 

The coiintiy of Iran, as an example, is responsible for a bloody proxy war 
against Saudi Arabia in Yemen, trying to destabilize Iraq's fragile attempt 
at democracy, supporting the tenor group Hezbollah in Lebanon, propping up 
dictator Bashar Assad ui S.yna (who has killed millions ot his own 
citizens), and much more, Likewise, the Iranians have kdled many Americans 
and other innocent people throughout the Middle East. Iran states openly. 
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and with great force, "'Death to America!" and "Death to Israel!" Iran is 
considered "the world's leading sponsor of terror." 

On the other hand, Saudi Arabia would gladly withdraw from Yemen if the 
Iranians would agree to leave. They would immediately provide desperately 
needed huinanitai ian assistance. Additionally, Saudi Arabia has agreed to 
spend billions of dollar s in leading the fight against Radical Islamic 
Terrorism. 

Aftei’ iny heavily negotiated ti ip to Saudi Arabia last year, the Kingdom 
agreed to spend and invest S450 billion in the United States. This is a 
record amount of money. It will create hundreds of thousands of jobs, 
tremendous economic development, and much additional wealth for the United 
States. Of the $450 billion, $110 billion will be spent on the purchase of 
militaiy equipment from Boeing, Lockheed Martin, Raytheon and many other 
great U.S. defense conti actors. If we foolishly cancel these contracts. 

Russia and China would be the enormous beneficial ies - and very happy to 
acquire all of this newfound business. It would be a wonderful gift to them 
directly from the United States! 

The crime against Jamal Khashoggi was a terrible one, and one that our 
countiT does not condone. Indeed, we have taken strong action against those 
already known to have participated in the muider. After great independent 
research, we now know^ many details of this horrible crime. We have already 
sanctioned 17 Saudis known to have been involved in the murder of Mr. 
Khashoggi, and the disposal of his body. 

Representatives of Saudi Arabia say that Jamal Khashoggi was an "enemy of 
the state" and a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, hut my decision is in no 
way based on that - this is an unacceptable and hori ihle crime. King Salman 
and Crown Pi inee Mohammad bin Salman vigorously deny any knowledge of the 
planning or execution of the mui der of Mr. Khashoggi. Our intelligence 
agencies continue to assess all information, hut it could very well be that 
the Crow n Prince had knowledge of this tragic event - nmybe he did and maybe 
he didn't! 

Tliat being said, we may never know all of the facts surrounding the murder 
of Mr. Jamal Khashoggi. In any case, our relationship is with the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. They have been a gieat ally in our vety important fight 
against Iran. The United States intends to remain a steadfast partner of 
Saudi Arabia to ensure the interests of our country, Israel and all other 
partners in the region. It is our paramount goal to fully eliminate the 
threat of terrorism throughout the world! 

I understand there are inenibers of Congress who, for political or other 
reasons, would like to go in a different direction - arid they are free to do 
so. T will consider whatever ideas are presented to me, but only if they are 
consistent with the absolute security and safety of America. After the 
United States, Saudi Arabia is the largest oil producing nation in the 
wor ld. They have worked closely with us and Irave been very responsive to niy 
requests to keeping oil prices at reasonable levels - so important for the 
wor ld. As President of the United States I intend to ensure tliat, in a very 
dangerous world, America is pursuing its national interests and vigorously 
contesting countries that wish to do us harm. Very simply it is called 
America Fir st! 
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(b)(6) 

of the AsMsmnt lo the Secretary of Defen se forPubJic Affairs 

(b)(6) 


CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 


Subject: 

Date: 


toaOQbn■CL^Q^■■QSDJ^U■£DJ^OLIC^U5■) 

PuliQ. David V SES OSD OU5D POLICY fUS) JfbU6l 

Dana W5E5 Q5D fUS): OSD PeiUdgun OUSD^lcvlisL U5&P MAs flTid 

Re: Wash Pd: Kilfing of Kl^ashoggi tests U.S. defense industry as backlash builds on Capitol Hill 

Thursday, November 22, 201S 3:07:S9 PM 


I whtte 


(b)(6) 


Thanks tor passing along the good news. Helpful as you say to prepare for the AiA meeting. 
Enjoy a great Thanksgiving and thanks for all the good work that you do.—John— 

Sent from my iPhone 


On Nov 22. 201 a. at 9:32 AM. 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

.vrote: 


Mr. Rood: 

Good news. 

A couple of weeks ago, we responded to a queiy from WashPo about your and 
Secretary Esper’s compliance with ethics requirements. 

The story ran today, front page (pasted below). 

There is no mention of you or Esper. The article does touch on former defense 
industry executives in the current administration and reference.s Charles Faulkner 
at Slate, 

It is worth a read before your AIA engagement next week, 

1 hope you and your family enjoy a restful Thanksgiving. 

V/r. 

P(6) I 


Killing of Khashoggi tests U.S. defense industry as backlash builds on 
Capitol Hill 


By Betb Reinhard, 

Tom Hamburger and 
Emma Brown 

November 21 at 9:49 PM 
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The powerful U.S. defense industry is facing a rare challenge to its 
influence on Capitol Hill as support for arms sales to Saudi Arabia has 
rapidly eroded following the killing last month of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi at the hands of Saudi govenuiient operatives, 

The defense industry's typically aggressive lobby has gone quiet as 
gruesome details of Khashoggi’s death have leaked and American 
intelligence officials have laid blame at the feet of Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, 

Even as President Trump has reiterated his support for continued sales of 
U.S weapons to the kingdom, congressional opposition to (hose sales and 
to U.S* support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen has mounted in recent 
weeks — testing the power of an industry that has sold tens of billions of 
dollais' worth of weapons systems to the kingdom since the 1950s. 


Growing bipiirtisan support for Senate legislation to cut off the arms sales 
marks a historic disruption in a seemingly inviolable arms-for'oil trade 
relationship that stretches back decades and is an unusual setback far one of 
the most influential lobbies in Washington. 

In the coming weeks, key senators are expected to push for a vote on 
a measurethat would impose sanctions on Saudi officials responsible for 
Khashoggi's death and suspend many weapons sales to Saudi Arabia until it 
ceases airstrikes in Yemen that have killed tens of thousands of civilians. 

The bill represents one of the first major breaks between congressional 
Republicans and the White House, which has embraced Saudi Arabia as a 
key Middle Eastern ally — a strategy driven by Jared Kushner, Tmmp’s 
son-in-law and senior adviser, who forged a strong personal relationship 
with the crown prince. 


But Trump’s staunch support for the kingdom in the face of the CIA’s 
conclusion that Mohammed ordered the assassination of KJiashoggi — a 
Washington Post contributing columnist — has triggered a backlash on 
Capitol Hill amid intensifying opposition to the war in Yemen. 

In an interview Tuesday, Sen. Lindsey 0. Graham (R-S.Cf), a Trump 
confidant who previously opposed efforts to restrict arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia, suggested lawmakers might tie federal funding to Saudi sanctions. 
He is co-sponsoring the bipartisan Senate measure, which would sus]3end 
licenses for some weapons that had been previously approved. 

"When it comes to the crown prince, it is not wise to lock away,” said 
Graham, calling the crown prince ''a wrecking ball” on the global stage. 

Other lawmakers wJio have backed aims deals with Saudi Arabia in the past 
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anJ are now reoonNidering their support include Sen. Mark. R. Warner (D- 
Va.), Rep. Eliot L. Engel (D-N.Y.) and House Minority Whip Steny H. 
Hoyer (D-Md.), according to recent votes and congressional aides. 

In the House, lawmakers are signing on to several proposals that would 
curtail Saudi deals, including one offered by Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Mass.) 
that would mandate updates on the investigation into Khashoggi's death 
before any new military sales to Saudi Arabia could be considered. 


McGovern’s district is home to Raytheon, which sells hundreds of millions 
of dollars’ worth of weapons to Saudi Arabia each year and whose 
corporate PAC ha.s been a top campaign donor for McGovern in recent 
year's. 

"'I care very much about jobs,” .said McGovern, who was an early critic of 
the war in Yemen. “But I don’t want to create jobs by selling weapons to 
governments that murder journalists in cold blood and then lie about it." 

The defense industry has long had a guiding hand on American foreign 
policy, facilitated by a parade of former military and government 
officials moving between coiporale jobs and key State Department and 
Defense Department post.s. Ll.S. defense companies have spentbetween 
$125 million and $130 million annually on lobbyttjg in recent years, plus 
tens of millions more on contributions to federal candidates, according to 
the noiipai tisan Center for Responsive Politics. 

In a sign of the industry’s muscle. Congress has only once voted to block a 
foreign arms deal through a key oversight tool known as a joint resolution 
of disapproval, according to a Congressional Research Service report. That 
effort ocemred more than three decades ago, in 1986, and the measure was 
vetoed by President Ronald Reagai. 

Since the start of the war in Yemen, the defense industiy — working 
alongside lobbyi,sts for Saudi Arabia — has successfully beat back 
congressional efforts, supported by human rights groups, to end or curtail 
U.S, support for the air war in that conflict. 

For now, the defense lobby is keeping a low profile, stressing the value of a 
strong U.S.-Saudi relationship while strategizing how to proceed, according 
to people familiar with the approach. Industry lobbyists said they are 
closely monitoring the dynamics between top Saudi leaders and Trump, 
who has emerged as the industry’s most vocliI lobbyist, touting the 
economic importance of Saudi arms deals. 

On Tuesday, the president suggested he might veto any congressional 
efforts to halt weapons sales. “We’re not going to give up hundreds of 
billions of dollars in orders and let Russia, China and everybody else have 
them,” he told reporters. 
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Officials from Rayiheoa Boeing, Lockheed Mailin and General Dynamics 
all declined The Post's mquests for comment on the fLiture of aims sales to 
Saudi Ai’abia after Khashoggi’s death. 


[Trump again uses arms sales to justify Saudi ties, dragging U.S^ defense 
contmctars into an nnwelconie dehafe] 

One executive said defense contractors are waiting to see whether the 
crown prince will be replaced before determining a course of action. 

U,S. defense contractors ‘'are really in a duck-and-cover mode, hoping to tie 
themselves to this as little as possible^ said a proinineiil defense executive 
who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of concern that publicly 
discussing the issue would be bad for business. 'To say that we're going to 
support this because we have a few thousand jobs at stake ,, . wc don't 
want lhal," the executive said. 

Pressed by Wall Street analysts about the impact of Khashoggi's 
disappearance last month, officials from Raytheon and another major firm 
that sells arms to Saudi Arabia, Lockheed Martin, made only brief 
statements vowing to heed U.S, policy toward one of their top foreign 
clients. 

"Tm pretty confident that will weather this complexity/’ Raytheon chief 
executive Thomas Kennedy said in an earnings call, without mentioning 
Khashoggi's name. 


Signs of slipping support 

The conllict that has ravaged one of the world's poorest countries pits the 
exiled Yemeni government, backed by the Saudi kingdom, against rebels 
known as Houthis, believed to be bolstered by Iran. U.S. assistance to the 
Saudi-led coalition, which began in 2015 under President Barack Obama, 
includes refueling planes, providing intelligence and logistical support — 
and selling bombs. 

Intense criticism of airstrikes on civilians led the administration to halt the 
sale of nearly $400 million in precision mumtions guidance systems to 
Saudi Arabia in December 2016, at the end of the Obama administration. 
Three months later, the Tmmp adinimstration reversed that decision and 
approved a resumption of weapons sales. 

Since then, weapons produced by American companies have been tied to 
some of the worst episodes of civilian casualties. 

The bomb that killed more than 50 people, including at least 40 children, on 
a school-bus field trip on Aug. 9 was manufactured in the United States by 
Lockheed Martin, a CNN investigation found, Raytheon bombs have been 
blamed for other airstrikes tliat killed civilians, including an April 23 
attack on a wedding that left 22 people dead. Post reporters and human 
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riglils groups have seen evidence that U.S.-made iiiuniLions have killed and 
maimed civilians in Yemen. 

As the casualties increased, there were signs that congressional support for 
the war was slipping. 

In mid-September, one month after the school-bus bombing, Raytheon's 
Kennedy stopped by Capitol Hill to see Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), 
who had raised concerns about mounting casualties in Yemen, according to 
a congressional aide. 

Few American companies have beneFiled more from the Yemen wair than 
Raytheon, aS25 billion-a-year defense giant, analysts said. 

And Menendez, exercising his power as the ranking Democrat on the 
Senate Foreign Relations Comniittee, was delaying the sale of nearly 
$2 billion in bomb kits made by the company to Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates, a Saudi ally. 

Despite the Raytheon CEO's personal visit, Menendez kept his hold on the 
sale. He is now sponsoring the bipartisan Senate bill that calls for 
su.spension of many weapons sales to the kingdom. 

Asked about Raytheon's contacts with Menendez and other lawmakers, the 
company said, “As part of the government’s decision-making process, 
Raytheon routinely engages with government officials to provide 
infomiation and answer questions.” Kennedy declined an interview request. 

Since Khashoggi’s killing, contacts with key congres.sional offices by 
Raytheon lobbyists have dropped, according to aides. 

“If I was Raytheon or Boeing or Lockheed, 1 would keep my damn trap 
shut and my head low because diis is bad for the Saudis,” said a Republican 
Senate aide who spoke on the condition of anonymity to be candid about 
the defense lobby. 

In a call with investors last month. Raytheon’s cliief financial officer 
emphasized that the company's sales to Saudi Arabia amount to just 
5 percent of overall revenue. 

But such figui’es do not illustrate the full extent of the industry’s 
dependence on the kingdom, one of the top foreign markets for U.S, 
defense companies, aiialy.sLs said, Saudi Arabia spends billions of dollars 
every yeai' on American-made weapons systems, and the kingdom has few 
of the bureaucratic checks and balances that delay big military purchases in 
the United States. 

Lockheed has made selling to foreign governments a key target for growth, 
with Saudi Arabia a major driver of that effort, according to one defense 
analyst. A photo of the crown prince during his April visit to a Lockheed 
facility in Silicon Valley rcmain.s on the company’.s website, even as other 
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turporatiulis hiive distanced them selves frum Mohammed since 
Khashoggi's slaying. 

"'The importance of military sales to Saudi Arabia goes far beyond what the 
annual sales figures would indicate,” said Peter Mandaville, a former State 
Department adviser who Leaches at George Mason University, "Those 
contracts over time keep assembly lines and supply chains open for the 
major defense contractors. When they are planning for the future, they 
always keep the Saudis in mind/’ 


’Take the long view’ 

Despite the storm of controversy, fonner defense officials and national 
security analysts predict that the decades-long relationship with Saudi 
Arabia is likely to endure because of the kingdom's economic and sti’ategic 
importance. 

Hawk Carlisle, a retired Air Force general who helms the National Defense 
Industrial Association, an industry trade organization, said in an interview 
last month that while the United States must respond to Khashoggi’s 
killing, it also must look cut for national security. 

‘As a nation we have to uphold our principles. We need to lake appropriate 
action but not have an overreaction,” Carlisle said, “We need to Lake the 
long view.” 

After Khashoggi's death, Raytheon board members convened at the 
company's Waltham, Mass., headquarters to consider how to handle the 
fallout and relations with Saudi Arabia, among other issues, according to 
people familial' with the meeting. 

The meeting was led by Kennedy, 63, a former Air Force captain who has 
traveled the world selling Raytheon's waies to the Saudi crown prince and 
other inleniatioual clients. The board advised Kemiedy on that day to cancel 
a planned trip to an economic summit in Riyadh and send others in his 
place, the people familiar with the meeting said. 

A Raytheon spokesman called the board meeting “a regular part of our 
governance process.” 

Raytheon's board includes some of the most influential figures in the world 
of military strategy and intelligence: Stephen J. Hadley, national security 
adviser to President George W. Bush; Robert O. Work, who stepped down 
last year as deputy defense secretary for planning; Letilia A, Long, a 
veteran of the top echelons of U.S. defense and intelligence agencies; and 
retired Adm. Vernon Clark, former chief of naval operations. 

The revolving door has also gone the other way; as former industry 
supporters have secured key government positions. 

At the State Department, Charles Faulkner, a registered Raytheon lobbyist 
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from 2012 Lo 2016 when he worked fur the finn BGR Group, now server ais 
acting assistant secretary of state in the Bureau of Legislative Affairs, 

This fall, his bureau urged Secretary^ of State Mike Pompeo to certify that 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE were working to reduce civilian casualties, 
warning that holding back support for the kingdom — as other State 
Department officials were urging — could jeopardize future weapon sales, 
as the Intercept first reported. 

Pompeo sided with Faulkner’s bureau and allow^cd the w^eapons sales to go 
forward, as iJie Wall Street Juurna! first reported. 

"'Mr. Faulkner has extensive experience working with Capitol Hill/’ said 
State Department spokeswoman Heather Naueri, “His previous positions, 
however, have no bearing on the final certification decision/' 

A building showdown 

As congressional criticism has intensified, there have been signs that the 
Trump administration’s appetite for the war is diminishing. Last week, the 
United States confiitned it was ending the practice of providing aerial 
refueling to Saudi-coalition aircraft. And Pompeo and Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis recently called for a cease-fire amid warnings the war has left 
half the population on ihe brink of starv^aLion. 

Mattis said Wednesday that Saudi Ai’abia and the UAE had ceased 
airstrikes and other offensive operations over the past three days in Yemen 
in anticipation of U.N.-sponsored peace talks. 

Still, Tmmp has .steadfastly refused to block what he 
has misleadingly described as $110 billion in military sales to the kingdom. 
(That figure includes deals that were laid out in nonbinding memos, were 
previously aiiiiounccd by the Obama administration or are for equipment 
scheduled for delivery after 2022 oral an undetermined dale.) 

Ill a statement Tuesday, Trump questioned the CIA’s conclusion that the 
crown prince ordered Khashoggi’s killing and said that his priority is to 
protect the trade relationship between the United States and Saudi Arabia, 
The kingdom keeps oil prices at “reasonable levels” and provides cash for 
U-S, arms that translates into U,S-jobs. Trump said, 

“If we foolishly cancel these contracts, Russia and China would be the 
enomious beneficiaries — and very happy to acquire all of this newfound 
business,” he said. “I understand there are members of Congress who, for 
political or other reasons, wojld like to go in a different direction — and 
they are free to do so.’’ 

Many congressional lawmakers — including some Republicans — reacted 
with disgust at his dismissal of the CIA’s assessment. 

“I never thought Td see the day a White House would moonlight as a public 
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relcitions firm fur Lhe Crown Prince of S^iudi Arabia,” Sen. Bob Corker (R,- 
Tenn j tweeted. 

The dynamic is setting up a showdown between Trump and Congress as 
pressure to curtail Saudi aims deals and the U.S. role in Yemen builds from 
human rights groups and some conservatives. The Charles Koch Institute, 
a nonprofit group founded by the billionaire libertarian industrialist, has 
been warning a bipartisan group of lawmakers about the consequences of 
continued U.S. involvement in Yemen, foundation officials said. 

Sen. Todd C. Young (R-Ind.) — who with Sen. Jeanne Shalicen (D-N.H.) 
is challenging the State Department’s decision in September to certify that 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE are trying to protect civilians from hai'm — said 
the rising civilian casualties in Yemen should take precedent over the 
industry’s financial interests. 

‘'Economic interests are important but they are not the most important 
thing,” Young said. 

Alice Crites, Christlan Davenport, Karen DeYoung, Karoun Demirjian, 
Aaron Gregg and Sean Sullivan conlrlhutecl to this report. 


https:y/www. washiiigtonpost.com/politics/kjning-of-khashQggi-tests-us-defense- 

irtdush'y-as.-backlashrbiii]ds-QR-capi[o]-hill/201 8/ 1 1/2.1/ 15a [ df52-d£7d.-.I l.eS- 

aa33-53bad9a881e8 siQr_v.htinl?utm term=.7clc076a9huc4 
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From; lib)(6) ] 

To: White. Dana W SE5 OSP (USl _^ 

Cc: \m5) 1 

subjects Fwd: FYSA: 'The ClA Presented a 'Smohing Gun' on Khashoggi* What's the Senate Going to Do About it?" 

(Defense One) 

Date* Wednesday, December 5. 2018 1O:0S:S5 AM 


Ma'tim, 

1 wanted to make sure you saw this article, I have pasted the most concerning part between the 
tear lines. 

Please lei me know if you need anything. 


“Congress as a whole remains unconvinced by Maltis's and Secretiiry of Stale Mike Ponipeo's 
attempts to win them over. 

Here's the bottom line: it’s one thing for Democrats to go up against Trump, whom they say is 
too cozy with the Saudi regime and too enamoured of arms sales. Ifs another thing for 
Democrats to ignore Mattis, who increasingly is perceived as a Trump fall guy, at best, or 
sycophant, at worst, for parroting the president and executing orders of dubious military 
benefit, such as sending troops to the Mexican border. 

It's a wholly different thing for Republicans to side against Trump and Mattis, and today’s 
briefing may do more damage to the secretary's credibility than anyone else’s. in essence, top 
senators with intelligence oversight just emerged to say they don't believe Mattis or Trump. 
They believe Gina Haspel, and they've seen enough. It's the most direct challenge to Maths's 
credibility since he joined Trump's team. Beyond Mattis, top uniformed military leaders have 
tried to make their case that the U.S. is not in Yemen for American interests, not Saudi 
Arabia's. They've argued the U.S, is there to help keep Iran and Iranian mis.siles out of Yemen 
and pressure Houthis to negotiate an end to the fighting. In ulber words, to them, a vote to 
withdraw U.S. involvemem in the Yemen conflict may hurt the U.S. more than the Saudis. 
They're losing that argument to an important cadre of Congress' leadership.” 


Best, 

(b){6) 


Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 


From: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis 
{b)(6) 


Date: December 4, 2018 at 6:45:21 PM EST 


To: "White, Dana W SES OSD (US)’ {b)(6) 


"Summers, Charles E II SBS OSD PA (US)" 


(b)(6) 
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(b)(6) 


(b)(S) ''Joiner, A Kiinbertey (Kim) SES OSD PA 

(US)"|(b){6) 

, "Whitman, Burke W MajGen USMC OSD 

(USA)"|(b)(6) 


I "Manning, Robert HI COL 


USARMY OSD PA (US)|(b)M 


(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


PA Mailbox Duty Officer Press Operations |(b)(6) 


Cc: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis|(b)(6) 
(b)(6) 


[ OSD Penta gon 


Subject: FYSA: "The CIA Presented a ^Smoking Gun' on Khashoggi. 
What’s the Senate Going to Do About it?" (Defense One) 


The CIA Presented a ’Smoking Gun’ on Khasboggi, What's the Senate Going to 
Do About it? - 12/4 
Defense One i Kevin Baron 

Lindsey Graham and others emerged from a CTA briefing convinced that Trump 
and SecDef Mattis are wrong about the murder. 

"I think hc'.s crazy." 

That's how Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., described Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, after emerging from CIA Director Gina Haspel's 
classified briefing to a select group of U.S, senators on Tuesday about the known 
details of Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi’s October murder at a 
Saudi consulate in Turkey. 

"There's not a .smoking gun, there's a smoking saw," Graham told reporters. It was 
a direct rebuke of Defease Secretary Jim Mattis, who has repeatedly said "there is 
no smoking gun" when asked about the murder, 

Matlis's talking point had akeady drawn fire from critics of the Trump 
administration and its refusal to retaliate against MhS over Khashoggi's murder. 
On Tuesday, Graham and the other senators emerged from Haspel's briefing 
convinced that MbS was at fault at some level, and that a punitive L.S, rcspon.se 
against Saudi Arabia was waixanted. 

"If the crown prince went in front of a jury, he would be convicted in 30 minutes," 
Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., told Post intelligence reporter Shane Harris. The 
Associated Press quoted Sen. Dick Durbin. D-Ilh: "I went in believing the crown 
prince was directly responsible or at least complicit in this and my feelings were 
strengthened by the information we were given." Durbin and Minority Leader 
Chuck Sc burner, D-N.Y,, want Has pel to brief the entire body, "Every senator 
should hear what 1 heard diis afLernoon," Durbin said. 
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So what's the Senate going to do about it? The quick take is that Has pel's briefing 
sets up a showdown between the Senate and Trump. But really, it doesn't. The 
senators may be disappointed, but Congress's options are limited, even if either 
house can muster the votes for a punitive response. The U.S. security relationship 
with Saudi Arabia is firmly controlled by the executive branch. Mattis has bent 
over backward to avoid blaming MbS and the Saudis. There are U.S. troops 
across the region and Aiiiericans rely on Saudi support and intelligence and 
influence there. President Donald Trump has made it clear he considers the Saudi 
regime a crucial ally in the region, against terrorism and against Iran and its 
proxies. 

Indeed, senior U.S. national security leaders appear nearly unanimous on this 
point, from Mattis and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to military leaders such as 
Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Joseph Dunford and Central Command's Gen. Joseph 
Vo tel. Trump has said repeatedly that nothing was going to change the U.S. 
relationship, unless it is proven what actually happened. The proof is now what 
the Congress and administration are fighting over. 

So far, the Trump administration has tried to keep the public, and until Tuesday 
the United States Senate, from learning what the U.S. intelligence community 
knows about the murder. Trump refused senators' requests to have Haspel brief 
the entire body. The administration ultimately bent to pressure and sent the 
nation's top spy to brief only a select group of senators. 

After Haspel's briefing, Graham did not join Durbin in calls to brief the full 
Senate, saying that he now understood more cleaif y why the intelligence leaders 
wanted to limit the number of senators who were briefed. He gave no details. 

"The CIA in my view rose to the occasion in tenns of informing the Congress,” 
Graham said. "Saudi Arabia is a strategic ally and the relationship is worth saving, 
but not at all cost,” he said. ”MbS, the crown prince, is a wrecking ball, I think 
he's complicit in the murder of Mr. Khashoggi to the highest level possible.” 

Other members left out of the briefing were outraged. Congress as a whole 
remains unconvinced by Mattis's and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo's attempts 
to win them over. 

Here's the bottom line: it's one thing for Democrats to go up against Trump, 
whom they say is Loo co^y with the Saudi regime and too enamoured of arms 
sales. If s another thing for Democrats to ignore Mattis, who increasingly is 
perceived as a Trump fall guy, at best, or sycophant, at worst, for parroting the 
president and executing orders of dubious military benefit, such as sending troops 
to the Mexican border. 

If s a wholly different thing for Republicans to side against Trump and Mattis, and 
today's briefing may do more damage to the secretary's credibility than anyone 
cise's. In essence. Lop senators with intelligence oversight just emerged Lu say they 
don't believe Mattis or Trump. They believe Gina Haspel, and they've seen 
enough, Ifs the most direct challenge to Mattis's credibility since he joined 
Trump's team. Beyond Mattis, top uniformed military leaders have tried to make 
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their llisc that the U.S. is not in Yemen for Ainerieiin interests, not Saurli Arabia's. 
They've argued the U.S. is there to help keep Iran and Iranian missiles out of 
Yemen and pressure Houthis to negotiate an end to the fighting. In other words, to 
them, a vote to withdraw U.S. involvement in the Yemen conflict may hurt the 
U.S. more than the Saudis. They’re losing that argument tp an important cadre of 
Congress' leadership. 

Last week, the administration tried, and failed, to convince the Senate to let 
diplomats do their work will ion t pulling out the U.S military, and the leverage it 
gives the United States, the Saudis, and Yemen's legitimate government against 
the Houthis and their Iranian patrons. 

"We made clear that they're considering debating a resolution on the Senate floor 
which we think is just poorly timed," Pompeo said last week, after he and Mattis 
met with members of Congress. "We are on the cusp of allowing the U.S. envoy, 
Martin Griffiths, to, in December, gather the parties together and hopefully get a 
ceasefire in Yemen, .something that we have diplomatically been .striving for for 
months, and we think we’re right on the cusp of that." 

The Senate measure is a largely symbolic one. But if anything it would require 
members of Congress to go on the record and pick a side in the war - if they can 
figure out what side, they're voting for. 

In the end, this is a low-risk fight for Congress to pick. Voting against Matti.s 
sounds politically difficult. Voting against the Saudis does not. The Yemen wai' is 
unpopular, though good luck walking down any street and finding a dozen 
Americans who can explain it, much less articulate America's interests in staying 
in or pulling out of it, In politics, you don't need to. 


(b)(6) 


Olfice of the Assistant to the Secretary of Defen se for Public Affairs 


(bK6) 
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From: Paltadino^ Robert I 

To: White. Dana W 5E5 OSD fUSI : ^^augrt. Heather U 

Cc: Gregnan, Robert I 

subject: re: [Won-DoO source] FW: Defense Cautlon-Cauhon-news: iVlattis and Pompeo "misleading' in Khashoggi 

briefing, senator says 

Date: Thursday, December 6, 2013 10:05:23 AM 


All utlive links contained in this email were disabled. Please verify the identity of the sender, 
and confirm the authenticity of all links contained within the message prior to copying and 
pasting the address to a Web browser. 


Great comment.,. 


From: White, Dana W SES OSD (US)t^^ 


Sent: Thursday^ December 6^ 2018 8:40 AM 
To: Nauert, Heather N <NauertHN(®state.gov> 

Cc: Palladino, Robert J <PalladinoRJ@5tate.gov>; Greenan, Robert J <GreenanRJ(S)state.gov> 

Subject: Re: [Non-DoD Source] FW: Defense Caution-Caution-news: Mattis and Pompeo 'misleading' 
in Khashoggi briefing, senator says 


(bK5) 


On the gaggle over, SD was asked about Graham's "smoking saw'' comment, he 


simply said, 'The senator js entitled to his opinion," 


He also said he finds it interesting what people think and want to do when they don't have the 
responsibility of carrying it out, 


(bK5) 


SD stands behind his testimony. He has not seen evidence of the crown prince's direct involvement 


We should have the transcript up shortly. I hope Will send when it's ready 

Best 

Dana 


Ms. Dana W, White 
AT5D/PA 

Me] 


On Dec 6, 201S, at 8:20 AM, Mauert, Heather N <NauertHN@st3tG gov < Caution- 
mailto; NauertHM Estate,gov > > wrote: 

All active links contained in this email were disabled. Please verify the identity of the 
sender, and confirm the authenticity of all links contained within the message prior to 
copying and pasting the address to a Web browser 
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Dana 

What are you saying about this? 


Mattis and Pompeo 'misleading' in Khashoggi briefing, senator says 
By: Joe Gould 

Caution-Cautior}-http£://www.dGfonsGnews.conn/cDngress/2018/12/05/nnattiS‘and- 
pompeo-misleading-in-khashoggi-briefing-senator-says/ c Caution-Cautlon- 
tittps://www-defensenewsxom/congress/2018/12/05/mattis-and-pompeo-misleading- 
in-khashoggi-briefing-senator-says/ > 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Jim Mattis and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
knowingly misled senators in a closed-door briefing last week on the murder of Saudi 
journalist Jannal Khashoggi, Sen. Chris Murphy said Wednesday — joining two key 
Republicans who have raised questions about the officials' credibility in the matter 

Time will tell whether the rare shot at Mattis’ integrity from Capitol Hill will have 
repercussions when he testifies to defend the president's budget request a few months 
from now. In recent months, Mattis — a former Marine four-star popular with 
lawmakers — has defended other politically controversial moves by the Trump 
administrationi like troop deployments to the U,S. border and plans to reorganise the 
military for a Space Force. 


Murphy, D-Conn., on MSNBC's " 

Morning Joe/' said the two officials had been placed 

''in a really bad spot/' during the 

' all-senators briefing by President Donald Trump's 


"maybe he did, maybe he didn't 

" position on whether Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 

bin Salman ordered the murder. 


"1 think the secretary of defense and secretary of state are in a really bad spot because 
the president has given this bear hug to WBS and to the entire Saudi regime so they are 


bound to carry out his bizarre policy/' Murphy said, using an acronym for the crown 
prince. 

''But at the same time, it's sort of hard to call this a cover up given the fact that 
everybody in that briefing last week knew that Pompeo and Mattis were misleading us, 
knew there was no way this murder happened without the consent and direction of 
MB3/^ 

Murphy, a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, co-sponsored a 
bipartisan resolution calling for an end to U.S. military aid in the Saudi*led war in 
Yemen which has found new support in the wave of attention to Khashoggi's death. 

House Intelligence Committee member Chris Stewart, R-Utah. defended Mattis and 
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Pompeo, and Trump's response to the case. The intelligence provided to lawmakers 

about Khashoggi's murder, ''was not definitive/' he said in a CNN interviev/ on Tuesday. 


"If someone is saying that Secretary Mattis or Secretary Pompeo were dishonest, they 
just don't know those individuals/' Stewart said. 'There's no way in the world those 
individuals came out and lied because they didn't." 

Trump has repeatedly avoided rebuking Saudi Arabia, pointing to the economic 
benefits of U.S. arms sales to Saudi Arabia and Riyadh's role in preventing a spike in oil 
prices. He's also argued its unknowable whether the crown prince was involved. 

Mattis and Pompeo have defended the strategic relationship and downplayed the 
crown prince's ties to the murder. After briefing members of the Senate on Nov. 28, 
Pompeo said, "there is no direct reporting connecting the Saudi crown prince to the 
order to murder Jamal Khashoggt/' 

Three GOP lawmakers have voiced their own conclusions since a separate classified 

briefingTuesday with CIA Director Gina Haspel, 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob Corker, R-Tenn., told reporters the 
crown prince "ordered, monitored the killing" of Khashoggi. "If he were in front of a 
jury, he would be convicted of murder in about 30 minutes," Corker said. 

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-F[a,, concluded the crown prince was involved and suggested in a 
CNN interview Wednesday that Mattis and Pompeo were both technically accurate and 
simply echoing the administration's position. Rubio is a member of the Senate 
intelligence and foreign relations committees. 

"I'm neither excusing it, i'm making an observation. I disagree with that assessment," 
Rubio said of the two officials. "I think you know enough and the American public 
knows enough about Saudi Arabia and about this murder to conclude that whether or 
not we have a smoking gun, there is no way that 17 people that close to that crown 
prince go to Turkey and murder a guy at a consulate and [the crown prince] not know 
about it and he not be OK with it, period." 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and a close ally of Trump's, told reporters there was a 
"smoking saw" — a reference to reports Saudi government agents murdered and 
dismembered Khashoggi in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul. You'd have to be "willfully 
blind'' to not conclude Mohammed was responsible, he said, 

"I would imagine In a Democratic administration, I would be all over them for being in 
the pocket of Saudi Arabia," Graham said of Mattis and Pompeo. "But since I have such 
respect for them, I'm going to assume they are being good soldiers I would really 
question someone's judgment if they couldn't figure this out/' 
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Graham, who is a member of the armed services and foreign relations committees, told 
Fox News that he he could no longer support arms sales to Riyadh under Mohammed, 
who he called ''a wrecking ball when It comes to the Mideast/' 

After the Saudi-led embargo on Qatar, Saudi treatment of Lebanon's prime minister 
and Mohamed's jailing of his family members, 'Tve had enough," Graham said, "And if 
we don't stop him now, it gets worse later. So I'm not going to support arms sales to 
somebody this unstable. 

"What makes you believe he wouldn't take an American weapon system and give it to 
the Chinese? This guy's nuts/' Graham said. 

Another vocal proponent of foreign military sales, Rep. Kay Granger, R-Texas, said 
recently that she favors a halt on sales to Riyadh. In the new Congress, Granger is 
expected to ascend from House's lead appropriator for defense to the House's lead 
Republican appropriator overall. 

In Senate Armed Services Committee hearing Tuesday, Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va.,said 
defense officials' credibility on Capitol Hill has taken a hit because they've echoed the 
administration's legalistic arguments, that U.5. aid to Saudi Arabia In Yemen aren't 
"hostilities" under the law* 


"We're insulted by that, and I just think we need to be candid about what we're doing 

and not doing," Kaine said. 

Official 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: Summers. Charfes E il SE5 OSD PA fUSl : White. Dana W 5E5 OSO fUS) 

subject: RE; FYSA: The ClA Presented a 'Smoktng Gun' on Khashoggi. Whars the Senate Going to Do About ft?" 

(Defense One) (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Date: Tuesday. December 4, 3018 7:01:10 PM 


{b)(6) 


Ma'am. 

Ragging fur Chief. 
Have a great night. 



—O riginal Message- 


From 


(b){6) 


Se nt; Tuesday, December 4, 201 8 6:50 PM 

T^ |(b)[6) ~| _ 

Cc; Summers, Charles Ell SE S OSD PA (US)|(bK6) I 

White, Dana W SES OSD (US ifb»61 I 

SubjecT: FW; FYSA: ''Tlie CIA Presented a 'Smoking Gan' on Khashoggi. Whafs 

the Senate Going to Do About it'?" (Defense One) (UNCL.ASSIFIED) 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 


(b)( 


For CoS and your S A. 


V/1-. 


M6I 


] 


Senior Militaiy Assistant 
Oince o f the Ass istant to the Secretaiy of Defense for Public Affairs 
Penta gor 



-Original Message— 

From: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis 
Sent; Tuesday, Detcmlx:r 4, 2018 6:45 PM 
To: White, Dana W SES OSD (US)l(bl(6) 

Charles E II SES OSD PA (CslTKe) 


Summers, 



Manning. Robert III COL US ARMY OSD PA (US) 
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Subject: FYSA: ’’The CIA Presented a. 'Smoking Gun'on Khashoggii. Wliat's the 
Senate Going to Do About it?'* (Defense One) 


The CIA Presented a 'Smoking Gun* on Khastioggi. What's the Senate Going to 
Do About it? - 1Z/4 
Defense One I Kevin Bai on 

Lindsey Graham and others emerged from a CIA briefing convinced that Trump 
and SecDef Mattis ai^e wrong about the mnider. 

"I think he's crazy." 

Diat's how Sen, Lindsey Graham, R^S.C., desenbed Saudi Arabia's Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, after emerging from CIA Director Gtna Haspel's 
classified briefing to a select group of U.S. senators on Tuesday about the 
known details of Washington Post columnist .lamal Khashoggi's October murder 
at a Saudi consulate in Turkey. 

"Tilere's not a snioking gun, there's a smoking saw,** Graham told reporter. 

It wa.s a direct rebuke of Defense Secretaiy Jim Mattjs, who has repeatedly 
said ''there is no smoking gun*' when asked about the murder. 

Mattis's talking point had already drawJt fire fi om critics of die Trump 
administration and its refusal to retaliate against MbS over Khashoggi's 
murder, On Tuesday, Graham and the other senatoi's emerged from llaspel's 
bnefing convinced that MbS was at fault at some level, and that a punitive 
U.S. j esponse against Saudi Arabia was waiTanted, 

"If the crown prince went in front of a jury, lie would he convicted In 30 
minutes, ' Sen. Boh Corker, R-Tenn., told Post intelligence repoiter Shane 
flams. Tlie Associated Press quoted Sen, Dick Durbin, D-lll,: "I went in 
believing the crown prince was directly responsible oral least comphcit in 
this and my feelings were strengthened by the information we were given,*' 
Durbin and Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N. Y., want I Jaspel to brief the 
entire body. ''Lvety senator should hear what \ heard this afternoon,'* Durbin 
said. 

So what's the Senate going to do about it? Tlie quick take is that Mas pel's 
briefing sets up a showdown between the Senate and Tnjiiip, But really, it 
doesn't, Tlie senators may he disappointed, but Cojigress's options are 
limited, even if either house can muster the votes for a punitive response. 

The U,S. security relationship with Saudi Arabia is firmly controlled by the 
executive branch. Mattis has hent over backward to avoid blaming MbS and the 
Saudis, There are U.S, troops across the region and Americans rely on Saudi 
support and intelligence atid influence there. President Donald Trump has 
made it clear he considers the Saudi regime a crucial ally in the region, 
against tenoiism and against Iran and its proxies. 

Indeed, senior U,S, national seciu ity leaders appear nearly unanimous on 
this point, from Mattis and Secretaiy of State Mike Pompeo to military 
leaders such as Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Joseph Dunford and Central 
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Coiniiiaiid's Geii. Joseph Votel. Tiump has said j epeatedly thal notliiiig was 
going to change the U.S. i elation ship, unless it is proven what actually 
happened. The proof is now what the Congress and adiTiinistr ation are fighting 
over. 

So far, the Trump administration has tried to keep the public, and until 
Tuesday the United States Senate, from learning what the U.S. intelligence 
community knows about the murder. Trump refused senators^ requests to have 
Has pel brief the entii^e body. Tlie administration ultimately bent to pressure 
and sent the nation s top spy to brief only a select group of senators. 

After Haspefs briefing, Graham did not join Durbin in calls to brief the 
full Senate, saying that he now undej stood more clearly why the intelligence 
leaders wanted to limit the number of senators who were briefed. He gave no 
details. 

"The CIA in my view^ rose to the occasion in terms of informing the 
Congress^ Graham said. ’^Saudi Arabia is a strategic ally and the 
relationship is worth saving, but not at all cost," he said, "MbS, the crown 
prince, is a wnecking ball. I think he's comp licit in the murder of Mr, 

Khashoggi to the highest level possible.^' 

Other members left out of the briefing were outraged. Congress as a whole 
remains unconvinced by Mattis's and Secretaiy of State Mike PompeoS 
attempts to w in them over. 

Here^s the bottom line: if s one thing for Democrats to go up against Trump, 
whom they say is too cozy with the Saudi regime and too enamoured of arms 
sales. It’s another thing for Democrats to ignore Matt is, who increasingly 
is perceived as a Trump fall guy, at best, or sycophant, at worst, foj 
pan oting the president and executing orders of dubious militaiy benefit, 
such as sending ti oops to tlie Mexican border. 

It's a wholly different tlniig for Republicans to side against Tin nip and 
Mattis, and today's briefing may do more damage to the seci^tary’s 
credibility titan anyone else’s, lit essence, top senators with intelligence 
ovenight Just emerged to say they don't believe Mattis oi’ Ti untp. They 
believe GiiiaHaspel, and they've seen enough, Ifs the most direct challenge 
to Mattis's credibility since he joined Tiump's team. Beyond Mattis, top 
uniformed military leaders Itave tried to make their case that tlie U S. is 
not in Yemen for American interests, not Saudi Arabia's, They've aigued the 
U,S. is there to help keep Iran and Iranian missiles out of Yemen and 
pressure Houthis to negotiate an end to the fighting. In other words, lo 
them, a vole to withdraw U,S. involvement in the Yemen conflict may hurt the 
U,S. more than the Saudis, They’re losing that argument to an important 
cadre of Congress' leadership. 

Last week, the administration tiled, and failed, to convince the Senate to 
let diplomats do their work without pulling out the U,S military, and the 
leverage it gives the United States, the Saudis, and Yemen's legitimate 
government against the Houthis and theij’ Tranioji patrons. 

"We made cleai’ that they’re considering debating a resolution on the Senate 
tlooi which we think is just poorly timed," Pompeo said last week, aftei lie 
and Mattis met w itli members of Congress, 'We are on tlie cusp of allowing the 
U,S. envoy, Martin Griffiths, to, in December, gather tlic parties together 
and hopefully get a ceasefire in Yemen, something that we have 
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diplomatically been striving tor tW months, and we think we're right on the 
cu!ip of thal.^' 

The Senate measure is a largely symbolic one. But if anything it would 
require members of Congress to go on the record and pick a side in tlie war - 
if they can figure out what side they're votljig for. 

In the end, this is a low-rt.sk fight for Congress to pick. Voting against 
Mattis .sounds ptditicaJly difficult. Voting against the Saudis does not. The 
Yemen wai^ is luipopular, though good luck walking down any sti eet and finding 
Q dozen Americans who can explain it, much less articulate America's 
interests iii staying in or pulling out of it. In politics, you doJi't need 
to. 


1(b)(6) ^ I 

Office of the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affair's 

[{b)(6) I 


CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 


OSJI/1:1 9-CV-00234/000503 




From; l(b)(S) I 

To: _ 

Cc: l(bK6) ~l 

subject: re: FVSA: The ClA Presented a 'BTnoktng Gun’ on Khashoggj. Whars the Senate Going to Do About tt?" 

(Defense One) 

Date: Wednesday, December S. 2018 2:1&:33 PM 


Copy^ ma'am. 


From: White, Dana W SES OSD (US; |(b)(6) ~ 

Sent: Wednesday, December 5, 2018 1:46 P1V1 

To 
Cc: 

Subject: Re: FYSA: "The CIA Presented a 'Smoking Gun' on Khashoggi* What's the Senate Going to Do 
About it?’’ (Defense One) 


{b)(6) 


Thanks and make sure 


(b)(5) 


(b)(5) 


Ms. Dana W. White 
ATSD/PA 

(b)(6) 


On Dec 5, 2018, nt 10:08 AM 

{b)(6) 

{b)C6) 

wrote: 


Ma'am, 


I wanted to make sure you saw this article. I have pasted the most concerning part 
between ihe tear lines. 


Please let me know if you need anything. 


“Congress as a whole remains unconvinced by Mattis's and Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo s attempts to win them over. 

Here's the bottom line: it's one thing for Democrats to go up against Trump, 
whom they say is loo co^y with the Saudi regime and loo enamoured of arms 
sales. If s another thing for Democrats to ignore Mattis, who increasingly is 
perceived as a Trump fall guy, at best, or sycophant, at worst, for parroiing the 
president and executing orders of dubious military benefit, such as sending troops 
to the Mexican border. 

It's a wholly different thing for Republicans to side against Trump and Mattis, and 
today's briefing may do more damage to the secretary's credibility than any one 
else's. In essence, top senators with intelligence oversight just emerged to say they 
don't believe Matlis or Trump. They believe Gina Haspel, and they've seen 
enough. Ifs the most direct challenge to Maths's credibility since he joined 
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Tniinp's team. Beyond MiUtis, top uniformed militaiy leaders have tried to make 
their case that the U.S. is not in Yemen for American interests, not Saudi Arabia’s. 
They've argued the U.S. is there to help keep Iran and Iranian missiles out of 
Yemen and pressure Houthis to negotiate an end to the fighting. In other words, to 
them, a vote to withdraw U.S. involvement in the Yemen conflict may hurl the 
U.S. more than the Saudis. They’re losing that argument to an important cadre of 
Congress' leadership.” 


Best, 

(b)(6) 


Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis 


Date: December 4, 2UIS at 6:45:21 PM EST 
To: "White, Dana W SES OSD (US)" 

(b)(6) ~|. "Summers, Charles E II SES OSD 

PA (US)'l(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


(b)(S) "Joiner, 

A Kimberley (Kim) SES OSD PA (US)" 

(b)(6) I'"Whitman, Burk e W MajGen USMC 

OSD (USA)" |(b)(6) I , "Manning, Robert 

III COL USARMY OSD PA (US)" 


(b)(6) 


OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox. Duty 


(b)(6) 


Officer Press Operations |(b)(6) _| 

Cc: OSD Pentaeon PA Mailbox Media Analysis 


(b)(6) 


Subject: FVSA: "The CIA Presented a ‘Smoking Gun’ on 
Khashoggi, What’s the Senate Going to Do About it?" (Defense 
One) 


The CIA Presented a 'Smoking Gun' on Khashoggi. Whafs the 
Senate Going to Do About it? - 12(4 
Defense One I Kevin Baron 
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Lindsey Graham and others emerged from a CIA briefing eonvineed 
that Trump and SecDef Mattis are wrong about the murder, 

think he's crazy." 

That's how Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., described Saudi Arabia's 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, after emerging from CIA 
Director Gina Haspefs classified briefing to a select group of U.S. 
senators on Tuesday about the known details of Washington Post 
columnist Jamal Khashoggi's October murder at a Saudi consulate in 
Turkey, 

"There’s not a smoking gun, there's a smoking saw," Graham told 
reporters. It was a direct rebuke of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, 
w^ho has repeatedly said "there is no smoking gun"' when asked about 
the murder. 

Maths's talking point had already drawn tire from critics of the 
Trump administration and its refusal to retaliate against MbS over 
Khashoggi's murder. On Tuesday, Graham and the other senators 
emerged from Haspel’s briefing convinced that MbS was at fault at 
some level, and that a punitive U.S. response against Saudi Arabia 
w^as warranted. 

""If the crown prince went in front of a jury, he would be convicted in 
30 minutes," Sen, Bob Corker, R-Tenn., told Post intelligence 
reporter Shane Harris* The Associated Press quoted Sen. Dick 
Durbin, D-Ilk: 'T went in believing the crown prince was directly 
responsible or at least complicil in this and my feelings were 
.strengthened by the information we were given." Durbin and 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N, Y., want Haspel to brief the 
entire body. "Every senator should hear what I heard this afternoon," 
Durbin said. 

So hat's the Senate going to do about it? The quick take is that 
Haspel's briefing sets up a showdown between the Senate and Trump* 
But really, it doesn't* The senators may be disappointed, but 
Congress's options are limited, even if either house can muster the 
votes for a punitive response. The U.S, security relationship with 
Saudi Arabia is firmly controlled by the executive branch. Mattis has 
bent over backward to avoid blaming MbS and the Saudis. There aje 
U.S* troops across the region and Americans rely on Saudi support 
and intelligence and influence there* President Donald Trump has 
made it clear he considers the Saudi regime a crucial ally in the 
region, against terrorism and against Iran and its proxies* 

Indeed, senior U.S. national security leaders appear nearly unanimous 
on this point, from Mattis and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to 
military leaders such as Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Joseph Dunford 
and Centra] Command's Gen, Joseph Vote). Tmmp has said 
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repeatedly that nothing was going to ehangc the U.S. relationship, 
unless it is proven what actually happened. The proof is now what the 
Congress and administration are fighting over. 

So far, the Trump administration has tried to keep the public, and 
until Tuesday the United States Senate, from learning what the U.S. 
intelligence community knows about the murder. Trump refused 
senators' requests to have Haspel brief the entire body. The 
administration uUimatdy bent to pressure and sent the nation's lop 
spy to brief only a select group of senators. 

After Haspel's briefing, Graham did not join Durbin in calls to brief 
the full Senate, saying that he now understood more clearly why the 
intelligence leaders wanted to limit the number of senators who were 
briefed. He gave no details. 

"The CIA in my view rose to the occasion in terms of informing the 
Congress," Graham said, "Saudi Arabia is a strategic ally and the 
relationship is worth saving, but not at all cost," he said. "MbS, the 
crown prince, is a wrecking ball, I think he's complicit in the murder 
of Mr. Khashoggi to the highest level possible," 

Other members left out of the briefing were outraged. Congress as a 
w'hole remains unconvinced by Maths's and Secretary of State Mike 
Pompcu's attempts to wan them over. 

Here’s the bottom line: it's one thing for Democrats to go up against 
Trump, whom they say is too cozy with the Saudi regime and too 
enamoured of arms sales. It’s another thing for Democrats to ignore 
Mattis, who increasingly is perceived as a Trump fall guy, at best, or 
sycophant, at worst, for parroting the president and executing orders 
of dubious military benefit, such as sending troops to the Mexican 
bt>rdei. 

It's a wholly different thing for Republicans to side against Trump 
and Mattis, and today’s briefing may do more damage to the 
secretary's credibility than anyone else's. In essence, lop senators wdth 
intelligence oversight just emerged to say they don't believe Mattis or 
Trump. They believe Gina Haspel, and they Ve seen enough. It's the 
most direct challenge to Mattis's credibility since he joined Trump's 
team. Beyond Mattis, top uniformed military leaders have tried to 
make their case that the U.S, is not in Yemen for American interests, 
not Saudi Arabia's. They've argued the U.S, is there to help keep Iran 
and Iranian missiles out of Yemen and pressure Hoiithis to negotiate 
an end to the fighting. In other words, to them, a vote to withdraw 
U.S. involvement in the Yemen conflict may hurt the U.S. more than 
the Saudis. They're losing that argument to an important cadre of 
Congress' leadership. 

Last w^eek, the administration tried, and failed, to convince the Senate 
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to lei diplomats do theii work without pulling out the U.S military, 
and the leverage it gives the United States, the Saudis, and Yemen’s 
legitimate govemmetit against the Houthis and their Iranian patrons. 

"We made clear that they're considering debating a resolution on the 
Senate floor which we think is just jroorly timed,” Pompeo said last 
week, after he and Mattis met with members of Congress. "We are on 
the cusp of allowing the U.S. envoy, Martin Griffiths, to, in 
December, gather flic parties together and hopefully get a ceasefire in 
Yemen, something that we have diplomatically been striving for for 
months, and we think we're right on the cusp of that.” 

The Senate measure is a largely symbolic one. But if anything it 
would require members of Congress to go on the record and pick a 
side in the war - if they can figure out what side they're voting for. 

In die end, this is a low-risk fight for Congress to pick. Voting 
against Mattis sounds politically difficult. Voting against the Saudis 
does not. The Yemen war is unpopular, though good luck walking 
down any street and finding a dozen Americans who can explain it, 
much less articulate America's interests in slaying in or pulling out of 
it. In politics, you don’t need to. 


Ifbifei^ ^ I 

Office of the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
1(b)(6) 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 


OSD PetUagon_PA_M^yimM££Ljj_A[iM'.^ 

White. Dana W 5E5 OSP iVS) i Busl^man WiHiann SES SD 
OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Metiia Anal^^sisKbWGl 

I(b)f6) I 

REr ANOTHER QUICK TURN RFl (UMCIASSIFIED) 


Monday, December 10, 201 fi 12:39:47 


MEDLV COVERAGE I HOUSE RESPONSE TO SAUDI BRIEFI^JGS 
NOVEMBER 26-DECEMBER 10 2018 


OVERVIEW: House reaction to the id I Senate briefings by See. Mattis, Sec. Pompea, and CIA Director Gina 
Haspel waf; notably less voluminous than that of senators. With the notable exception of Speiiker Paul Ryan, cuirenl 
leadership did not weigh in on the Es^ue. Congressmen widi a iong running interest in the eoiiflicf such as Reps. 
Lieu and Pocan, released statements iind tweets on Jamal Khashoggi and the war in Yemen, iilJ of which cidled into 
question the strategic wisdom, moral consequences, and legality of continuing U.S. invmtvemenl in tlie conflict. 

Comments from Representatives appearing in the media: 

Rep. Paul Ryan said the Yemen resolution "isn't the way to go" and instead he favored invoking the Global 
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, which gives the U.S. government the power to impose sanctions for 
human rights abuses. ''Yes, we have lots of strategic interests in alignment with the Saudis, no two ways about it," 
Ryan said. "Still, we can speak with moral ciiirily. We can take actions that address these issues." 

Rep. Chris Stewart defended President Trump's response to Khashoggi's death, saying, "We have to have a 
relationship wnth some players we don't agree with . Journalists disappeta all over the country." 

Rep. John Curtis said in a House speech: 'Tn addition to the horrendous humanikuian cost in Yemen itself, it 
makes tlie entire region less secure and makes humanitarian disasters in the wider region more likely. But more 
importantly^ what's happening in Yemen is just simply wrong. It's not in harmony with our values and, ironically, 
the very reason we want a strong ally in Saudi Arabia is to prevent this type of situation, not foster it.’' 

Rep. Mark Poean Said a .strong vmte in the Senate would ramp up pressure on the Republican leadership to 
allow a vote. "If that doesn't happen, we will in the next Congress be in a better positiori to move it forw'aid . We're 
just on the cusp of doing the right thing,’' he added. 

Rep. Eliot Engel, incoming chaimian of the Foreign Affairs Committee, said diat '‘we need answem about why 
the administration has behaved the way it has in the wake of [the Khashoggi] incident." 

Statements released by Representatives: 

Reps. Pocan, Khanna, McGovern: "The stakes in Yemen htwe never been higher and the time for action i.s long 
overdue. Tlie United States is unconstitutionally participating in a Saudi-led war that could starve 14 million 
Yemenis to death. This week, the Senate w'ill vote on Sens. Sanders, Lee and Murphy's S.J.Res, 54 to end all U.S. 
involveraen! in this catastrophic Saudi military campaign, as 30 former Obama Administration offjcials have 
publicly urged.'’ 

Rep. Lieu: "1 commend the Senate for advancing a bipartisan resolution tt> end U.S. support for the Saudi-led 
coalition in Yemen. It's insane that Congress has gone this long without taking formal action to curb U.S. 
involv^ement in atrocities committed in Yemen. Thank yau to the 63 senatom who today took a step towards saying 
’enough is enough.’ Unfortunately, due to inaction in the House, we're still a long way from getting the 
Administration to stop U.S. participation in possible w^ar crimes . There's a hunger among the soon-to-be Majority^ 
Democrats in the House to take action and 1 look forward to pushing for changed' 

See attachment for tweets by House members. 


-Original Message^- 

From: ''A'hite, Dana W SES OSD (US) 

Sent: Monday, December 10, 20IB 10:20 AM 


(b)(6) 


To: Bushman, William SES SD|(b)(6) ! 


Cc: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis 

1(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
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I 

Subject: Re; ANOTHER QUICK TURN RFf (UNCLASSIFIED) 


Indeed. The team will meetytmr deadline and criteria. 

Best 

Dana 


M.s. Dana W, Wliite 
AT.SD/PA 


(b)(6) 


On Dec 10, 2018, at i 0:14 AM, Bushman. William SES SD |(b)(6) 


] wrote;. 


> Thanks, DanaJ(b){5) 


(b)(5) 


> Mope tliat help clan fies the RFI. 

> 

> William G, Bushman 

> Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense 


(b)(6) 


> ——Origin a.1 Message—^- 

> From; White, Dana W SES OSD lUSl l(b)(6) 


> Sent; Monday, December 10, 2 018 10:06 AM 
' To: Bushman, William SES SD |(b)(6) 


> Cc; OSD Pentagon PA JVIailU:)?; Media Analysis 



> Subject: Re: ANOTHER QUICK TURN RTI (UNCLASS I PIED) 

> 

> Will 

> I think we already pulled this together right after the hearing, We can do 

> an update. 

> Dana 

> 

>M5. Dana W. White 
> ATSD/PA 

=1 


(b)(S) 


» On Dec 10,2018, at 9AG AM. Bushman. William SES SD 

>\ 


(b}{6) 


Iwrote: 


» Thanks, all. Unfoitunately, excel lent work often leads to more work... 
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» Al?io, quick tuni request on this. Can we get something hy 1230? 

» 

» Tlianks, 

» Will 

» 

» William G. Bm^iliman 

» Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense 


»(b)(6) 


» 

» 

»-Oiiginal Message-’— _ 

» Trom: White, Dana W SES OSD (US> l(b)(6) 


» Sent: Fridayi December?, 2018 12:41 PM 


»To: Bushman, William SES SD (b)(6) 
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OSD Pentagon PA 


» Media Analysis (b)(6) 


■>Cc: (b)(6) 


> (b)(6) 

0= 



» Subject: RE: QUICK TURN RFI (UNCLASSIFIED) 
» 

> W)m 


has got you covered Bushman! Safe travels,,. Cal I me if 


> anything 
» crnzy happens. 

» Dana 

» 

» Dana W. White 

» AssinStant to the Secretary of Defense 

» Public Affairs _ 

» Office: 


(b)(6} 


» E-mail 

» 

» Twitter: ] ]ttj?^y/t^itiej,cqnifP«POtitreftCh 
» Website: ww^w,hnowyoumnlitaiy.osd,niil 
» Join the conversation; #KnowYoLirMii 
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» Tlianks, all. Great work on short timeline, 
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» Sent from Mobile Derice 



» Dat e: Friday, December 1 , 2018 at j 1:52:2I AM 

» ToiIMsT I 


{b)(6) 


> H(b)(6) _ I_^ 

> > Ce: "White. Dana W SOS OSD fL'S)1tb)(6) I 

>: Bukhman. William SCS SD 



» 

» OVERVIEW: Negative Senate reaction to Sec, Mattis and Sec. Poiripeo's 

> Nov, 28 

» brieriTig focused on their remarks regarding the U.SK-Saudi relationship in 

> the 

» aftermath of Jamal Kha-shoggi^s Jiimder, Senators frequently connected their 

> 

» choice to deny U.S. support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen to how 

> iTanspai enl 

» the administration is about who was responsible for the journalist's 

> death, 

» specifically citing CIA Director Gitia llaspefs absence. Additionally, 

> senators 

» questioned the wisdom of maintaining dose relations with Riyadh^ doubting 

> 

» Mohammed bin SalmajVs innocence in the matter and bis ability .serve U,5. 
» interests as an ally, 

» 

» . Sen. Bob Corker: "What 1 would aigue to the adminisdation is that 

> somehow 

» or another there's got to be a price to pay for what has happened . My 

> sense 

» is, unless something liappcns - where tliey sliare what it is theyVe going 

> to do 

» to deal with this injustice that has occnri^d ^ niy sen.se is that people 

> are 

» going to vote to get on the bilf 

» . Sen. Lindsey Graham: "The question for me is whether or not the CI A 
» supports the conctusionn with a high degree of confidence, that the crown 
» prince was complicit hi the murder of Mr Khashoggi. I'm not going to be 
» denied the ability to be briefed by the CIA,'^ 
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» .Sen. Mike Lee: "The bloodshed coiitiiiueSt still abetted by the United 
» States, even amidst further revelations of Saudi depravity." 

» .Sen. Chris Murphy: "The Saudis have gone off the rails. TheyVe 

> killed more 

» civilians this year than any year prior in the Yemen war . Tliey obviously 

> made 

» a giant strategic error in abducting and murdering Jamal Khashoggi. So, a 

> lot 

» has clianged in die last few months to get us to this ptiint." 

» .Sen. Chris Muipliy: "[Sec. Matt is and Pompeo] lost votes this mo ruing 

> . Tliey 

» just had no good answers for why Gina Haspel wasn't diere. Tliey had no 

> plan to 

» end the war in Yemen." 

» .Sen. Tim Kaine: '’We sent an important message today - that Congress 

> will 

» stand up to Saudi leadership when the Tmmp administration won't, and that 

> 

» Saudi Arabia will face consequences for the murder of Virginia resident 

> Jamal 

» Khashoggi as well as for the disastrous war in Yemen." 

» . Sen. Bob Menendez: "No. First of all, as it relates to Jamal 

> Khashoggi, the 

» fact that Gina Haspel, the Cl A director, was not there despite bipartisan 
» calls for her to be theie and to testify as to w'hat her agency and other 
» intelligence agencies' conclusions were w'as pie tty outrageous. My view - 

> it's 

» a cover-up of a critical question that we have as it relates to U.S.-Saudi 

> 

» relationships." 

» .Sen. Richard Durbin: "The administration position was defended by 

> both of 

» them in terms of what we had done naming 17 people who would suffer 

> because we 

» believed they were jjivolved. But there was no satisfying answer about how 

> it 

» is possible that this could have occurred without the crow'ii prince's 

> knowledge 
» or direction." 

» 

» Following a briefing by CIA Director Gina Haspel, senators said it 

> contrasted 

» sharply with the one by Secs. Matt is and Pompeo. 

» 

» , Sen. Corker; "If [the crown prince] went in front of a juiy, he would 

> be 

» convicted in 30 minutes/' 

» . Sen. Graham; 'There is not a smoking guii. There is a smoking saw. 

» . Sen. Graham; Secs. Matt is and Pompeo were 'following the lead of the 
» president'^ and were being "good soldiers." 

» , Sen. Menendez: "I am now more convinced tlian 1 was before — and I 

> was 

» pretty convinced -- that in fact the United States must liave a strong 

> response 

» to both the war in Yemen as well as tiie killing of a United States 

> permanent 

» resident and journalist. Only a strong re.sponse by the United States w ill 
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> send 

» a clear and unequivocal me^s5age that such actions are not acceptable on 

> the 

» \^'orld's stage. 

» . Sea. Durbin: certainly reinforced my support for the bipartisan 

> joint 

» war powers resolution to end unauthorised LfS. military involvement in 

> Yemen 

» and the need for a stj onger respojise by the U.S. and the Trump 

> administration 

» to the jnurder of Jamal KliasboggiH Every senator should hear what I heard 

> tliis 

» afternoon. Ci^ Directoi Has pel Jiiust brief the full Senate immediately,'' 

» . Sen. Richard Shelby: ’^Somebody should be punished. The question now' 

> is how 

» do you separate the Saudi crown prince from the nation itself That might 

> be 

»the real problem.'^ 

» 
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OSD Public Affairs 

RESEARCH & ANALYSIS 



Media Coverage | House Response to Saudi Briefings 

November 26-December 10 2018 

Overview: House reaction to the all-Senate briefings by Sec. Mattis, Sec. Pompeo, and CTA Director Gina Haspel was 
notably less voluminous than that of senators. With the notable exception of Speaker Paul Ryan, current leadership did not 
weigh in on the issue. Congressmen with a long-running interest in the conflict, such as Reps. Lieu and Pocan, released 
statements and tweets on Jamal Khashoggi and the war in Yemen, all of which called into question the strategic wisdom, 
moral consequences, and legality of continuing li.S. involvement in the conflict. 

Comnients from Representatives appearing in the media : 

• Rep. Paul Ryan said the Yemen resolution '"isn't the way to go’‘ and instead he favored invoking the Global 
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, which gi ves the Lf S. government the power to impose sanctions for 
human rights abiise.s. '"Yes, we have lots of sU’ategic interests in alignment with the Saudis, no two ways about it,” 
Ryan said. "'Still we can speak with moral clarity. We can take actions that address these issues.” 

• Rep. Chris Stewart defended Pre.3ident Trump’s response to Khashoggi's death, saying, '"We have to have a 
relationship with some players we don't agree with ... Journalists disappeal' ail over the country.” 

• Rep. John Curtis said in a House speech: 'In addition to the horrendous humanitarian cost in Yemen itself, it makes 
the entire region less secure and makes humanilaiiaii disasters in the wider region more likely. But more 
importantly, what’s happening in Yemen is just simply wrong. It’s not in harmony with our values and, ironically, 
the very reason we want a strong ally in Saudi Arabia is to prevent this type of situation, not foster it ” 

• Rep. Mark Pocan said a strong vote in the Senate would ramp up pressure on the Republiciin leadership to allow a 
vote. 'Tf that doesn’t happen, we will in the next Congress be in a better position to move it forward ... We’re just 
on the cusp of doing the right thing,” he added. 

t Rep. Eliot Engel incoming chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, said that need answers about why the 
administration has behaved the way it ha.s in the wake of | the Khashoggi] incident,” 

Statements released by Representatives : 

• Reps. Pocan. Kiianna^ McGovern : "The stakes in Yemen have never been higher and the lime for action is long 
overdue. The United States is unconstitutionally participating in a Saudi-led war that could starve 14 million 
Yemenis to death. This week, the Senate will vote on Sens. Sanders, Lee and Murphy's S J.Res, 54 to end all U.S. 
involvement in this catastrophic Saudi military campaign, as 30 former Obama Admiriistialion officials have 
publicly urged” 

• Rep. Lieu : ‘1 commend the Senate for advancing a bipaitisan resolution to end U.S. support for the Saudi-led 
coalition in Yemen. It’s in.sane that Congress has gone this long without taking fomial action to curb U.S. 
involvement in atrocities committed in Yemen. Thank you to the 63 senators who today took a step towards 
saying "enough is enough.' Unfoitunalely, due to inaction in the House, we’re still a long way from getting the 
Administration to stop U.S. participation in possible war crimes ... There’s a hunger among the soon-to-be 
Majority Democrats in the House to take action and 1 look forward to pushing for change.” 

See heliiw for tweets by House member*!^ 
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1, COP lawmaker defends Trump's Khashoggi response: lournalists disappear all over the countiy -12/5 

CNN! Paul LeBlanc 

Rep. Chris Stewart on Tuesday defended President Donald Trump's response to the death of Washington Post journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul in October, saying that "journalists disappear all over the countiy.” 

' We have to have a relationship with some players we don't agree with/' the Utah Republican told CNN's Brianna Keilar 
on "CNN Right Now." "Journalisis disappear all over the country/' 

This is a very, very difficult challenge because we have to. on one hand, hold them accountable - including the crown 
prince for whatever action he may have been involved with," Stewart added. "And at the same time what is protecting US 
interests? What is going to counter Shia extremists? What is going to help bring stability? \^Tiat will help bring an end to 
the war in Yemen? You have to balance all those considerations as we move fon^'ard on this." 

After being subjected to massive international pressure, Saudi officials admitted the death of Khashoggi was a 
premeditated murder. 

Trump responded to the incident in a statement last month subtitled "America First!" that called Khashoggi's murder 
"temble" but declared Saudi Arabia "a great ally." 

Stewart expanded on his comments Tuesday evening on TwiUei, adding that the US "cannot brush aside the nuiider of 
any juumalisL" 

' As the leader of the free world we have to accomplish two goals; defend human rights while also attempting to maintain 
important relationships w\ih key allies that we hope will help us bring stability to critical parts of the world/' he said. "We 
should always strive to do both." 

Earlier Tuesday, lawmakers were briefed by CIA Director Gina Haspel about the incident. 

Sen. Bob Corker, a Tennessee Republican who chairs the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, told CNN after the 
briefing with Haspel that Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman "ordered, monitored, the killing" of Khashoggi. 
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Wlitn on Tramp's disnxissive response lo llie incident, SLevvarL added, "I think all of us agree there needs to be an 

appnipriate response here, we need to liolU individuals accouiuable and we need lu completely undersLand the facis 
regarding Lhat as well.” 

-CNN's Mnnii Raja, Ted Barred, Edzaberh Landers and Jim Acosta contributed to this report, 

2. Paul Ryan lists immigration, debt as biggest regrets - 11/29 

Associated Press / Scott Bauer 

MADISON, Wis. — Outgoing House SjicakerPaul Ryan on Thursday named immigration and the national debt as his 
iwo biggest regrets as he prepares to leave office after 20 years in Congress, saying he has no immediate plans lu return to 
public office. 

The Republican lawmaker from Wisconsin, the 2012 vice presidential nominee, sal for an interview with lhe Washington 
Post as he prepares to step down. Ryan also delivered one of his final floor speeches, thanking his staff and voters of his 
Wisconsin congressional district, where he first won election in 1998 at age 28* 

In a break with the GOP-controlled Senate, Ryan said he opposes a resolution passed there calling for an end to U.S, 
involvement in the Yemen war, led by Saudi Arabia. Congress has been debating how to punish Saudi Arabia for its role 
in the killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 

Ryan said the Yemen resolution "isn't the way to go" and instead he favored invoking the Cilnbal Magnitsky Human 
Rights Accountability Act, which gives the 11*8* government the power to impose sanctions for hiiman rights abuses. 

"Yes, we have lots of stmtegic interests in alignment with the Saudis, no two ways about it," Ryan said* "Still, we can 
speak with moral glerity. We can take actions that address these issues." 

Ryan sidestepped questions about his sometimes contentious relationship with President Donald Trump. But he bemoaned 
whai he said was Trump's "hostile" relationship with the media. He said that "tribalism’' among Republicans and 
Democrats is "gelling out ofcontror' because ''polarizaiion sells." 

"That tribalism in our country, to me, is our undoing," Ryan said. "Yes, the president has a hostile relationship with the 
press, no two ways about it* But that's the new norm in this day and age*" 

The interview came in the midst of a budget showdown with Trump over funding for Trump's promised wall along the 
U*S-Mexico border* Ryan said he does not think Trump wants a government shutdown and "our hope is that we can get a 
successful conclusion." He said the onus will be on the White House and Senate Democrats to find common ground on a 
budget bill. 

"He lliiiiks the issue of border security is a winner," Ryan said of Trump. "I doift think he sees a shutdown as a winner. I 
think he sees border security as a winner. ... We don't want to have a shutdown. T have no interest in doing that. That 
makes no sense." 

A*s for his regrets, Ryan cited not paying off the national debt and failing to pass an immigration overhaul* If those can be 
solved, Ryan said, "wc will have a great 21st century.'’ 

Still, Ryan said he thought "history is going to be very good to this majority" because of the tax overhaul passed under his 
leadership and increased funding for the military. Critics have said the tax chcinges benefit die wealthy at tiic expense of 
ihe middle class. 

Ryan was elected speaker in 2015 after publicly saying he had no interest in the job. Ryan said that's in contrast with Rep. 
Nancy Pelosi* who has been bargaining with Democrats to .secure their support for her to succeed Ryan. 

"I could do it on my terms," Ryan said. "This is the benefit Nancy does not now have, and I think it’s regretful.... Our 
members knew I didn't need it, didn't necessarily want it but was happy to do it joyfully and happily and I'm really glad I 
did." 

Ryan said when he saw Pelosi recently he offered her congratulations ajid condolences, 
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Ryan is leaving olTice as Mitt Romney, who picked Ryan as his rufuiing male in ihe 2012 presidemial election, prepares to 
join the Senate representing Utah. Ryan said he looks to Romney to be the "standard bearer of our principles." 

Republican Bryan Steil, a corporate attorney and foimer Ryan aide, won election in November to succeed him in 
Wisconsin. 

Ryan, 48, did not say what he plans to do after leaving Congress, other than to take his wife on a beach vacation. When 
asked if he would ever be interested in serving as ambassador to Ireland, Ryan, who has Irish ancestry, said: "That's the 
only other government job I would aspire to, in my 60s, to be ambassador of Ireland." 

3. Rep Lieu Statement On Senate Resolution To End U,S, Supiiort Of Saudi-Led Coalition In Yemen - 11/28 

Press Release / Rep. Ted Lieu 

WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman Ted W, Lieu (D-Los Angeles County) issued lire following slalenieni after the 
Senate voted to advance a bipartisan resolution to revoke U.S. suppoil for the Saudi^led military campaign in Yemen. 

"'1 commend the Senate for advancing a bipartisan resolution to end U.S. support for the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen. ICs 
insane that Congress has gone this long without taking formal action to curb U.S. involvement in atrocities committed in 
Yemen. Thank you to the 63 senators who today took a step towai'ds saying 'enough is enough/ Unfortunately, due to 
inaction in the House, we're still a long way from getting the Administration to stop U.S. participation in passible war 
enmes. Vm continually dismayed by current House Leadership's unwillingness to act. There’s a hunger among the soon- 
In-be Majority Deinccrals in the House to take actinn and 1 li^ok forward Id pushing for change3' 

4, Utah Sen. Mike Lee and Rep. |ohn Curtis want U,S, involvement in the war in Yemen to end - 11/29 

Salt Lake Tribune j Thomas Burr 

Washington ^ Utah’s members of Congress are split on whether the United States should pull support for the Saudi 
Arabia-fueled war in Yemen that is blamed for tens of thousands of deaths. 

Sen. Mike Lee and Rep. John CurLis spoke fervently about ending U.S. involvement in the civil wm- a position at odds 
with President Donald Tnmip, who has defended Saudi leaders despite evidenceUricliiding from the CIA. that the crown 
prince directed the murder of a joiimalisT who wrote for The Washington Post. Trump's administration has said ending the 
U.S. role in Yemen could undermine the relationship with Saudi Arabia. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Secretary of Defense James Mattis w^cre dispatched to C4apitol Hill on Wednesday to 
thwart a Senate vote on legislation to end U.S. support, though the Senate voted 63-37 on a resolution calling lor the 
United States to pull out. 

Lee voted to end the United Slates' efforts lo back the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen while Sen. Orrin HalcJi voted against 
the hill. Lee singled out the murder of U.S.-based journalist Jamal Khashoggi, who had been altical of Saudi leaders and 
was reportedly killed in a Saudi embassy in Turkey and dismembered at the behest of the Saudi kingdom. 

‘This is not an ally that deserves our support or military^ intervention on its behalf, especially when our own security is not 
itself on the line/’ Lee said on the Senate floor. "On the contrary, to continue supporting them in this war would be bad 
diplomacy and undermine our very credibility/’ 

"It appears dial our involvement in Yemen accomplishes no good at all - only harm, mid serious consequential harm at 
that/’ Lee added. 'The situation in Yemen now poses a true humanitaritui crisis. The country is on the brink of rampant 
disease and mass .starvation. An estimated 13 million people don’t have access to clean water and sanitation, and 17 
million don’t have access lo fond. More innocent lives are being lost every single day."' 

Hatch said through a spokesman that while he has serious concerns about Saudi actions, it’s not enough to unravel along- 
standing relationship with a country in a region where the United Stales needs allies. 

"While Senator Hatch believes the vicious murder of Jamal Khashoggi waiTants a response, he agrees with Secretaries 
Mattis and Pompeo that it must not come at the expense of critical alliances/’ said spokesman Matt Whitlock. "The 


TT 
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SenaLur voted agiiinst llie Yeiiien resolutiuji because he sUiuiichl)' opposes lhal kind of withdrawal fruin the region under 
currem circunisiancesd' 

Rep. John Ciiitis, R-Utali, took to the House llooron Thursday to rail against Americivs continued involvement in the 
wai', aj'guing that it only fuels resentment of the United States in the region. 

'Tt will diminish ITS. security and undermine America’s moral authority and reputation as a champion of our foundational 
values such as human rights and civil liberties/' Cuifis said. "In addition to the horrendous humanitarian cosi in Yemen 
itself, it makes the entire region less secure and makes humanitarian disasters in the wider region more likely. But more 
importantly, what’s happening in Yemen is Just simply wrong. It’s not in harmony with our values and. ironically, the 
very reason we want a strong ally in Saudi Arabia is to prevent this type of situation, not foster it/’ 

Rep. Chris Stewart, a fellow Utah Republican, said he’s not sure Congress has authorized military action in Yemen hut 
that he's not sure ending it will make anything better. 

''Because of this, IVe always been reluctant to expand our use of militaty there/' Stewart said, “But a human tragedy is 
unfolding before us because of the proxy w^ar between Iran and Saudi .Arabia and the LLS. is in the best position to help 
end the contlicl." 

Rep. Mia Love, R-Utah, was unavailable to comment, her ofl’ice said. Rep, Rob Bishop’s office didnT respond to a 
question about his position. 

5. Senate Vote Is Rebuke to White House Over Trump’s Handling of Khashoggi Killing - 11/28 

Wall Streetjournal / Kristina Peterson and Courtney McBride 

WASHINGTON—The Republican-led Senate dealt a rebuke Wednesday to the White House, voting to advance a 
measure to withdiaw U,S. support for Saudided forces in Yemen and defying top administration officials who just hours 
earlier had urged the lawmakers to do the opposite. 

The 63-37 vole underscored the senators' frustration over President Trump’s reluctance to hold Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman responsible for the early October killing of joumaJisi Jamal Khttslioggi by Saudi agents in the 
country’s consulate in Istanbul. 

'The fact that we haven’t forced fthe crown prince| to come clean is creating a problem/' said Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chairman Bob Corker (R,, Tenn.) Mr. Corker said he supptirted the measure in its initial vote Wednesday 
because it ’’allows us to somehow or other to address this since the administration appears unwilling to do so,” 

Mr, Trump has repeatedly dismissed U.S, intelligence conclusions that the Saudi crown prince ordered the killing of the 
dissident journalist, Mr, Trump suggested the U.S, wouldn't impose further punishment on Saudi Arabia over the killing 
and said it was unknowable whether the crown prince had ordered it. 

The president's position infuriated many lawmakers, who criticized the White House for prioritizing strategic and 
economic ties with the Kingdom over American human-rights values. Lawmtikers are also concerned over Saudi Arabia’s 
military conduct in its U,S.-backed fight in Yemen. ' ' ! 

Mr. Corker had previously opposed the resolution to withdraw U.S. militaiy support from the Yemen coiiJlict, which pits 
a Saudi-led coalition against Iran-allied Houthi militants and has produced the world's worst humanitarian disaster. Sen. 
Bob Menendez of New Jersey, tlie top Democrat on the foreign relations panel, also Hipped to support the resolution. 

'T did not support it originally because I wanted to give the administration and the Department of Defense an opportuniiy 
to show me that our efforts were actually making a difference in the humanitaiian catastrophe that is Yemen/' Mr. 
Menendez told reporters Wednesday. "Since then, all I have seen is the bombing of a school bus full of children, a senes 
of other civilian targets bombed. ..that is not something 1 want the U.S, involved with/' 

Wednesday's efforts by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Defense Secretary Jim Mattis to persuade senators to oppose 
the resolution appeared to backfire. Lawmakers left the closed-doors briefing incensed that Gina Haspel, director of the 
CIA. hadn't also appeared to discuss the intelligence CDnimunity's assessment of Mr. Khashoggi's killing. 
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'Tliey did not win any votes in IhaL hearing. The I'aet lliat Gina Hanpel was ncjl ihere was incredibly damaging/' said Sen. 
Chris Muq>hy (D., Conn.), who co-sponsored the Yemen resolution along with Sens. Bernie Sanders (I, Vt,) and Mike 
Lee (R., Utah.) "rm more confident after that briefing that we have the votes," Mr. Murphy said. 

CIA Press Secretary Timothy Barnett said the agency had already thoroughly briefed other congressional committees on 
Mr. Khashoggi. 

'The notion that anyone told Director Haspel not to attend today's briefing is false/' Mr. Banett said, 

Mr. Ponipeo, appearing frustrated at times, told reporters in the Capitol after the briefing that the congressional effort "is 
just poorly timed," given the effort by United Nations envoy Martin Griffiths to convene the parties to the conflict for 
peace talks in Sweden. 

''So it's the view of the administration. Secretary Mattis and myself, that passing a resolution at this point undermines 
that/ Mr. Ponipeo said. 

The Senate last voted on the resolution in March, when it was blocked in a 55-44 vote. 

The adniiiiistration on Wednesday held on to support from some Republicans, who have w^onied that withdrawing U.S^ 
support from Saudi Arabia in Yemen could embolden Iran in the region. 

"Both secretaries made a pretty convincing case that as outrageous as the behavior is, it would be counterproductive to do 
that in terms of what they're trying to accomplish," said Sen. Ron Johnson (R., Wis.), who said he would oppose the 
Yemen measure. 

Mr. Mattis had argued that even though Saudi Arabia was an imperfect ally, wiihdmwing U.S. support would only harm 
the international effort to secure an end to the conflict, 

"Senators, I know all too well the difficulty in reconciling human aspirations with war's grim reality; but [ also recognize 
that we cannot limit civiiian casualties or advance the peace effort commencing early next montii in Sweden by 
disengaging," Mr. Mattis said in his prepared remarks. 

Even if the Yemen resolation passes the Senate^ it face.s a less receptive atmosphere in the House. Rep. Ro Khanna (D., 
Calif.) introduced a similar resolution in the House earlier this year, but House GOP leaders blocked a vote on it earlier 
this month. 

"Iran bears a lot of responsibility. And it's in our national security interest to contain Iran and tlicir proxy wars and their 
punsuiL of nuclear weapons/ House Speaker Paul Ryan (R., Wis.) told reporters Wednesday. He also einphasi/ed the 
imponancis ''bolding people accouiiiable" for the killing of Mr. Khnshoggi, but Jidn'i say how that should be 
accomplished. 

6* Senate to vote oil U.S. military role in Yemen amid anger over Saudi-led war, Khashoggi murder * 11/28 

USA Today I Deirdre Shesgreen 

WASHINGTON — The Senate is poised to vote as early as Wednesday on a proposal to force the Trump administration to 
withdraw U. S. military support for the Saudi-lcd war in Yemen — a horrific conflict that has become increasingly 
controversial in the wake of Jamal Khashoggi’s murder inside a Saudi consulate last month. 

Before the Senate takes up that measure, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Secret my of Defense Jim Mattis will 
deliver a classified briefing on Wednesday to senators on Yemen, Saudi Arabia and Khashoggi's murder. That closed- 
door briefing could turn contentious, with lawmakers demanding the Trump administration take more aggressive action 
against Saudi Arabia for its role in the Washington Post columnist's death. 

Many lawmakers believe that Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman ordered Khashogg/s murder, although the 
Saudi government has denied that and President Donald Trump has cast doubt on the CIA reported conclusions that the 
crowm prince was involved. The administration has sanctioned 17 Saudi nationals it says w^ere involved in Khashoggi's 
killing, but Trump said last week that he does not want to mete oat any additional punishment. 
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Puiiipec] and Malti.s can expecL ileiLe pushback un Lluil pusilion, and llieij answers In lawinakers cuuld dcLenniiic (he fate 
ul ilie Yemen war resolution, 

''There\s got to be a price to pay for what has happened,’’ said Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., the chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. He said unless the two Cabinet secretanes spell out a more forceful response to 
Khashoggi’s death, he may vote in favor of ending U. S* support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen - a step he has opposed 
in the past. 

‘This injustice has occurred/’the Tennessee Republican said “and so fat', the administration doesn’t appear to'' be 
prepaied to respond adequately. 

The vote - which is expected to be close - presents a key test of lawmakers' willingness to counter Trump on a major 
foreign policy matter. 

Supporters say the measure is a vital step toward Congress reasserting its authority on matters of war after years of ceding 
such decisions to the president. It would also rebuke Saudi Arabia for its conduct in Yemen — which has sparked what UN 
officials say is the world's worst humanitarian crisis and led to thousands of civilian deaths. 

'This unauthorized, unconstitutional war ... is not something we ought to be fighting/’ Sen. Mike Lee, R-Ulah, said 
Sunday on NBC's Meet the Press. Lee introduced the Yemen resolution with liberal Sens. Beniie Sanders, LVennorU, and 
Chris Murphy, D-Connecticut. 

‘This is not an ally that deserves this kind of military inlervention, especially because there's been no connection bd:ween 
the safety of the American people and our involvement in this Wtir,” Lee added. 

Opponents of the war powers resolution say the Trump administration has the legal authority to support the Saudi-led 
military campaign in Yemen - citing previous use-of-force authorizations that Congress approved in the wake of the Sept. 

11,2001 attacks. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky, , and others have also argued the U. S. needs to be 
involved in Yemen to counter Iran, which is supporting the Houthi rebels in that country, 

"1 think it puts our alliances in jeopardy," Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S. C, said. He also aigued that the IL S. role, which 
involves providing logistical assistance, muniiions, and intelligence to the Saudi coalition, did not rise to the level tT being 
engaged in warfare. 

The war in Yemen is a proxy battle between Saudi Ai^abia and Ran, as the two regimes battle for inlluenee in the region. 

In addition to the death toll, the eontlicl has put millions of Yemenis on the brink of starvation - increasing pressure on 
the Trump administration to wind down its involvcincnt. 

In recent weeks, the U. S. has stopped refueling Saudi jets and pressed both sides to negotiate an end to the conflict. But 
critics in Congress say those steps are not enough, and Khashoggi's murder has galvanized opponents to press for a 
complete U. S. withdi^aw. 

“It has exposed the Saudi government to be a bmtaL despotic regime which will do anything to anybody to maintain its 
influence and power/' Sanders told USA TODAY. Sanders said Khashoggi's death has won him additional “yes" votes on 
the Yemen resolution, though he declined to say how many or identify the lawmakers. 

The last time the Senate voted to halt the U. S. military role in Yemen, in March, the measure was defeated by a vote of 
44“t0-55. At the time, the crown prince was at the White House meeting with Trump as part of a public-relations blitz by 
the 33-year-old crown prince across the country. Today, the Saudis face a more hostile political climate, with bipartisan 
anger over Khashoggi's murder, deep skepticism of the ernwn prince's denials, and growing unease over Yemen. 

Even if the Lee-Sanders measure passes the Senate, it’s unlikely to clear the Honse, where the GOP majority recently 
blocked debate over a similar measure. Rep. Mark Pocan, D'Wis., co-spnn.sor of the House proposal, said a stiong vote in 
ihc Senate would ramp up pressure on the Republican Icadersliip to dlow a vote, though he conceded it's would be an 
uphill fight. 
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“11 thLii duesn'l Imppen, will In Iht; ncKt Coogjiess be in a better posiliun to move ii forward/' Pucan noting liial 
Democrdifs will have tlie niajuriiy come January. “We're just on the cui>p of doing the right thing," he added* 

7. Reps. Pocan, Khanna, McGovern Encourage Senate to Pass Upcoming Yemen War Powers Resolution - 
11/27 

Press Release j Rep. Mark Pocan 

WASHINGTON, DC - Today, U.S. Representatives Mark Poam (WT02), Ro Khanna (CA-17), and Jim McGovern 
(MA-02), leaders of H. Con Res. 138, issued the below statement in light of recent GOP efforts to block the resolution's 
vote in the House and the impending Senate vote this week: 

“The stakes in Yemen have never been higher and the time for action is long overdue. The United States is 
unconstitutionally participating in a Saudi-led war that could starve J 4 million Yemenis to death. This week, the Senate 
will vote on Sens. Sanders, Lee and Murphy's S J.Res. 54 to end all U.S. involvement in this catastrophic Saudi military 
campaign, as 30 former Obama Administration officials have pubbcly urged. 

“We encourage all of our Senate Democratic colleagues to unite around this measure in order to ensure its passage this 
week, and we intend to follow suit by promptly passing a similar War Powers Resolution in the House. We are proud of 
the leadership and unity of our Democratic colleagues, including Leader Pelosi, Whip Hoyeij and Ranking Members 
Smith* Engel, Schiff, Lowey and Nadler* who are among the 90 cosponsors of the bipartisan H.Con.Res. 138, which also 
directs the President to end the unauthorized U.S.-Saudi war. We look forward to the continued support of House 
Democrats as we urgently work Jo reassert Congressional authority over w'ar and ease the suffering of millions of innocent 
people.” 

8. Trump's foreign policy agenda faces a gauntlet of House Democrats ied by New York's Eliot Engel - 
11/26 

USA Today! OeirdreShesgreen 

WASHINGTON - President Donald Trump may not see Congress as a threat to his foreign policy agenda, even as 
Democrats prepare to take control of the House of Representatives after the midterm elections Nov. 6. 

But Rep. FJiot Engel, a mild-mannered Democrat from the Bronx, is drawing up an aggressive oversight plan for January, 
when he is likely to take the gavel of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 

First on his priority list: getting Secretui'y of State Mike Ponipeo at his witness table after Trump’s chief diplomat 
"snubbed” the panel this year. Next up: a wide-ranging examination of Trump's ties to Russia and an investigation into 
how the president’s business interests have intersected with liis foreign policy decisions, among other matters. 

The Trump administration has shown that it will “do the minimum possible to interact with Congress" and that it sees the 
State Department “as the enemy," Engel told USA TODAY in an interview previewing his plans for next year. “Tm not 
going to accept that.” 

The pre.sident's defense of Saudi Arabia may come under pailicularly quick and close scrutiny in the wake of the murder 
of Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi, The Post reported that the CIA concluded that Saudi Arabia's crown 
prince, Mohammad bin Salman, ordered KJiashoggi’s killing. Trump emphasized Salman's denials and questioned the 
CLA's asse.ssinent. 

Engel blasted Trump for casting doubt on Uie CIA's assessment in the Khashoggi case and said it was reminiscent of hi.s 
friendly stance towajd Russian President Vladimir Putin, despite the U. S. intelligence community's conclusions that the 
Kremlin orchestrated a campaign to sway the 2016 U. S. presidential race. 

''We saw him do it with Putin, and now he wants to downplay a horrific murder," Engel .said in a statement last week after 
Trump said he w^ould w^ork to preserve the U. S. -Saudi alliance. "We need answers about why the adniimstration has 
behaved the way it has in the wake of this incident." 

Tlie Tmiiip adi^idnistration has made Saudi Arabia a linchpin of its foreign policy — relying on the kingdom to keep oil 
prices 3 qw as the United States ratchets up sanctions on lian and hoping to win Saudi support for its Middle East peace 
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plan. Engel is a Staunch supporter uf Israel, and lie shares the administraUun’s views lliaL Iiuji presents a threat Lu Middle 
East sralnlity. 

But the New York Democrat sajd he wants to make sure the Saudis realize they don't have a "blank check'' from the 
United States to commit human rights abuses. 

It’s not clear how cooperative the Trump admiui.stration will be as it fttces the new Democratic House majority. Robert 
Palladino^ the State Department’s deputy spokesman, said Ponipeo has "great respect'’ for Congress' oversight role, noting 
that he served in the House as a three-term representative from Kansas. 

"As a former member. Secretary Pompeo has always made sui'e that he provides the information Congress deserves," 
Palladino said. ’Since assuming his responsibilities as secretary of state, we have been transparent and have met our 
obligations. We will continue to do so. ” 

A week after DemoeruLs' election viclory, Pompeo paid Engel a visit on Capitol Hill, a move the congresfiman took as a 
positive sign. Trump and Engel have not had many interactions, de.spite their shared connection to New York. 

The president has w'idc latitude to execute U. S. foreign policy. Congress ean play a powerful role by convening high- 
profile hearings and conducting investigations. Perhaps more importantly, lawmakers can use theii' funding powers to 
force policy changes — w hether that meaus pumping up U. S. foreign assistance for allies or Jefunding U. S. mililai y 
support to Saudi Arabia in its Yemen bombing campaign. 

Aside from enacting a new Russia sanctions law, the Republican-controlled Congiess has not significantly challenged 
Trump's approach to U. S. foreign policy - offering limited pushback as the president launched a tr ade war with China, 
threatened to unravel longtime U, S* alliances and embraced dictators from North Korea to Russia. 

Come January, that could change under the Democrats. 

"'For the first time, we Ye likely to see robust hearings, briefings, requests for information and, if necessaiy, even 
subpoenas on a wide variety of issues,^’ said Michael Fuchs, a former State Department official in the Obama 
administration and a foreign policy expert at the liberal Center for American Progress. 

“At the very least/' Fuchs said, “that will mean more information is being pushed out into public. 

One prime example: Congress requested briefings on the Trump administration’s negotiations with North Korea but 
received little to no information on what, if any, progress has been made in persuading its leader, Kim Jong Un, to 
relinquish his nuclear arsenal. 

Senior lawmakers demanded details of what Trump and Putin discussed during their eouiroversial closed-door meeting in 
July in Helsinki. They want an assessment of Saudi Arabia's role in ihe murder of Khashoggi. 

“Fm going to ask for briefings on lots of things/’' Enge! said. 

''My goal is not to embajTas.s the president,” he said, Rather, he said, if s to make sure that Congress is treated as a co¬ 
equal brancli of government and is given a voice on foreign policy. 

Many of the issues Engel wants to look into could put the president on the spot. The prospective committee chairman .said 
he would like to examine whether TioimpY business income from his marquee hotels and his other holdings violates anti- 
corruption provisions of the Constitution. Those provisions bar the president and other U. S. government officials from 
accepting payments from foreign governments, 

“That's natural for us to look into/' Engel said. 

He promised to be eveiihanded in his oversight, as long as the State Department and the White House cooperate with the 
commitlec's requests for testimony and documents. He said he's ready to use all his leverage if not. 
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“Feu guing Lu fighl Loolli and nail Lu make siu e we’re part of the process^ we’re respeeled and llial tjur input is takcEi 
seriously,’’ he said. 


Tweets of Note 

Rep, John Curtis (R-UT)i (SiRepJoJitiCurtjs 

• In addition to the horrendous liLimanitarian cost in #Yemen itself, it makes the entire region less secure and makes 
humanitarian disasters in the wider region more likely. Time to rethink our involvement. {Ii/3(K 1^19) 

Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-TX)j @RepLloydDoggett 

• '‘As we called for in the House effoil I led, we must end weapons sales, stop shielding the Saudi royal family, and 
bring a long-overdue end to Lf.S. support for Saudi airociiies in Yemen ” (72/5, 7^06) 

Rep. Rd Khanna (D-CA), @)RoKhanna 

• “Lawmakers, please read this report of ©NickKnstof from Yemen* We must stop the war* T find the American 8c 
Saudi role in this conflict unconscionable. The Houthis are untrustw'orthy..,but tliis is not a reason to bomb 8l 
starve Yemini children/” (72/7, 0742) 

• “CIA Director Gina Haspel confirms what has been obvious for a long time: the Saudi Crown Prince personally 
directed Ihe brutal niurdcr of jimrnalisi Jamal Kliashoggr We imisl send the regime a message and end uLir 
involvement in their brutal war in Yemen*” (72/5. 0939) 

Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA), (Ptedlteu 

• “Dear @SaudiEnibassyUSA: Three simple questions for you to answer: -Have you listened to the audio of 
Khashoggi's torture, murder and dismembennent in your embassy in Turkey? —Where is KhashoggTs body? —Are 
you done lying to the American people and Congress yet?” {12/10, 0218) 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), (SJRepMaloney 

• “The US must stop aiding Saudi Arabia’s outrageous w^u* in Yemen. Vm supporting bipartisan resolLitions to 
withdi'aw oui* forces from this war & it is long past time that these measures get a vote* We should be aiding this 
country’s growth, not destiaiction” (72/7, 1243) 

• “The war in Yemen is a humanitarian crisis. I have called for the US to stop sending arms to the perpetrators of 
this violence.” (72/7, 1616) 

Rep. MarkPiJcan (D-WI)^@repmarkpocan 

• '“After u major famine, there is always soul-searching about how the world could have allowed tiiis to happen. 
WhaFs needed this lime is not soul-searching a few years from now, but action today to end the w ar and prevent a 
cataclysm/” Congress must act.” (72/5, 7055) 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 


Bushman. William SE5 SP 
White. Dana W SES QSO i\JS\ 

OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Anal^5i5:IFb')f6) I 

lfb)^6) I 

Subject; RF; ANOTHER QUICK TURN RFl (UMCUSSIFIED) 

Date: Monday, December 10. 201S 10:DS:d3 AM 


OK. Thanks! 

William G Bushman 

Spifcial Assistant tg the Secretary of Defense 

l<b)(6) I 


—Original Message- - 

Frgin: White, Dana W SES OSD (US) |(b)(^ 


Sent: Monday, December 10, 20IB I 0:06 AM 


To; Bushniaii, William SES SD (b)(6) 


Cc: OSD Pentagon PA Mailhmv Media Analysis 



Subject: Re: ANOTHER QUICK TURN RFl (UNCLASSIFIED) 


Will 

i think we already pulled this together right after the hearing. We can do 
an update. 

Dana 


M.s. Dana W, White 
ATSD/PA 


EbM 


> On Dec 10. 2018, m 9:46 AM. Bush man. William SES SD 


(b)(6) 


> Thanks, all. Unfortunately, excellent work often leads to more work... 



> Also, quick turn request on this. Can we get something by 1230? 

> 

> Thanks, 

> Will 

> 

> William G, Bushman 

> Special Assistant to the Secretafy of Defense 


(b)(6) 
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> —Original Me^^iage- 

> Froro: White, Dana W SES OSD (US |(b)(6) 


> Sent: Friday, Decenriber 7, 201 8 \2A\ PM 


>To: Bushman, William SES SC (b){6) 


OSD Pentagon PA 



]ha.s got you covered Bushman! Safe travels,.,Call me if 


> Subject: RE: QUICK TURN RFI (UNCLASSIFIED) 

MK 

anything 

> crazy happens. 

> Dana 

> 

> Dana W, White 

> Assistant to the Secretary of Defense 

> Public Aftaiis 

> Office 

> E-aiail 

> 

> Twitter: ht^ps://t\vitter.com/DoDOutiearh 

> Website: wvrwTnciwyQunnilitary.osd.mil 

> Join the conversation: #Know'yourMil 

> @C]iiefPentSpD?5 

> 

> 

> ——Original Message— 


{b)(6) 


{t>)(6) 


> From: Bushman, William SES SD (b)(6) 


> Sent: Friday, December?, 2018 12:03 PM 

> To: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbo?t Media Analysis 


> (b)(6) 


(b){6) 


■ Cc: Wliite, Dana W SE5 OSD fUSl(b)(6) 



> Subject; Re: QUICK TURN RFI {UNCLASSIFIED^ 

> 

> Tbank?t, alL Great worK on short timeline, 

> 

> 

> Sent fi om Mobile Device 

> 

> 

> _ 

> 

> 

> From: "OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis" 


> (b)(6) 

> 


> Date: Friday. December?, 2018 at I 1:52:21 AM 
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>To! |(b)(Q) 
(b)(3}''' 

■ t', " ■ 



> 

> 

> 


> OVERVJEW: Negative Senate reaction to Sec. Mattis and Sec. Pompeo's 
Nov. 28 

> briefing focused on their remarks regarding the U.S-Saudi relationship in 

the 

> aftermath of Jamal Khashoggi’s nmrdei". Senators frequently connected their 

> choice to deny LJ,S, .support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen to how 
transparent 

> the administration is about who was responsible for the journalist'.s 
death, 

> specifically citing CIA Director Gina Haspel's absence. Additionally, 
senators 

> questioned the wisdom of maintaining close relations with Riyadh, doubting 

> Mohammed bin Salman's innocence in the matter and his ability serve U,S, 

> interests as an ally. 

> 

> . Sen. Bob Corker: ''Whal 1 would argue to tlie admiiii.strati on is that 
somehow 

> or another theie^s got to be a price to pay for what has happened . My 
sense 

> is, unless something happens - where they shaiT what it is they're going 
to do 

> to deal w ith this injustice that has occurred ^ my sense is that people 
are 

> going to vote to get on the bill." 

> . Sen. Lindsey Graham: "The quefttion for me is whether or not the CIA 

> supports the conclusion, with a high degree of confidence, that the crown 

> prince was complicit in the murder of Mr Khashoggi , Pm not going to be 

> denied the ability to he briefed by the Cl A," 

> .Sen, Mike Lee: "Tlie bloodshed continues, still abetted by the United 

> Stales, even amidst fujiher revelations of Saudi depravity," 

> , Sen, Chris Murphy: "Tine Saudis have gone off the rails. They've 
killed more 

> civilians this year than any year prior in the Yemen war. Tiiey obviously 
made 

> a giant stiategic trim itv abducting and murdering Jamal Khashoggi. So, a 
lot 

> has changed in the last few months to get us to this point." 

> . Sen. Chris Murphy: "|Sec. Matlis and PoiTipeo| lost voles this morning 
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. They 

> just had no good answers for why Gina Haspel wasn't there. They had no 
plan to 

> end the war in Yemen/' 

> . Sen. Tim Kaine: ''We sent an important message today - that Congiess 
w'ill 

> stand up to Saudi leadership when the Trump administration won't, and that 

> Saudi Arabia will face consequences for the iTiurder of Virginia resident 
Jamal 

> Khashoggi as well as for the disastraus war in Yemen/' 

> . Sen. Bob Menendez: ''No. First of all, as it relates to Jamal 
Khashoggi, the 

> fact that Gina Haspel, the CIA director, was not there despite bipartisan 

> calls for her to lx there and to testify as to what her agency and other 

> intelligence agencies' conclusions were was pretty outrageous. My view - 
ids 

> a cover-up of a critical question that we have as it relates to U.S.-Saudi 

> relationships/' 

> . Sen. Richard Durbin: "The administration position was defended by 
botli of 

> them in temis of wliat we had done naining 17 people who would suffer 
because we 

> believed they were involved. But there was uo satisfying answer about how 
it 

> is possible that this could have occurred without the crown prince's 
knowledge 

> or direction." 

> 

> Following a briefing by Cl A Director Gina Haspel, .senators said it 
contrasted 

> sharply with the one by Secs. Mattis and Pompeo. 

> 

> . Sen. Corker: "Tf [the crowji pritice] went in front of a jury , lie woul d 
be 

> convicted in 30 minutes/’ 

> . Sen. Graham: 'There is not a smoking gun. There is a smoking saw. 

> . Sen. Graham: Secs. Mattis and Pompeo were "following the lead of the 

> president'’ and were being "good soldiers/' 

> . Sen. Menendez: "I am now more convinced tlian I was before — and \ 
was 

> pretty convinced — that in fact the United States must have a strong 
response 

> to both the war in Yemen as well as the killing of a United States 
permanent 

> resident and Journalist. Only a strong response by the United States will 
send 

> a clear ajid unequivocal message that such actions are not acceptable on 

the 

> world’s stage. 

> .Sen. Durbin: "It certainly reinforced my support for the bipartisan 
Joint 

> war powers resolution to end unauthorized U,3. military involvement in 
Yemen 

> and the need for a stronger response by the U.S, and tlie Trump 
administration 
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> lo the rmirder of Jamal Khaslio^gi* Every senator should hear whal I heard 
this 

> afternoon. CIA Director liaspel must brief the full Senate immediately/’ 

> . Sen. Richard Shelby: '’Somebody should be punished. The question now 
is how 

> do you separate the Saudi crown pi ince from the nation itself. That rnight 
be 

> the real problem/' 

> 


> —-O riginal Message— 

> From: (b)(6) _ 

> Sent: Friday, December 7, ZOl 8 II :00 AM 

> To: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis 

Tbp) 

> 


> Cc: White, Dana W SES OSD (US|(b){6) 


■: Bushman, William SES SD 





> Subject: QUICK TURN Rfl (UNCLASSIFIED) 


> CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

> 

> Team Analysis, 

> 

> Please put together a summary of the articles that were posted after 
the 

> Secretaiy’s All-Senate Yemen brief that contain inJlammalory statements 
from 

> the Senators who attended the briefing. Please also include some of the 

> articles following the Maspel briefing this past week. Please send what 
you 

> can by 1145 and reply all w ith the summaiy. 

> 

> Thank you! 


> V/r, 

> l(b)(S) 

> Senior Military Assistant 

> Office o f the Assis tant to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 

> Penta£oi J(^)(^) 

> NlPRi(bV6^ _ I 

.(b)(6} 

HfbXei I 

> cdhibKer - ' 


> 

> CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject; 

Date: 


OSD Pentagon PA Mailbo/ Meciia Analt>Eis _ 

Bushtiian. William 5ES SD: While. Dana W SES OSD fUS): OSD Pertaenn PA Mailbox Media Analvsid(b)(6) 1 


(b)(6) 


REr ANOTHER QUICK TURN RFI (UNCLASSIFIED) 
Monday. December ICS. 201B 9:SD:05AM 


Good morning. 

Nol a probleni. We will get you a report siniUar to last ooe by 1230. 


Sincerely, 


—Original Message- 

From: Bushman, William SES SD |(^ 


Sent: Monday, December 10, 20IB 9:45 AM 

To: White, Dana W SES OSD (US)[^(6) ] OSD Pentagon PA MailliTO M edia Analysis 


(b){6) 


Cc 

1(b)(6) 


iKli 


Subject: ANOTHER QUICK TURN RFI (LrNCLASSiRED) 
Importance: High 

Tlianks, all Unfortunately, e?tcellent work often leads to more work,. 
Follow-np request; 1(b)(5) 

{b)(5) 


Also, quick turn request cm thi.s. Can we get some tiling by 1230? 

Tlianks, 

Will 

William G. Bushman 

Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense 
(b)(6) 


-—Original Message-^- 

Fioin: White, Dana W SES OSD fUS) l(b)(6) 


Sent. Friday, December 7, 2018 12:41 PM 
To: Bushman, William SES 5D 1(b)(6) 


Media Analysis (b)(6) 


(b)(6) 

CeKb)(6) 

(b)(6) 


Subject; RC; QUICK TURN RFI (UNCLASSIFIED.) 


1 : OSD Peiilaiioii PA Mail bos 


1(b)(6) \ \m^ 

cra7.y happens. 
Dana 


got you cove red B nsli maul Safe Ira ve Is... Cal 1 me i f a n y i li i n g 
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From^ 

To: 

Subjea: 

Date: 


m^e.P.anitJV_5£5.QSIllUil _^ 

I(b)l 6 ) I 

Fwd: Bloam berg story 

Wednesday, November ZB, ZQIS 7:00:15 AM 


Please print. Traffic is slow. ETA 0715 
Thanks 

Ms. Diina W, White 

ATSD/PA 

{b)(6) 


Begin forwarded message: 


From: "Hood, Robert R HON OSD OASD LA (US)" 


(b)(6) 


bate: November 201^ at 6:27:17 AM EST 


To: "Sweeney, Kevin M SES (US)"|(b)(6) 


SES OSD (US)" (b)(6) 


"White, Dana W 
"McAleer, Laura P SES OSD 


OASD LA (USA)’’ <laura.n.tncaleer.civ@mail.mil>. 1(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


Cc: 1(b)(6) 


(b)( 6 ) 


Subject: Bloomberg story 


This story is what Members will read thi.s morning before the briefing. 

Rob 

Defense chief Jim Mattis and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo < Caution- 
https ;//www,bgo v.coin/core/legislatois/# I/BB4y 820 > head to the Senate today to 
defend what is increasingly politically indefensible: close U.S. ties to Saudi 
Arabia after the murder of a columnist and a war in Yemen that’s resulted in 
widespread famine. 

The duo will be facing senators from both parties incensed by Saudi Arabia’s 
bloody involvement —^with U.S. military help— in Yeiiicn’.s years-loug civil war' 
and the killing of Washington Post columnist Jamal Khaslioggi at the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul. The classified briefing is open to all senators. 

Despite their outrage, senators aren’t likely to hear what they want: a willingness 
to punish an ally and demand accountability from Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, or MBS for .short. 

"Tlie Ljuestion that needs to be asked, and answered, is did MBS order the killing 
of Khashoggi,” said Sen, Cory Gardner < Caution- 

https ://www, bgov.coin/cure/legi.slatois/#!/BB I 1411 > (R-Coki.). “They have to 
answer that question.” 

lii 
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Photo - Zach Gibson/Getty Images 
U.S. Secretary of Defense James Mattis 


Frayed Ties 

The growing frustration in the Senate is already fueling a floor vote, potentially 
Thursday, on a privileged resolution to end U*S, support for the Saudi-led military 
mission in Yemen. 

Adoption of the resolution would be a tough rebuke of President Donald Trump‘s 
decision to stand by Saudi leaders. Khashoggi's killing has put the U.S. in a 
difficult position. Trump has built much of his Middle East strategy around a 
close alliance with Saudi Arabia, counting on its leaders to keep oil prices down 
as he ramps up sanctions on the kingdom's rival, Iran. His first foreign trip as 
president was to Riyadh and the crown prince has built a rapport with Trump's 
son-in-law, Jared Kushner. 

McConnell: Some Kind of Response Needed After Khashoggi Murder < Caution- 
https:y/www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/PIVD3I6S9728 > 

Long a strategic ally in the Middle East with enormous financial resources, Saudi 
Arabia has seen its support in Congress erode over the last several years. In 2016, 
Congress voted to override a presidential veto of a bill that allows the kingdom to 
be sued over the Sept, 11 attacks. 

The impetus for the bill stemmed from allegations that elements in the Saudi 
government aided some of the Saudi citizens who carried out the hijackings. Over 
the last several months, lawmakers from both parties have publicly slammed 
Saudi Arabia’s involvement in creating a massive humanitarian crisis in Yemen. 
The Saudided coalition says it's combating rebels backed by Iran. 

CIA Report 

Trump’s two emissaries are going to face a tough crow'd at today’s meeting, open 
to all senators in a closed space in the Capitol Visitors’ Center. Just last week, 
Mattis threw cold water on reports that the Central Intelligence Agency had 
concluded that the Saudi crown prince played a role in Khashoggi’s murder. 

While the CIA didn’t find hard evidence that the crown prince ordered the killing, 
it reportedly concluded with “high confidence” that he must have been in on the 
decision. 

CIA director Gina Haspel will be a noticeable absence at the briefing: she isn’t 
scheduled to appear. Republican Sens. Lindsey Graham < Caution- 
https://www,bgov.com/core/legislators/#l/BB491 > (S.C.) a Trump ally, and Bob 
Corker < Caution-hUps://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB27002 > (Tenn.), 
who leads the Foreign Relations Committee, both said they wanted Haspel at the 
briefing today. Just like Gardner, they both said they are focused on the Saudi 
crown prince and his culpability in Khashoggi’s murder. 
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MutLis Lold repuitcrs dl the PenLagon, in an ofl-tamcra briefing, lhal neither the 
CIA nor the Saudi Arabian government had "fully established"’ who’s responsible 
for kiliing the Washington Post columnist. While everyone involved in the murder 
should be held accountable, the U.S, has to work with Saudi Arabia to end the 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen, Mattis said. 

'‘Presidents don’t often get the freedom to work with unblemished partners in all 
things/’ Mattis said. 

^Mean World’ 


Both Mattis and Pompeo are toeing the president's line of siding with the Saudi 
government and the crown prince. Trump has repeatedly made the case for 
preserving what he says would be $110 billion in foreign military sales to Saudi 
Arabia^—a steep figure that hasn’t been documented. 

“If s a mean, nasty world out there—the Middle East in particular. There are 
important American interests.” Pompeo, a former member of Congress, said last 
week. '"It is the president's obligation to ensure we adopt policies that further 
America’s national security/’ 

To be sure, any Senate steps to significantly alter the U.S.-Saudi relationship face 
resistance in the Republican-led U.S. House. Just this nionlh, leaders in that 
chamber used a procedural maneuver to block a War Powers resolution—similar 
to the one senators plan to take up^—from coming to the floor for a vote. Any 
other action would depend on the new^ Congress that begins in January: a 
Democratic-led House and a Senate w'here Republicans narrowly expanded their 
majority. 


Robert R Hood 
Assistant Secretary of 


Defense for Leeis 


(b)(6) 


alive Affairs 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Oste: 


White. Panel W 5E5 OSD <U51 

Bushman. WilliaTi 5E5 SD 


iTHwr 




] Summers, Charles E n SES Q5D FA fUS): Manning, Robefl ITI CQL DSARMY Q5D PA (US) 


Re: Hetp 

Tuesday, October 23. 2013 6:35:43 AM 


] 


(b)(6) 


Would you please help Will Bushman wilti his request below? Tliis is s top priority for FO, 

Thanks 

Dana 


Ms. Dana W, White 
AT3D/PA 
lfbV6^ ~l 

> On Oct 23, 2018, at 6:05 AM, Bushman, William SES SD 


{b){6) 


wrote: 


■ Dana, 


{b)(5) 


> Many thanks - and sorry for the trouble. 

> 

> ^ Will 


> William G, Bushman 

> Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense 

> l(b)(6) 


> —Original Mes.sage—^ 

> From: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis 


(b)(6) 


> Sent; Monday, October 22, 20IS 4:55 AM 

> Subject: Morning News of Note 22 Oct 2018 


> MORNING NEWS OF NOTE 

> AS OF 0400 HOURS, OCTOBER 22 


> TWEETS OE NOTE 

> 

> U.S. Ambassador to NATO Kay Bailey Hutchison wrote: '^Our U.S. Marines with 

> the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit were in Iceland this week for 

> cold-weather training as part of exercise #TridentJuiicture. Tlie exercise 

> enhances Allies' ability to operate together to defend our dticens & deter 

> potential adversaries.'^ In Afghanistan, Afghan Chief Executive Abdullah 

> Abdullah tweeted: 'Today I met Gen. Austin Miller, Commander of Resolute 

> Support Mission ©ResoluteSupport & the U.S. Forces in Alghanistan. We 

> discussed the successful parliamentaiy ekction,tke huge turnout security 

> developments, & effective ways of lighting terrorism.'' And Tsraeli Prime 

> Mill is tec Benjamin Netanyahu said: ''The U.S.Tsrael alliance under ©POTTJS 

> Trump has never been stronger. I appreciate that alliance and strengthening 

> of pur relations in every field; in mtelligeiice, security cooperation, 
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> trade, economic cooperation md our common appi oach to preventiJig aggressioji 

> ill this region/' 

> 
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victlmfi in Kingsland, Residents were able to drive up to a local Baptist 
church and pick up their water and ice. National Guard meiTibej s said tliey are 
on a mission to serve the community ot Kingsland as a whole. 

EXECUTIVE/LEG [SLA riVE 

I Non Responsive 


7, Bipartisan Calls tor Punishing Saudis As Tmmp Accuses Them of 
■Deception' 

New York Times, Oct. 22, Pg. A7 [ Mark Landler and Sheryl Gay Stolberg 
Members of Congress from Ixrth parties made clear on Sunday that they wanted 
to see Saudi Arabia punished for the killing of the journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, as President Trump shifted his tone again on the issue and joined 
die lawmakers in expressing doubt about the Saudi government's account of 
the death. Obviously, there's been deception and there's been Ues,'' Mr. 

Tmmp said in a telephone interview late Saturday with The Wa.shington Post. 
'Their stories are all aver the place*^’ 

VETERANS _ 

iNon Responsive 


‘ IRAQ/SYRIA 

[Non Responsive 


MIDEAST 


10. U,S. Tries to Uphold Saudi Alliance 
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> Wall Street Jpurnal, Oct. 22, ?g. AI I Ian Talley 

> The Trump administration, under pressure to sanction Saudi Arabia over the 

> killing of journalist Janial Khashoggi, is seeking ways to maintain the ivw 

> countries^ strategic alliance, An array of lawmakers from both parties urged 

> sanctions on the kingdom as Treasuj'y Secretary Steven Miiuchin prepared to 

> visit Saudi Arabia on Monday. Mr Mnuchin told a small group of repoiters 

> that the administration's relationship with Riyadh was critical to the U.S. 

> campaign to counter Iran's bid to become the region's dominant power,, 

> 

>11. Crdogan Vows He'll Reveal All On Saudi Case 

> New York Times, Oct, 22, Pg. AI I David D, Kirkpatiick 

> Turkish officials have been leaking lurid details for weeks about the 

> assassination and reponed dismembennent of the Saudi dissident Jamal 

> Khashoggi In the kingdom's consulate in Istanbul. But Pre^iideat Recep Tayyip 

> Erdogan, keen to maintain good relations with Saudi Arabia, has until now 

> mostly held his tongue, "We will reveal it," he said in a televised 

> speech, ’It vviU be revealed in lull nakedness.'' 
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> illuminating the public about what it docs. ”1 always thought sea blindness 

> particularly bad in Gei inany, so it was painful to discover that it e^tists 

> even in a seafaring nation like Britain/ retired Vice Adm. Hans-Joachim 

> Strieker, a foi’iner coniniauder of the German fleet, told me. 

> 

> 27. The power of a pact with the U.S. 

> Washington Post, Oct. 22, Pg. A18 I Editorial 

> Does America really have die capability to influence other nations toward 

> the ideals of democi acy, free marketSs rule of law and respect for human 

> rights'? Often it seems not when dictators, sti ougmeii and party bosses engage 

> in abominable behavior, silencing critics and imprisoning civil society 

> activists. But the case of Vietncun and the Trans-Pacific Partnership 

> suggests that other nations, including the most authoritarian, do pay 

> attention to U.S. prompts. 

> 

> 28. America and the Saudis 

> Wall Street Journal, Oct. 22, Pg. A IS I Editorial 

> The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has hurt itself badly with the killing of 

> jounialist Jamal Khashoggi, and its serial e?Lplanations are compounding the 

> damage. President Tminp whll lose control of the Saudi-U.S. relationship if 

> he doesn't speak truth to these Saudi abuses and to Crown Prince Mohammed 

> bin Salman, the 33-year-old power in front of the throne. 

> 

>29. A Saudi Prince’s Fairy Tale 

> New York Times, Oct. 22, Pg. A22 I Editorial 

> The question now is not whether the Saudis' latest explanation for Jamal 

> Khashoggi’s death is credible, hut whom do they thiuk theyVe fooling. In 

> the autocratic world of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, what common people 

> think is irrelevant; what matters is whetlier throwing his hit men under the 

> bus is enough to satisfy President Trump. 

> 

> 30. Myth of tlie modernizing dictator 

> Washington Post, Oct. 22, Pg. A19 I Robert Kagan 

> Many Aniericaiis liave an odd fascination with the idea of the reforming 

> autocrat, the strongman who caji '’modernize'^ and lead liis nation out of its 

> backward and benighted past, This was the hope for Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

> Salman of Saudi Arabia, a hope now somewhat diminished by the hit he appears 

> to have ordered against Post contributing columnist Jamal Khashoggi in 

> Turkey. 

> 

> 

> TWEETS OF NOTE 

> Twitter, Oct. 21 

> 

> <Morning News of Note 22 Oct 2018,pdf> 
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From: Manning. Robert .[[LCQUJMEM^QSjlRMiJSl 

To: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Metiia Analysis _ 

Cc: 05D Pgntagon PA MailbD?< Duly Officer Press ODet-atiQnsj(b)f6) 

Kb)(6) 

Subject: INCLUDE in MNON — FYSA; "Retep Tayyip Erdogaii; Saudi Arabia still has many questions to answer about 

Jamal Ktiasbogg^s killing'' (WP) 

Date: Friday, November 2,2016 9'29:06 PM 


MNON Teaiti'—Please see all below and include in the MNON, 


ThaiiLs, 

Rob 


Sent from my iPhone 


On Nov 2, 2018, at 8:00 PM, White, Dana W SES OSD (US) 
wrote: 


(bK6) 


This should be in tomorrow’s MNON 

Ms. Dana W. White 

ATSD/PA 

(b)(6) 


Begin forwarded message: 

From: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Aiiaiysis 
(b)(6) I 


Date: November 2,2018 at 3:58:58 PM EDT 
To: OSD Pentagon PA List DPO CENTCQM 


(b)(6) 

Cc: "White, Dana W SES OSD (US)" 

, Ell SES OSD 

{b){6) j ''Suniiners, Chairle: 

PA (US)''|(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

"Joiner, 

A Kimberley (Kim) SES OSD PA (US)" 

1(b)(6) 1 '’Whitman, Burke \ 

V MajGen USMC 
^ "Manning, 

2ND MARDIV (US)" (b)(6) 

Robert III COL USARMY OSD PA (US)" 


(b)(6) 
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OSD PenLagon PA Mailbux Duty OffiLer Press Operations 


(b)(6) 


OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media 


Analysis|(b){6) 

Subject: FYSA: "Recep Tayyip Erdogan: Saudi Arabia still has 
many questions to answer about Jamal Khashoggi’s killing" 


(WP) 


Rcccp Tayyip Erdogan; Saudi Arabia still has many questions to 
answer about Jamal Kliashoggi's killing 
Washington Post I Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

The story is all too familiar: Jamal Khashoggi, a Saudi journalist and 
a family man. entered Saudi Arabia's Consulate in Istanbul on Oct, 2 
for maiTiage formalities. No one - not even his fiancee, who was 
waiting outside the compound - has ever seen him again. 

Over the course of tlie past montli, Turkey has moved heaven and 
earth to .shed light on all aspects of this case. As a result of our 
efforts, the world has learned that Khashoggi was killed in cold blood 
by a death squad, and it has been established that his murder was 
premeditated. 

Yet there are other, no less significant questions whose answers will 
contribute to our understanding of this deplorable act. Where is 
Khashoggi's body? Who is the "local collaborator" to whom Saudi 
officials claimed to have banded over Khashoggi’s remains? Who 
gave the order to kill this kind soul? Unfortunately, the Saudi 
authorities have refused to answer those questions. 

We know that the perpetrators are among the 18 suspects detained in 
Saudi Ai’abia. We also know that those individuals came to carry out 
their orders: Kill Khashoggi and leave. Finally, we know that the 
order to kill Khashoggi came from the highest levels of the Saudi 
government. 

Some seem to hope this "problem” will go away in time. But we will 
keep asking those questions, which are crucial to the criminal 
investigation in Turkey, but also to Khashoggi's family and loved 
ones. A month after his killing, we still do not know where his body 
i.s. At the very least, he deserves a proper hiirial in line with Islamic 
customs. We owe it to his family and friends, including his former 
colleagues at The Post, to give them an opportunity to say their 
goodbyes and pay their respects to this honorable man. 'I'o ensure that 
the world will keep asking the same questions, we have shared the 
evidence with our friends and allies, including the United States. 

As we continue to look for answers, I would like to stress that Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia enjoy friendly relations, 1 do not believe for a 
second that King Salman, the custodian of the holy (nosques, ordered 
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ihe hilon Kliashoggi. Therefore, 1 hnve no reason lu believe ihaL his 
murder reflected Saudi Arabia's official policy. In this sense, it would 
be wrong to view the Khashoggi slaying as a "problem" between two 
countries. Nonetheless, I must add that our friendship with Riyadh, 
which goes back a long time, doesn't mean we will turn a blind eye to 
the premeditated murder that unfolded in front of our very eyes. The 
killing of Rhashoggi is inexplicable. Had this atrocity taken place in 
the United States or elsewhere, authorities in those countrie.s would 
have gotten to the bottom of what happened. It would be out of the 
question for us to act any other way. 

No one should dare to commit such acts on the soil of a NATO ally 
again. If anyone chooses to ignore that warning, they will face severe 
consequences. The Khashoggt murder was a elear violation and a 
blatant abuse of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. 
Failure to punish the perpetrators could set a very dangerous 
precedent. 

This is another reason we were shocked and saddened by the efforts 
of certain Saudi officials to cover up Khashoggi's premeditated 
murder rather than serve the cause of justice, as our friendship would 
require. Though Riyadh has detained 18 suspects, it is deeply 
concerning that no action has been taken against the Saudi consul 
general, who lied through his teeth to the media and fled Turkey 
shoiily afterward. Likewise, the refusal of the Saudi public 
prosecutor - who recently visited his courtteipart in Istanbul - to 
cooperate with the investigation and answer even simple questions is 
very frustrating. His invitation for Turkish investigators to Saudi 
Arabia for more talks about the case felt like a desperate and 
deliberate stalling tactic. 

The murder of Jamal Kha.shoggi involvc.s a lot more than a group of 
security officials, just as the Watergate scandal was bigger than a 
break-in and the 9/11 terror attacks went beyond the hijackers. As 
responsible members of the international community, we must reveal 
the identities of the puppetmasters behind Khashoggi's killing and 
discover those in whom Saudi officials - still trying to cover up the 
murder - have placed their trust. 

—Rccep Tayyip Erdogan is the pre.sidcnt of Turkey. 


(b)(6) _ 

Office of the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 

(W6) I 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 


Marnine. Robert I'd COL USARJ^Y OSD PA (US) 

White. Dana W SES OSD iVS\ 

OSD Pertagofi PA Mailbox Duty Officer Press Operatiorsilfh^fei I 

I 

Subject: Re: FVSA: "Recep Tayyrp Erdogan: Saudi Arabia sttil has nnariy quesLiorts ta answer ahou[ Jamai Khashaggi^'s 

kiliing- (WP) 

Date: Friday, November 2,2018 9:29:07 PM 


Yes Ma'nm. 


Veiy respeoLfulIy, 
Rob 


Sent from my iPhone 


On Nov 2, 2018, at 8:00 PM, White. Dana W SES OSD (US) 
wrote: 


(b)(6) 


This should be in tomorrow’s MNON 

Ms. Dana W. White 
ATSD/PA 
1(b)(6) I 

Begin forwarded message: 


From: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis 
(b)(6) 

Date: November 2,2018 at 3:58:58 PM EDT 


To: OSD Pentagon PA List DPO CENTCOM 
(b)(6) 


Cc: "White, Dana W SES OSD (US)" 


(b)(6) 

‘'Sumiiiers, Chiirles E 11 SES OSD 


PA (US)'* 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 

"Joiner, 


A Kimberley (Kim) SES OSD PA (US)" 


(b)(6) 

"Whitman, Burke W MajGen USMC 

2ND MARDIV (US)" (b)(6) 

"Manning, 


Robert III COL USARMY OSD PA (US)" 
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OSD PcnLa^ion PA Mailbux Duty OffiL'er Press Operations 


(b)(6) 


OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media 


Analysis |(b)(6) 

Subject: FYSA: "Recep Tayyip Erdogan: Saudi Arabia still has 
many questions to answer about Jamal Khashoggi’s killing" 


(WP) 


RcccpTayyip Erdogan; Saudi Arabia still has many questions to 
answer about Jamal Kliashoggi's killing 
Washington Post I Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

The story is all too familiar: Jamal Khashoggi, a Saudi journalist and 
a family man. entered Saudi Arabia's Consulate in Istanbul on Oct, 2 
for maiTiage formalities. No one - not even his fiancee, who was 
waiting outside the compound - has ever seen him again. 

Over the course of tlie past montli, Turkey has moved heaven and 
earth to .shed light on all aspects of this case. As a result of our 
efforts, the world has learned that Khashoggi was killed in cold blood 
by a death squad, and it has been established that his murder was 
premeditated. 

Yet there are other, no less significant questions whose answers will 
contribute to our understanding of this deplorable act. Where is 
Khashoggi's body? Who is the "local collaborator" to whom Saudi 
officials claimed to have banded over Khashoggi’s remains? Who 
gave the order to kill this kind soul? Unfortunately, the Saudi 
authorities have refused to answer those questions. 

We know that the perpetrators are among the 18 suspects detained in 
Saudi Ai’abia. We also know that those individuals came to carry out 
their orders: Kill Khashoggi and leave. Finally, we know that the 
order to kill Khashoggi came from the highest levels of the Saudi 
government. 

Some seem to hope this "problem” will go away in time. But we will 
keep asking those questions, which are crucial to the criminal 
investigation in Turkey, but also to Khashoggi's family and loved 
ones. A month after his killing, we still do not know where his body 
i.s. At the very least, he deserves a proper burial in line with Islamic 
customs. We owe it to his family and friends, including his former 
colleagues at The Post, to give them an opportunity to say their 
goodbyes and pay their respects to this honorable man. 'I'o ensure that 
the world will keep asking the same questions, we have shared the 
evidence with our friends and allies, including the United States. 

As we continue to look for answers, I would like to stress that Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia enjoy friendly relations, 1 do not believe for a 
second that King Salman, the custodian of the holy (nosques, ordered 
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ihe hilon Kliashoggi. Therefore, 1 hnve no reason lu believe ihaL his 
murder reflected Saudi Arabia's official policy. In this sense, it would 
be wrong to view the Khashoggi slaying as a "problem" between two 
countries. Nonetheless, I must add that our friendship with Riyadh, 
which goes back a long time, doesn't mean we will turn a blind eye to 
the premeditated murder that unfolded in front of our very eyes. The 
killing of Rhashoggi is inexplicable. Had this atrocity taken place in 
the United States or elsewhere, authorities in those countrie.s would 
have gotten to the bottom of what happened. It would be out of the 
question for us to act any other way. 

No one should dare to commit such acts on the soil of a NATO ally 
again. If anyone chooses to ignore that warning, they will face severe 
consequences. The Khashoggt murder was a elear violation and a 
blatant abuse of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. 
Failure to punish the perpetrators could set a very dangerous 
precedent. 

This is another reason we were shocked and saddened by the efforts 
of certain Saudi officials to cover up Khashoggi's premeditated 
murder rather than serve the cause of justice, as our friendship would 
require. Though Riyadh has detained 18 suspects, it is deeply 
concerning that no action has been taken against the Saudi consul 
general, who lied through his teeth to the media and fled Turkey 
shoiily afterward. Likewise, the refusal of the Saudi public 
prosecutor - who recently visited his courtteipart in Istanbul - to 
cooperate with the investigation and answer even simple questions is 
very frustrating. His invitation for Turkish investigators to Saudi 
Arabia for more talks about the case felt like a desperate and 
deliberate stalling tactic. 

The murder of Jamal Kha.shoggi involvc.s a lot more than a group of 
security officials, just as the Watergate scandal was bigger than a 
break-in and the 9/11 terror attacks went beyond the hijackers. As 
responsible members of the international community, we must reveal 
the identities of the puppetmasters behind Khashoggi's killing and 
discover those in whom Saudi officials - still trying to cover up the 
murder - have placed their trust. 

—Rccep Tayyip Erdogan is the pre.sidcnt of Turkey. 
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OVbRVlEW: [Negative Senate reaction to Sec. Mattii; and Sec. Pompeo's Nov. 28 brief mg focused on their 
remarks regarding the U.S.'Saudi relationship m the aftermath of Janial Khashoggi's muixler. Senators frequently 
cofinected their choice to deny U.S. support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen to how transparent the administration is 
about who was responsible for the journalist's death, specihcally citing CIA Director Gina HaspeTs absence 
Additionally, senators questioned the wisdom of maintaining close relations with Riyadh, doubling Mohammed but 
Salman's innocence in the matter and his ability serve U.S, interests as an ally. 

. Sen. Bob Corker: "What I would argue to the administration is that somehow or another there's got to he a 
price to pay for what has happened. My sense is, unless something happens - where they share what it is they're 
going to do to deal with this injustice that has occurred - my sense is that people are going lo vote to gel on the hill." 

.Sen. Lindsey Graham: "The question for me is whetlier or not the CIA supports the conclusion, with a high 
degree of confidence, that the crown prince was complicit in the murder of Mr Khashoggi. I'm not going to he 
denied the ability to he briefed by the CIA." 

, Sen. Mike Lee: 'The bloodshed continues, still abetied by the United States, even amidst further revelations of 
Saudi depravity." 

- Sen. Chris Murphy: "The Saudis have gone off ihe rails. They've killed more civilians this year than any year 
prior in the Yemen war. They obviously made a giant strategic mor in abducting and murdering famal Khashoggi. 
So, a lot has changed in the last few months to get us to this point,’' 

. Sen. Chris Murphy: "[Sec. Mattis and Pompeoj lost votes this morning . T bey just had no good answers for 
why Gina HaspeJ wasnf there. They had no plan to end the war in Yemen.'’ 

- Sen. Tirn Kaine: ''We sent an important message today - that Congress will stand up to Saudi leadership when 
the Trump administration won't, and that Saudi Arabia will face consequences for the murder of Virginia resident 
Jamal IChashoggi as well as for the disastrous war in Yemen" 

. Sen. Bob Menendez: "No. First of alL as it relates to Jamal Kiiashoggi, the fact ihal Gina Haspel, the CIA 
director, was not there despite bipartisan calls tor her to be there and to testify as to what her agency and other 
imeUigence agencies' conclusions were was pretty outrageous. My view - it's a cover-up of a critical question that 
we have as it relates to U,S.-Saudi relationships" 

. Sen. Richard Durbin: "The administration position was defended by both of them in terms of what we had 
done naming 17 people who would suffer because we believed they weie involved. But there was no satisfying 
answer about how it is possible thal this could have occuned without the crown prince’s knowledge or direction" 

Following a briefing by CIA Director Gina Haspei, senators said it contrasted sharply with the one by Secs, 
Mams and Pompeo. 

. Sen. Corker: "If (the crown prince] went in front of a jury, he would be convicted in 30 minutes" 

. Sen. Graham: '"Fhere is not a smoking gun. There is a smoking saw. 

. Sen. Graham: Secs. Matns and Pompeo were "folJowing the lead of the president'' and were being "good 
soldiers." 

. Sen. Menendez: '1 am now more convinced than I was before — and ! was pretty convinced - that in fact the 
United States must have a strong response to both the war in Yemen as well as the killing of a United States 
permanenl resident and joumalisi Only a strong response by the United Stales will send a dear and unequivocal 
message that such actions are not acceptable on the world's stage. 

.Sen. Durbin: "it certainly reinforced my support for the bipartisan joint war pow'ers resolution to end 
unauthorized L'.S. military involvement in Yemen and the need for a stronger response by the U,S. and Ihe Trump 
administration lo the murder of Jamal Khashoggi, Every senator should hear what 1 heard this afternoon. CIA 
Director Haspel must brief the full Senate immediately.’' 

. Sen. Richard Shelby: "Somebody should be punished. Trie question now is how do you separate the Saudi 
crown prince from the nation itself. That might be the real problem." 


-O riginal Message- 

From : |(b)f6) 


Sent: Friday, December 7,2018 11:0UAM 


IMII 


To: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis (b)(6) 


I 


Cc: White, Dana W SES OSD (US) {b)(6) 
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Subject: QUICK TURN RFI (UNCLASSIFIED) 


CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 


Team Analysis, 

Please pul together a sumniary of the articles that were posted after the Secretary's All-Senate Yeinen brief that 
contain inflammatory statements from the Senators who attended die briefing. Please also include some of the 
articles following tlie liaspel briefing this pa,st week. Please send what you can by 1 145 and reply all with the 
summary. 

Thank you! 


V/i% 

Senior Military Assistant 

Office o f the Ass istant to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
Pe utaEOiJiEIIlD 



Oft1 ce1(fa)(6) 

Cdl|{b){6) 


CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Dana W, While 

AissiHtant to the Secretary of Detense 
Public Affairs 

omce rhyfii I- 


Twitter: https://!\v i tter.com/DoDDutreac h 
Website; www^know'yourmi!i taiy.osd. mi I 
Join the conveisalion: #KnowYourMil 
@Cllie^PeTltSpo?^ 


(b){6) 


—-"Original Message—- 
From: Bushman, William SES SD 
Sent: Friday, December 7, 201B 12:03 PM 
To: OSD Pentagon FA Mailbox Media Analysis 


(b)(6) 


Cc\ While, Dana W SES OSD (US) (b)(6) 


{b){6) 


Subject: Re; QUICK TURN RFI (UNCLASSIFIED) 
Tlianks, all. Great work on short timeline. 


Sent from Mobile Device 


From: ^'OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis'^ 
(b)(6) 


Dat e: Friday. December 7, 2018 at 11:52:21 AM 


To: {b)(6) 


(b)(6) 

^ 

Cc; "White, Dana W SES OSD (US)" (b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

"Bushman, William SES SD" 

(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 

|>, ''OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media 


Analysis'l{b)(6) | 

(b)(6) ~r 


Subject: RE: QUICK TURN RFI (UNCLASSIFIED) 


OVERVIEW: Negative Senate reaction to Sec. JVlattls and Sec. Pompeo^s Nov, 2H 
briefing focused on ibeii remarks regarding the U.S^-Satidi relationship in the 
aftemialh of Jamal Khashoggi's murder. Senators frequently connected their 
choice to deny U,S, suppoJl for the Saudi-led war in Yemen to how transparenl 
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the adin ini nitration h about who was responsible for the journalises death, 
specifically citing Cf A. Director Gina Haspel's absence. Additionally, senators 
questioned the wisdom of maintaining close relations with Riyadh, doubting 
Mohammed bin Salman^s innocence in the matter and his ability serve U-S. 
interests as an ally. 

. Sen. Boh Coi ker: "Wliat 1 would argue to the administration is that somehow 
or anotlier there's got to he a price to pay for what has happened . My sense 
is, unless something happens - where they share what it is they Ve going to do 
to deal with this injustice that has occurred - my sense is that people are 
going to vote to get on the bill/' 

. Sen. Lindsey Graham: '’The question for me is whethei oi not the CIA 
supports the conclusion, with a high degree of confidence, that the crown 
prince was complicit in the murder of Mr Khashoggi . I'm not going to be 
denied the ability to be briefed by the CIA.” 

. Sen. Mike Lee: 'The bloodshed continues, still abetted by the United 
States, even amidst further revelations of Saudi depravity." 

. Sen. Chris Murphy: "The Sand is have gone off the rails. TheyVe killed more 
civilians this year tliau any yeai prior in tlie Yemen war . They obviously made 
a giaiit strategic error in abducting and murdering Jamal Khashoggi. So, a lot 
has changed in the last few months to get us to this point/' 

. Sen. Chris Murphy: "[Sec. Mattis and Poinpeol lost votes this morning . They 
just had no good answers for why Gina Haspel wasn’t there. They had no plan to 
end the waj in Yemen/' 

. Sen. Tim Kaine: "We sent an important message today - that Congress will 
stand up to Saudi leadership when the Trump administration won’t, and that 
Saudi Arabia w ill face consequences for the murder of Virginia resident Jamal 
Khashoggi as well as for the disastrous war in Yemen.” 

. Sen. Bob Menendez: "No. First of all, as it relates to Jamal Khashoggi, the 
fact that Gina Haspel, the Cl A director, was not there despite bipartisan 
calls for hej to be thei e and to testify as to w^hat her agency and other 
intelligence agencies' conclusions were was pretty outrageous. My view' - it's 
a cover-up of a critical question that we have as it relates to U.S .-Saudi 
relationships/' 

. Sem Richard Durbin: "The administration position was defended by both of 
them in terms of what we had done naming 17 people who would suffer because we 
believed they were involved. But theie was no satisfying answer about how it 
is possible tliat this could have occurred wdtliout the crown prince's know ledge 
or direction/’ 

Following a briefing by CIA Director Gina Haspel, senators said it contrasted 
.sharply with the one by Secs. Mattis and PompeoH 

. Sen. Corker: "If [the crown prince] went in front of a jury, he would be 
convicted in 30 minutes/' 

. Sem Graliani: "There is not a smoking gun. There is a smoking saw. 

. Sen. CraJiani: Secs. Mattis and Ponipeo were "following the lead of the 
president" and were being "good soldiers." 

. Sen. Menendez: "1 am now niore convinced than J was before -- and I was 
pretty convinced — tliat in fact the United States must have a strong response 
to both the war in Yemen as well as the killing of a United States permanent 
resident and journalist. Only a strong response by the United States will send 
a clear and unequivocal message that such actions are not acceptable on the 
world's stage. 

. Sen. Durbin: "It certainly reinforced my support for the bipartisan joint 
war powers resolution to end unauthorized U.S. military involvement in Yemen 
and the need for a stronger response by the U.S. and the Trump administration 
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IQ tlie murder of Jamal Khashoggj. E^ery senator shauld hear what 1 heaxcl this 
attemooD. CJ A Director llaspel must brief the full Senate inuiiediately.’^ 

* Sen. Richard Shelby: 'VSoniebody should he punished. Tlie question now is bow 
do you separate the Saudi crown prince from the nation itself That might be 
the real problem." 


-O Li£jLia[ Messai?e- 

From: {l^)(®) 

Sent: Friday, December 7, 2t)lS I l;tX) AM 
To: OSD Penlas^on PA Mailbo?s Media Analysis 


(bX6) 


Cc: White, Dana W SES OSD (US) (b)(6) 


>; Bnshmcin, William SFS SD 


(b){6) 



Subject: QUICK TURN RFI (UNCLASSIFIEDI 


CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 


Team Analysis, 

Please put together a summary of the articles that were posted after the 
Seciietaiy's AlFSenate Yemen brief that contain inflammatory statements from 
the Senators who attended the briefing. Please also include some of the 
articles following the Haspel briefing this pas! week. Please send whal you 
caa by 1145 and reply all with the summary. 

Thank you! 



CLAvSSlBCATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: {b){6) 

Sent: Fnday, December 7, 2018 11:00 AM 

To: OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Me dia Analysis|(b)(6) 

Cc: White, Dtmy W SES OSD (US)|{b)(6) 


{b)(6) 


BQt:hnian, William SES SD 


Subject: QUICK TURJ^ RFl (UNCLASSIFIED) 


CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 


Team Analysis, 

Please put together a summary of the articles that were posted aiier tJie Secretary’s AlLSenate Yemen brief that 
contain inflammatory statements from the Senatoi:s who attended the briefing. Please also include some of the 
articles following the Faspel brieling this past week. Pletise send what you c;m by 1145 and reply all with the 
summary^ 

Thank you! 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

subject: 

□ate: 


ManDiasLBj^lafi. 

mm 

Kb)(6) 


LCQ1^SAEM.Y QSP PA^ 

I 


Re: Updated WF article Wi^KSA quote 
Friday, November % 2018 B:08;23 PM 


HYSA 


(b)(0) 


ust 


sent me the note below. 


Hi COL Manning 
calling Rood now 


(b) 


I just sent the gioup an email bul wouldn't to make sure you were aware - Ms. White is 


it's 

to discuss releasing the statement tonight 


V/r 

Rob 


Sent from my iPhone 


{b)(6) 


>On Novy, 2018. at 8:06 PM 
> 

> Thanks. Can you confirm if Saudi put out their full statement or are they just RTQing? 

> _ 


wrote: 


.{b){6) 


(b)(6) 


>OATSD(PA) 

l(bK6) I 

> 

» On Nov y. 2018, at 8:04 PM, 
wrote: 

» 

» Sin 

» Relow IS an updated version of the WP article cuing a Saudi government official saying: "As ihe RSAF [RoyaJ 
Saudi Air Force] lias reached a mature and sufficient aenal refueling capacity, we infomied the U.S, that this 
suppon was no longer a priority." 

» 

» 

» Trump administration to end refueling ot Saudi coalition aircraft in Yemen conllict 
» Washington Post I John Hudson. Missy Ryan 
» 

» The Trump administrafion is ending the practice of refueling Saudi■coalitioti aircraft, halting the most tangible 
and controversial aspect of U,S, support for the kingdom's three-year war in Yemen, people fannUar with the 
situation said. 

» 

» The move comes amid escalating criticism of Saudi Arabia's conduct in the war. Lawmakers from both parties 
have demanded that the United States suspend weapons sales to Riyadh and cut off aerial refueling of aircraft flown 
by the Saudi-led coalition, which moniloruig groups have accused of kilting thousands of unanned civilians, 

» 

» While the individuals fairdiiar w ith the discussions said a decision is expected to be made public in coming days. 
Col, Robert Manning IJL u Pentagon spokesman, said: "We have ongoing discussions with our partners but have 
nothing lo announce at tins time." 

» 

» Analysts said the move would limit Saudi Arabia’s ability to conduct bombing missions. 

» 


OS J 1/1:19-CV-00234/000557 













» "This marks the first time that the United States has taken a concrete measure to rein in the Saudi war effort," 
said Bmce Riedel, a former CIA officer who is now a scholar at the Brookings Institution. ^'Two administrations 
have basically given the Saudis a blank check to do whatever they wanted. Now it will be harder for the Saudis to 
carry out airstrikes deep into Yemeni territory, going after the capital, for instance." 

» 

» Several of the individuals, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a decision that had not been made 
public, said the move was prompted at least in part by the Saudi military's increased aerial refueling capability. 

» 

» "As the RSAF | Royal Saudi Air Force| has reached a mature and sufficient aerial refueling capacity, we 
informed the U.S. diat this support was no longer a prior ity/' a senior Saudi government official said Friday. 

» 

» The decision is expected to have a lesser effect on the air operations of the United Arab Emirates, a coalition 
member whose sorties are flown from just across the Red Sea in Eritrea. The UAE government has said its air 
operations primarily target al-Qaeda militants rather than Iloutbi rebels. The coalition launched its operations 
against the rebels in 2015 because it fear ed their rise would give Iran a foothold on the Arabian Peninsula. 

» 

» Yemeni forces sup|xuted by the coalition recently announced a new offensive to capture the Houthi-controlled 
port city of Hodeida. Aid officials warn that an urban battle there could imperil hundreds of thousands of people. 

» 

» The U.S.-Saudi relationship has come under closer scrutiny since Saudi Arabia acknowledged that its agents 
killed Jamal Khashoggi, a pi ominent Saudi journalist, last month. Democrats, bolstered by a string of midterm 
election victories in the Hou.se, have also called for greater oversight of the w ar. 

» 

» Though U.S. military officials have continued to publicly defend the Saudi-led coalition’s efforts to avert civilian 
casualties, pr ivately drey have expr essed a feeling of being stuck between a rock and a hard place. U.$. military 
leaders, many of whom have years of exper ience working closely with Per sian Gulf allies, see Saudi Arabia as a key 
partner iu the counterterrorism fight that has dominated Pentagon operations since 200 T They also share Riyadh’s 
concern about Iran’s reach through proxy forces and want to show support for the kingdom as it grapples with 
repeated missile and othei' attacks from the Houthi rebels. 

» 

» But the officials ar e also fmstrated that they are blamed for atrocities in a conflict in which they believe they 
have a minor supporting role and which they often have little ability to shape. U,S. air tanker activity represents only 
about a fifth of overall refueling activity for the coalition’s campaign over Yemen, according to the Defense 
Department. 

» 

» The decision to halt refueling occurs as the Trump adniinisStration seeks to throw its support behind efforts by the 
U.N, envoy for Yemen, Martin Griffiths, to initiate discussions that might lead to a peace deal Griffiths Itad hoped 
to bring the Houtbis together’ with representatives of Yemen’s internationally recognijred government this month but, 
in an acknow ledgment of the challenge negotiators will face, he now hopes to do so by the end of the year, U.N. 
officials said Tliursday. 

» 

» Critics say the Trump administration’s attempt to foster a peace process is undermined by its failure to exert 
adequate pressure on Saudi Arabia. 

» 

» "The United States lias the clout to br ing an end to t!ie conflict — but it has decided to protect a corrupt ally," 
Mohammed All al-Houthi, a senior Houthi official, said in aji opinion article in The Washington Post. 

» 

» On Friday, Sens, Todd C, Young (R-Tnd.) arid Jeanne Sliaheen (D-N,H,) renewed their calls for a suspension of 
U.S. refueling in a war that has killed at least 10,000 people, ”We must send an unambiguous, immediate, and 
tangible message that we expect Riyadh to engage in good faith and urgent negotiations to end the civil war,’' the 
lawmakers said in a statement. "Riyadh must also understand that we will not tolerate the continued indiscriminate 
airstrikes against civilians and civilian infrastructure that have helped put 14 million Yemenis on the verge of 
starvation,'’ 

» 

» CIS. military officials have said their refueling program seeks to enable defensive missions conducted by 
coalition planes — tar geting a Houthi site, for example, from which a missile is tliought to have been launched into 
Saudi Arabia — but acknowledge that they do not truck what occurs once tho.se planes have l>een refueled. In 
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March, Army Gen. Joseph Voteljiead of U S. Central Command, told Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) that U.S. 
forces did not track whether U*S. fuel or munitions had been used in coalition operations that resulted in civilian 
deaths. 

» 

» Wairen condemned the actions of I rani an-linked forces in Yemen but said tbe United States must insist on 
accountability fjoin Saudi Arabia, because it provides the kingdom with aid. ''That mean.s we bear some 
responsibility here, and that means we need to hold our partners and our allies responsible for how those resources 
are u.sed," she said. 

» 

» In the past, military leaders have ar gued tliat ending aerial refueling could have a dangerous effect. This spring, 
Defense Secretary Jim Matt is said in a letter to law'makers that legislation seeking to force an end to military support 
"could increase civilian casualties, jeopar dize cooperation with our partners on counterlerror ism and reduce our 
in flue rice with the LSaudis — all of which would further exacerbate the situation and humanitarian crisis." 

» 

» The Trump administration also shares intelligence with coalition forces and has continued to support massive 
arms sales, including precision-guided munitions that U.S. officials have argued enable the coalition to conduct 
more-preci.se air operations. U.S.-manufactur ed munitions have been found repeatedly at the sites of strikes on 
Yemeni civilians. 

» 

» U.S. military officials .say Saudi Arabia has taken steps to improve its air operation, particularly after an Aug. 9 
strike that killed more than 40 Yemeni children. 

» 

» During the frnal years of the Obama administration, the U.S. military' had a more substantial footprint in the 
coalition air command center in Saudi Arabia. But it r educed the iiurnlTer of personnel there after a temporary cease¬ 
fire in 201 6 and since then has sought to maintain its distance from the coalitioiVs targeting operations. 

» 

» The move to end more than three years of refueling may not satisfy critics in Congress, who would like to see 
broader action to curtail U.S. involvement in the war. The U.S. military conducts a separate campaign in Yemen 
along with Emirati forces against al-Qaeda in the .Arabian Peninsula. It wasn't immediately clear whether that 
operation would be affected by the decision. 

» 

» — Karen De Young contributed to this report. 

» 
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HARD O&As for All-Senators Briefing on Yemen 
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From: 

To: 


Cc: 

Subject; 

Date: 


Bushman. William SE5 £P 

White. Dana W SES OSD (USi: OSD Pentagon FA Mailbox Matfia Aralvsls:l7?v;7^ | 

(b)(6) 


RE; QUICK TURN RFI (UNCLASSIFIED) 
Friday. December 7. 3018 PM 


WfLCO, Thanks a ton! 


-—Original Message— 

rrom: WTite, Dana W SES OSD (US) 


(b)(6) 


Sent; Friday, December 7, 201b 12:41 PM 
To; Bn,sbinan, Williiian SES 5D[(bX6) 


(b)(6) 


~| OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media A nalysis 


IbM' 


Cc 


I 


IMIL 


Subject: RC: QUICK TURN RFl (UNCLASSIFIED) 

has got you coveted Bushman! Safe travels... Call rue if anything crazy happens. 


(b)(6) 


Dana 


Dana Wliite 

Assi.stant to the Secretaiy ot Defense 
Public Affairis 


Office I 7b)f 6) 


E-mail: 


(b)(6) 


Twitter: ht ://twitte r .coin/DoDOutreach 
Webisite: www*knowyourniilitaiy,o?id,mil 
Join the conversation: #Kiiow Your Mil 
@ChietPentSpo?c 


—Original Message—— __ 

From: Bushman, William SES Sp I^^X^) 


Sent; Friday, December 7, 2018 12:03 PM 

To: OSD Pentagon FA Mai)bo?i Media Aualysi5[{b}(6} 


MEl , 

Cc: White, Dana W SES OSD (USj(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


Subject: Re: QUICK TURN RFl (UNCLASSIFIED) 
Tfiaiiks, all. Great work on short timeline. 


Sent from Mobile Device 


From: "OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media Analysis" {b]{6) 


(b)(6) _ 

Date: Friday, December 7, 2018 at 1 I:^2:21 AM 
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To:|(b)(6) 

l<b)(6) _ T 

Cc; "White. Dana W SES O SD fU5)i(b)(6) 


"Bushman. William SES SD|(b){6) | 

(b){6) 


1(b)(6) 

|'’OSD Pentagon PA Mailbox Media 

Aiialysjs"|(b){6) 

1 



[Mil 


Subject: RC: QUICK TURN RFl (UNCLASSIHED) 


OVERVIEW: Negtitlve Senate reaction to Sec, Mattis and Sec. Pompeo's Nov, 2H briefing focused on cbeir 
remarks regarding the U.S»-Saudi relationship in the aftermath of Jamal Khasboggi’s murder. Senators frequently^ 
connected their choice to deny LT.S, support for the Saudj-led war in ^'emen to how transparent the administration is 
about who was responsible for the journalisfs death, specifically citing CIA Director Gina Haspefs absence. 
Additionally, senators questioned the wisdom of maintaining close relations with Riyadh, doubting Mohammed bin 
Salman's innocence in the matter and his ability serve U S. interests as an ally. 

, Sen. Bob Corher; "What 1 would argue to the administration is that .somehow or anothei’ there's got to be a 
pi’ice to pay for what has happened . My sense is, unless something happens - wliere they share what it is they're 
going to do to deal with this injustice that has occurred - my sense is that people are going to vote to get on the bill.'' 

. Sen. Lindsey Oraham: '’The question for me is whether oi not the CIA supports the conclusion, with a high 
degree of confidence^ that the crown prince was complicit in the murder of Mr Khashoggi . I'm not going to be 
denied die ability to be briefed by the CIA." 

. Sen. Mike Lee; "The bloodshed continue.^, still abetted by the United States, even amidst further revelations of 
Saudi depravity.’' 

. Sen. Chns Murphy; ' Tlie Saudis have gone off the mils. TheyVe killed more civilians lliis yeiu than any year 
prior in the Yemen war, They obviously made a giant strategic error in abducting and murdering Jamal Khashoggi. 
So, a lot has changed in the last few months to get us to this point,” 

. Sen. Chns Murphy: ''[Sec. Mattis and Poinpeol lost votes this morning . They just had no good answers for 
why Gina 1 laspe] wasn't there. Tliey had no plan to end the war in Yemen.^ 

. Sen. Tim Kaine: "We jsent an inipoitajit message today - that Congress will stand up to Saudi leadership when 
the Tmnip administration won't, and that Saudi .Arabia will face consequences for the murder of Virginia resident 
Jamal Khashoggi as welt as for the diLsastious war in Yemen." 

. Sen. Boh Meuendezf "No, First of all, as it relates to Jamal Khashoggi, die fact that Gina Haspel, the CIA 
director, was not there despite bipartisan calls for her to he there and to testify as to what hej' agency and other 
intelligence agencies' conclusions were was pretty outrageous. My view ^ ifs a cover-up of a critical question that 
we have as it relates to U.S.-Saudi relationships,'' 

. Sen. Richard Durbin: "The administration position was defended by both of them in temis of what we had 
done naming J 7 people who would suffer because we believed they were involved. But there was no satisfying 
answer al^out how it is possible that this could have occumed without the crown prince’s knowledge or direction.^’ 

Following a briefing by CIA Director Gina Hospel, senators said it contrasted sharply with the one by Secs, 
Mattis and Pompeo. 

. Sen. Corker: ''If [the crown prince] went in front of a juiy, be would be convicted in 30 minutes," 

. Sen, Graham: 'Then: is not a smoking gun. There is a smoking saw, 

. Sen. Graham: Secs. Mattis and Pompeo weie ''following the lead of the president" and wereheing "good 
soldiers.'’ 

, Sen, Menendez; '’I am now' more convinced than I was before — and I was pretty convinced -- that in fact the 
United States must have a strong response to both the w ar in Yemen a,s well as the killing of a United States 
permanent resident and journalist. Only a strong response by the United States will send a clear and unequivocal 
message that such actions are not acceptable on tlie world’s stage. 

. Sen, Durbin: "It certainly reinforced my support for the bipartisan joint war powers resolution to end 
unauthorized U.S. military involvement in Yeinen and the need fbi a stronger response by the U.S. and the Tmnip 
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administration to tho murder of Jauml Khashoggu Eyei^ senator should hear what I heard tins afternoon. CIA 
Director Haspel must brief the full Senate immediately/' 

, Sen. Richard Shelby; '’Son^body should be punished. Tlie question now is how do you separate the Saudi 
crown prince from the nation itJtelf. That might he the real probleni.*’ 


—On“inal Messa^ie- 


Ffom]{b)(6) 


HkH 


Sent: Friday, December 7, 201R 11 :tM> A M 
To: OSD Pentagon PA Majlbo?;: Media Ana|ysis|ifa)(6) 


Cc: V^Tiitc. Dana W S ES OSD (US)l(b)(^ 


Biishman, William SES Sd|(^)(6) 


(b)(6) 


Subject: QUICK TURN RFl (UNCLASSIFIED) 
CLASSinCATlON; UNCLASSIFIED 


Teajii Analysis, 

Please pul together' a sununaj y of the articles that were posted after the Secretarj^'s AlLSenate Yenieii brief that 
contain inflammatory statements from the Seiiatois who attended the briefing. Please also include some of the 
articles following the Haspel briefing this past week. Pkase send what you can by 1145 and reply all with the 
summary'* 

Thank you! 

V/r, 

HbK6) ~1 

Senior Military A?sistant 


Office of the Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 

Pentagor (b)(6) 

NIPR 

SIPR; 

OlYiL'f 

: (b)(6) 

: (b)(6) I- 

Cellj( 

:b)(6) 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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(b)(6) 


Fn 

To: 

5u 

D3 



TBD.. 



We will have a better sense of what is happening after tiie beginning of the yem\ More to follDW 4 


V/R 
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We arc ccjuilmied. 



JOOd Del case Pentigon I 3E880 
W.i.shineloii, DC 20301-1000 



—O riginal Message— 
proiii; (b)(6) 

Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2018 ?:17 PM 
To )(b)(6) 

c 4(b)(6) 

Policy List ISA ME F O H(l3)(6) 

USDP MAs and SAs J(b){6) 




| OSD Pentagon OUSD 
I OSD Pentagon OUSD Poliev List 



—0 rigi nal Mesage—- 

From: (b)(6) _ 

Sei it: Friday, December [4. 2018 6:26 PM 

To J(b)(6) 

Cc; OSD Pentagon OUSD Policy List ISA FO H(b){6) 
OUSD Policy List ISA ME FO <|(b){6) 

List ISA I GAP^(b)(6) 

and SAs H(bK6) ~ 

Subject: RF; (b)(5) _ 

Tlmuk you (b)(6) I 


-Original Message- 

From {b)(6) _ 

Sent: Friday, December 14. 2018 6:22 PM 
To \{b){e) ' 

Cc: OSD Pentagon OUSD Policy List ISA FO H(b)(6} 
OUSD Policy Li stISAMEFO<|(b)(6) 

List ISA I GAP<j(b)(6) 
and SAs s j(b)(6) 

.Sitbject: Re|(b){5) 


I OSD Pentagon 
OSD Pentagon OUSD Policy 
3SD Pentagon OUSD Policy List USDP MAs 


Hi |(b)(6) I thanks tor flaggings will \vorlj(b)(5) 


I OSD Pentagon 

_OSD Pentagon OUSD Policy 

OSD Pentagon OUSD Policy List USDP MAs 


tbank.s I 


Sent from my iPhone 
> On Dec 14, 2018. at 6:03 PM,|{b)(6) 


6i 


> ISA—I just wanted to be sure we followed up with (b)(5) 
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«on (])USD Policy List LLSD[^ MA.'i and SAs < (b)(6) 
SD Feiitagon OUSD i’clicv List ISA TO -dfbKei 


(bK6) _ 


> Subject: RE:|(^)(^) 

> 

> H.|(b)(6) 



> 1000 Delense Pentagon I 3E8H0 

> Washinston. DC 2030[-1000 




(b)(5) 


= {b)(6) 

> 
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iNon Responsive 


From: Yarrington, Matt <YarnngtGnl\/lDifflstate.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2018 11:20 AM 
To: Yarrington, Matt <YarringtonMD@state.gov> 

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Yemen Situation Report for November 29 2018 


Yemen Situation Report for November 29,2018 
Fui Orfitial UiL Oiilj 


POLITICAL UPDATE 

UN SG HOPEFUL ON SWEDEN PEACE TALKS 

<SBU} While the Ambassador continues to work with UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths and 
diplomatic couiiterparts on supporting efforts to hold consultations between the ROYG and the 
Houthis next week in Sweden, the United Nations announced November 28 that the conditions 
are “almost ready” to hold next month's peace talks on Yemen. UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said the organization was close to creating the necessary conditions to hold 
the Sweden talks between Yemen's warring parties in early December. "We arc at a very 
crucial moment in relation to Yemen," said Guterres, who added that lie had spoken earlier in 
the day to Griffiths. The cuirent diplomatic initiative is being driven by the increasing threat 
of famine in Yemen, but also by international outrage over the murder of U.S,-based Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi on October 2 in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul which has put a 

spotlight on Saudi Arabia's role in the country’s war. _ 

Non Responsive 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

subject: 

Date: 




JAMAL KHA5H0GG1 
”46:17 PM 


(b){6) _ 

FYSA orIv. Below is The lates 


mi journalist JAMAL KHASHOGGL 


JAMAL KHASHOCiGl (UFDATLD) 


(b){5) 



OSJI/1:19-cv-00234/000576 











From: 

To: 


Subject: 

D^to: 

Attachments* 


(b)(6) 


{b)(6) 


KSA/(b)(5) 

Wednes day, fcbruan/ 13. 2Q19 ^ :04:03 PM 
] F.lNAL.p.df 


3019 oTbK^ 


Colleagues, 

Attached is the latest 


(b)(5) 


on Khashoggi/KSA. 


(b)(6) 
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From: .mgeijagjx^aiiifvn LS£5_QSD OUSD PQIJCV fUSAi 

To: 1(b)(6) I OSD OUSD POLICY fUSA) 

Subject: K5A 

□ate: Saturday, February 23 , Z019 1D:01:31 AM 


(b)(6) 


1 am reading articles about the angst on the Hill about not providing an additional report under Global Magnisky on 
the khashoggi killing. Can you ensure 1 have all the letters and facts at issue. 1 think this briefing has the chance to 
steer off base a bit. 


Katie 
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From; 1(b)(6) | 


To: 


(b)(6) 


Cc: 


hhitfu 

1 Bush man. 




William 5E5 SD; 1(b)(6) 

r 

Subject; 

Date: 



Re: Follow-up RR on KSA-Khashoggi murder charges Sl sanctioDs 

Monday, December 10. 201S 9:31:26 PM 


Thaiik 

(b)(6) 

AppreciaLed! 


V/R. 


Senl from Mobile Device 


From 


(b)(6) 


Date: Monday. December U). 2018 at 9:2S:58 PM 


To:(t))(6) 


Cc: "Rivers. William CIV SD” ■(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


"Bushman, William SES SD". (b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


{b)(6) 


Subject: Re: Follow-up RFl on KSA.-Khashoggi murder charges & sanctions 


|(^) ^ he Saudis have charged 11 (including 5 pending death penalty) hut we do not have any 
further info on the proceedings at this lime, and the U.S. has sanctioned a total of 17, Hope 
that hclp.s, thanks! 


sr/.- 

(b)(6) 


Sent from my iPhone 


On Dec 10,2018, at 7:02 PM 
wrote: 


(b)(6) 


(b) 

1 ^ 


Looping in 


{b){6) 
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Two RFis this end - how many people has KSA charged with murder to 
date over the Khashoggi killing? And how many people has the U.S. has 
sanctioned over it? 



kyou and V/R, 
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From: 

To: 

Subject: 

□ate: 


(b)(6) 


Re: fJYTinnes.com: Top White House Offidal Involved in Saudi Sanctions Resigns 
Saturday, November 17, Z018 B:05:34 pm 


WHAT JS HAPPENING 


Sent from my iPhone 


>On Nov 17, 2018, at 6:56 PM 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

wrote: 


> 


> From The New York Times: 

> 

> Top White House Official Involved in Saudi Sanctions Resigns 

> 

> The officiak who had pushed for lough measures, resigned on Friday as the Trump administration wrestles with 
internal assessments about the killing of the Saudi JournalLst Jamal Khashoggi. 

> 

> https://www.nytinies com/201l/l 7/us/politics/tmmp-khaslioggi-.saiidi-arahia btml 

> 

> 

> Thanks. 

(b)(6) 
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Undated Information - Jamal Khashoggi 


Today, Secretary of State Mike Pompeu reiterated the Trump Administration’s cummitment 
to hold accountable those responsible for the killing of Jamal Khashoggi and announced 
initial actions the U.S. will take, given the information currently available. 

The United States has identified at least some of the individuals responsible, including those 
in intelligence services, the Royal Court, the Foreign Ministry, and other Saudi ministries 
who we suspect to be involved in Mr. Khashoggi’s death. 

The Administration is taking appropriate actions, which include revoking visas, entering visa 
lookouts, and other measures. The State Department is also working with the Treasury 
Department to review the applicability of Global Magnitsky sanctions. 

Today’ s penalties will not be the last word on this matter from the United States. We will 
continue to explore additional measures to hold those responsible accountable. 

The Secretary underscored that the United Stales does not, and will not, tolerate this kind of 
ruthless action to silence Mr. Khashoggi, a journalist, through violence. 

The United States will continue to maintain a strong partnership with the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, but the President and Administration continue to be unhappy with this situation. 

Our shared strategic interests with Saudi Arabia remain. We continue to view as achievable 
the twin imperatives of protecting America and holding accountable those responsible for the 
killing of Mr. Khashoggi. 


1 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 


Subject: 

Oate: 

Attachments: 


(b)(6) 


Yemen Defense One Article 
ThLirsday, Mouemtier l, 2013 5:09:41 PM 
y£m £0 D£faD5e^^e■ Aiiic!eiag. Qcii,.d£LCx 


(b)(6) 
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Mattis Sets 30-Day Deadline for 
Yemen Ceasefire 

By Katie Bo Williams 

Defease One Senior National Security Cofrespondeat 
October 30. 20 IS 
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